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To:  The  Governor  of  Maryland 

The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland 

Gentlemen :     j 

I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  herevjith  for  your  considera- 
tion the  Commission's  repoi^,  "Western  Maryland's  Recreation  -  A  Basic 
Economic  Asset,"  which  was  made  pxirsuant  to  Senate  Resolution  Number  2 
of  the  1950  Special  Session  of  the  General  Assembly, 

In  surveying  the  recreational  potentialities  of  Western  Mary- 
land, we  have  found  that  the  area  could  well  be  developed  into  one  of 
the  nation's  outstanding  recreation  centers.     The  task  that  lies  ahead 
will  not  be  easy,  but  if  successfully  accomplished,  the  recreation 
industry  wj.ll  be  of  major  economic  importance  to  the  region  and  its 
people.     More  than  :;^2,0G0,00G  a  season  is  currently  spent  by  vacation- 
ists in  Western  Maryland,  and  an  additional  220  persons  are  employed 
because  of  the  tourist  trade.     This  incom.e  could  be   increased  to 
$20,000,000  annually  if  Western  Maryland  is  properly  developed.     When 
one  considers  the  estimated  annual  "^4.00,000,000  value  of  Virginia's 
vacation  trade,  the  economic  significance  of  this  industry  becomes 
apparent.     Maryland  would  be  extremely  foolish  to  fail  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  natural  advantages  outlined  in  this  report,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  severe  tmemployment  condition  in  this  region. 

We  propose  the  expenditure  over  a  period  of  seven  years  of  an 
estimated  $2,300,000  for  land  acquisition,  development  and  construction 
in  Western  Maryland  by  State  and  local  units.     These  government  expendi- 
tures will  provide  the  nucleus  around  which  the  recreation  industry  will 
be  built.     The  major  part  of  the  task,  however,  must  be  accom.plished  by 
private  enterprise.     The  State  should  not  be  called  upon  to  shoulder  the 
entire  burden,  and  it  is  not  our  intention  that  the  State  shall  replace 
private  enterprise  in  assuming  risks. 

We  believe  that  the  proposals  contained  in  this  report  will  go 
far  in  providing  Western  Maryland  with  a  solid  economic  foundation.     The 
development  of  the  region  as  a  vacation  center  is  long  overdue.     Our 
proposals  represent  a  logical  development  of  the  natural  resources  of 
the  region;  a  development  which  will  provide  employinent  and  security 
for  many  of  the  citizens  of  this  area, 

.. S'lncerely  yours, 

X(3«3DU^    ^7/  James  G.  Alban 

/'  /  Chairman 
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INTRODUCTION 

It  should  be  evident  from  this  report  that  the  economic  possibil- 
ities in  Western  Maryland  through  a  wise  promotion  of  its  recreational  assets 
are  very  substantial.  The  region's  future  as  a  vacation  and  tourist  area 
lies  in  the  hands  of  its  residents  and  leaders.  For  it  is  private  enterprise 
that  must  assume  the  responsibility  for  the  major  share  of  the  region's 
development. 

The  proposed  investment  by  the  State  of  more  than  two  million 
dollars  is  not  believed  unreasonable.  But  it  will  fail  of  its  purpose  if 
the  expenditure  does  not  give  a  great  deal  of  pennanent  employment  to 
citizens  of  Garrett  and  Allegany  counties.  When  the  proposed  improvements 
are  completed  the  investment  will  continue  to  be  a  source  of  employment  in 
the  area.  On  the  other  hand,  the  estimates  of  income  from  the  State  operated 
parks  and  facilities,  approximate  as  they  must  be,  give  promise  that  the 
taxpayers  need  not  be  called  on  to  any  great  extent  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  projects  after  they  are  in  operation. 

The  State's  investment  would  fail  of  its  purpose,  too,  if  private 
interests  should  fail  to  carry  out  their  part  of  the  project.  The  State 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  shoulder  the  whole  burden  of  recovery  and  there 
is  no  intention  that  it  shall  replace  private  enterprise  in  assuming  risks. 

Finally,  it  is  suggested  that  capital  outlays,  particularly  in  the 
major  areas  where  large  sums  are  proposed,  be  kept  in  pace  in  accordance 
with  the  activity  of  private  development  and  public  response  to  the  attrac- 
tions. For  example,  in  the  case  of  Deep  Creek  Park  the  important  thing  is 
to  get  the  land  for  a  fine  beach,  provide  at  least  minimum  bathing  facili- 
ties, and  build  a  hard  road  for  access.  The  Park  will  then  be  sufficiently 
attractive  to  tourists  and  subsequent  development  can  be  gradually  paced. 
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In  this  project,  some  items,  such  as  hard  roads  and  lodgings  should 
bs  constructed  quickly.  The  rest,  while  needed,  are  not  urgent. 

Many  public  departments,  officials  of  the  counties  and  State,  and 
numerous  private  citizens  and  associations  have  provided  information  and 
given  suggestions  in  the  preparation  of  this  report.  However,  they  have  no 
responsibility  for  the  statements  or  conclusions  or  for  any  errors  appearing 
in  the  document.  We  are  very  grateful  for  their  assistance. 

Special  acknowledgment  is  given  to  Mr.  Karl  E.  Pfeiffer,  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  for  his  invaluable  assistance 
in  the  field  work. 
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SUIiIi''LRY  OF  FEn]3IGS  M-^D  RECOliCl'DATIONS 

lie  believe  that  this  svxvej  xnakres  plain  that  'Jestem  Maryland  is  a 
superior  vacation  land.     The  region  deserves  the  enthusiastic  interest  of 
all  llar^'^landers  and  merits  substaiitial  investraents  "by  the  State  and  private 
capital  in  order  to  taL:e   full  advantage  of  its  attraction- s.     Of  the  two 
counties  concerned,  Garrett  offers  much  the  greater  induceirents  to  the 
tourist  and  vacationist.     However,  Allegany,   in  spite  of  the  heavy  industri- 
alization in  its  western  section,  has  distinctive  features  that  can  not  be 
overlooked. 

Elevations  ranging  to  3-400  feet  above  sea  level,  the  picturesque 
beauty  of  the  Potormc,  the  gorges  of  the  Youghioghery     and  Savage  Rivers, 
nuaaerous  creeks,  the  average  surariier  temperatujre  of  65  deQ,Tees  in  Garrett 
County,  freedom  frora  fog  and  rough  storms,  and  the  good  weather  in  June, 
Septerober  and  October,  favoring  ''a  long  season,"  are  a  part  of  the  region's 
natural  attractions. 

Ti.'/o  of  Maryland's  "seven  wonders"  are  in  this  area:     the  famous 
falls  in  Sirallow  Falls  State  Forest  and  ^Tills  Mountain  at  C\OT.terland  with 
its  spectacular  view  of  the  Tarroifs  from  Lovers  Leap,      -'estern  liaryla-nd  is 
historically  important,     George  (.Washington,  Braddock,  the  Indians,  the 
Garretts  and  their  associates  in  the  B.  &  0.   Railx'oad  and  the  builders  of 
the  C.  c;  0.   Canal  have  left  their  mark  upon  the  region. 

Forests,  \v4aich  cover  70- J  of  the  land  of  Garrett  and  66^  of  Allegany 
County,  yield  the  best  deer  hunting  in  the  State.     Small  grjne  are  abundant 
and  trout  streams  lure  thoii.sands  of  fishermen. 

Industries,  from  old  flour  mills  grinding  buclnrheat  by  irater 
poirer  to  modem  paper  and  pulp  mills  at  Lul:e  and  the  great  Celanese  plant 
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in  Cumterland,  are  a  part  of  the  scene  as  insll  as  the  geological  formations, 
inciting  caves,  rrtiich  frequently  attract  geologists,  liany  good  farms  yield 
livestock,  dairy  products  and  vegetables  capable  of  sustaining  a  large  vaca- 
tion and  tourist  popiilation. 

The  region' s  vacation  attractions  are  on  a  par  uith  those  of  much 
of  the  Adirondack  and  Green  "Moxmtains,  the  Catshills  and  neighboring  states, 

A  geogT^aphic  area  embracing  Baltimore,  V'ashington,  Pittsburgh  and 
portions  of  Ohio,  ^'est  Virginia  aaid  Pennsylvajiia  is  the  major  "trade  area" 
for  Western  liaiyland's  vacation  attractions,  although  already  soiiie  visitors 
cone  from  more  distant  points*     In  this  area  live  several  iiiillion  persons. 
For  several  good  reasons,  Oakland  is  the  logic?JL  vacation  capital  of  the 
region. 

The  major  highways  from  this  potential  trade  area  to  Oakland, 
CtTiaberland  and  other  to\ms  in  the  tx7o  counties,   are  good.     However,  a  major 
drai.-^back  to  the  recreation  business  is  the  condition  of  the  roads  i-dthin  the 
area.     Most  of  the  64.  mile  shore  line  of  Deep  Creek  Lake,  the  region's  great- 
est recreation  asset,  economicall;/,  remains  undeveloped  due  to  lack  of  roads. 
Only  one  State  recreation  area  of  five  is  satisfactorily  served  by  roads, 
although  Garrett  Coionty  is  steadily  working  at  the  problem.     There  are  very 
few  turnouts  on  the  highvrays  for  scenic  views,   and  oribf  a  negligible  nxmber 
of  roadside  picnic  centers. 

Some  92,000  acres  of  forests  are  imder  the  j uj?isdiction  of  the  State 
DepartiiBnt  of  Forests  and  parks j  9,600  under  the  Department  of  Game  and  Inland 
Fish;   and  1,S00  under  the   University  of  llarj'-lcnd.     Hunting  is  permitted  in 
more  than  100,000  of  these  109,000  acres.     About  1,000  acres  are  recreation 
areas  for  intensive  use  and  5,500  for  game  refuge  and.  propagation  areas. 

There  are  a.pproximately  50  private  hunting  grounds  in  Garrett  County 

iv 


and  20  in  Allegany  County. 

Expansion  of  facilities  and  greatly  improved  maintenance  in  some 
cases  are  required  in  the  recreation  areas >  attractive  as  they  are<  There 
are  only  27  housekeeping  cabins  that  are  adeqiiate  for  family  use. 

Deep  Creek  Lake  is  the  largest  drairing  card  at  this  time,  although 
it  is  only  about  one  fifth  developed.      There  are  900  cottages,    several  camps 
and  a  score  or  more  commercial  places  on  it.     Tliere  are  4,000  people  in  the 
Lake  area  on  weekends.     V'hile  lalce  activities  are  supervised  by  the  State 
Game  and  Inland  Fish  Commission,  development  around  the  Lalce  has  no  guidance 
except  that  of  public  opinion  stimiolated  by  the  Propert3'-  OT.ner's  Association, 
There  is  no  comprehensive  plan  or  official  zoning.     Land  is  held  at  high 
prices  vrhich  could  deflate   if  groi/th  became   shoddy. 

The  Svialloir  Falls  scenic  area  drairs  as  many  visitors  from  out  of 
the  State  as  from  iiaryland.     Deep  Creek  Lalce  is  knox-m  as  a  "Pennsylvania 
Lake"  while  at  the  Oakland  golf  course  there  are  I4,  Pittsbuj-ghers  to  every 
9  Baltimoreans  and  5  Washingtonians . 

More  than    '.2,000,000  a  season  is  already  spent  in  '.'e stern  Maiyland 
b^r  suraiTsr  tourists  and  vacationists.     This  includes  taxes  paid  Garrett 
County  on  Deep  Creek  Lake  property  which  is  assessed  at   ''1,0005000,   includ- 
ing the  hydroelectric  plant.     The  County  assessments  are  ''';22,000,000,     Over 
$1,000,000  is  spent  in  the  season  by  Deep  Creek  residents  and  their  visitors. 

Five  food  stores  in  Oakland  sell  '"^55,000  worth  of  goods  to  the  summer  resi-    ;  :;.,  , 

1  H 
dents.     Retail  and  service  establisliments  in  Oakland  estimate  that  5  to  50^5 

of  their  summer  business  is  with  the  visitors,  ■ 

An  estimated  additional  105  persons  in  Garrett  County  and  117  in  "^ 

Allegany  County  are  hired  for  the  toi^-ist  and  vacation  business  and  draw 

'■■.150,000  in  wages.     The  recreation  business  could  increase  to  010,000,000, 
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'"■20,000,000  or  even  more.     But  tefore  this  can  tal:e  place  there  are  many 
improvements  that  mast  te  made,     A  summary  of  the  major  recommendations 
made  in  this  report  is  listed  below, 

1,  There  must  be  good  hard-svirfaced  roads  giving  access  to 
recreation  areas  and  resorts.     In  addition  to  those  now 
schedii2ed  by  Garrett  County  and  the  State,  there  is  recom- 
mended the  paving  of  24-  miles  of  existing  roads,  ne\>7  roads 
of  1,1S  miles  and  Improvement  of  11  miles  of  stoned  and 
dirt  roads  at  an  estimated  cost  of  "-750,000, 

2,  Greatly  increased  lodging  accoiarnodations  of  all  kinds, 
including  some  cabins  at  -'MyO  a  i^reek  only  are  needed. 
The  present  capacitor  in  both  counties  is  only  about 
2,4.00  persons.     The  Oakland-Deep  Creek  area,  especially, 
lacks  sufficient  hotel  and  motel  space.     In  tliree  to  four 
years  there  should  be  double  this  capacitj'-.     This  is  a 
job  for  private  enterprise  with  the  State  providing  an 
additional  50  cabins,   as  necessary,  at  moderate  rentals, 

3,  With  a  half  dozen  exceptions,  food  served  in  the  restau- 
rants, \rhile  good,   is  "undistinguished"  as  tlie  Ne^^^  York 
Times  stated  in  a  recent  article,     T^^o  or  three  new 
restaurants,   sensitive  to  the  tastes  of  metropolitan 
residents,  are  a  necessity  and  should  be  siiccessfiil, 

4.,     There   is  not  a  foot  of  public  beach  or  par-k  on  Deep  Creek 
Lalcds  64.  mile  shore  line.     To  bring  in  large  mimbers  of 
visitors  to  help  develop  the  lake,  a  200  acre  State  beach 
park  is  recommended, 

5,  Swalloir  Falls  and  Herrington  Ifenor  should  be  combined  into 
a  State  Park,   adding  only  picnic  facilities  and  parking 
space  at  the  Falls  proper  but  developing  e:rtensively  all 
the  features  and  facilities  at  Herrington  iianor.     The  day 
attendance  is  small  compared  with  the  possibilities  of 
the  area, 

6,  Similarly,  improveTrents  are  proposed  at  Veii  Germany  and 

at  Big  Run,  where  increased  public  interest  will  be  stimu- 
lated by  the  now  completed  Savage  River  reservoir. 

7,  The  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  the  summit  of  Mils  Mountain 
and  its  slope  comiTianding  the  "Farrows"  at  Ci.imberland  as  an 
historic  park;   the  development  of  the  former  CCC  camp  in 
the  Green  Ridge   State  Forest  as  a  group  camping  and  picnic 
areaj    small  picnic  centers  at  Dans  ilountain  and  High  Rock 
and  at  fire  tourer  sites;   roadside  picnic  centers  and  turn- 
outs;  and  a  picnic   site  at  the   historic  stone  bridge  on 
Route  4.0,   east  of  Grant sville,  are  among  the  recommenda- 
tions for  State  action, 

vi 


8,  The  total  estimated  cost  for  land  acquisition  is  ^119,075; 
$91,350  in  Garrett  County  and  $27,725  in  Allegany  County. 
Total  development  and  construction  costs  are  estimated  to 
be  $1,832,385.  The  total  recommended  program  for  State 
and  local  units.  Including  road  construction,  is  estimated 
to  cost  $2,816,4.35  over  a  period  of  7  years, 

9.  Moderate  charges,  usual  in  State  areas,  are  proposed  for 
parking,  bathhouses,  tent  rentals  and  use  of  sports  equip- 
ment. This  income,  in  addition  to  proceeds  from  two  inns 
and  housekeeping  cabins  at  moderately  advanced  rentals, 

is  expected  to  exceed  by  $10,692,  the  total  estimated 
cost  of  operating  and  maintaining  the  park  and  recreation 
areas  which  is  $229,4-08.  Regional  park  personnel,  including 
naturalists,  are  recommended, 

10,  The  region's  future  as  a  prosperous  vacation  center  is 
threatened  by  continual  pollution  of  fishing  streams  by 
mine  acids,  the  dumping  of  industrial  and  municipal  wastes 
into  the  Potomac,  uncontrolled  strip  mining  and  increasing 
defacement  of  highv;ays  by  billboards.  Necessary  additional 
legislation,  strict  law  enforcement  and  voluntary  action 
are  urged  to  bring  these  injurious  conditions  under  control, 
A  regional  master  plan  is  recommended. 

11,  The  mineral  rights  in  16,000  acres  of  State  lands  are  priv- 
ately owned.  The  State  should  acquire  these  rights,  partic- 
ularly where  there  is  any  threat  of  mining  or  quarrying  in 
park  or  recreation  areas, 

12,  While  a  generous  investusnt  by  the  State  is  proposed,  the 
principal  development  of  the  region  should  be  under  private 
enterprise.  A  regional  promotional  council  is  irecommended. 
Motels,  lodges,  restaiorants,  summer  residential  developnsnts 
around  small  artificial  lakes,  home  beautification,  private, 
agency  and  church  camps,  packaged  tours,  a  craft  industry, 
promotion  of  the  maple  sugar  industry,  gift  shops,  road- 
side stands,  a  well  located  and  well  designed  high  class 
amusement  center,  riding,  bus  service,  landing  fields, 
youth  hostels,  and  a  well  thought  out  promotion  plan  of 
special  events  and  advertising  should  prove  profitable. 

The  State  should  set  up  a  bttreau  of  promotion  and  develop- 
ment to  advance  the  vacation  and   tourist  business  on  a 
State-wide  basis. 
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CIIilPT3R  I 

Ai'ALYSIS  OF  THE  RSGION  AS  A 
S'uITABLE  VACATIOF  liBKX 


Description 
Size  and  Location 

Allegany  Goi.mty  is  the  central  one   of  the  three  mountainous 
counties  of  ^.iestern  Lcirj''land.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  tj'  Pennsylvania; 
on  the  east  trr  Sideling  Hill  Creek  which  separates  it  from  Washington  County, 
Iiarj'"land3   on  the   southeast  and  south  hy  the  Potomac  River  xrhich  is  the 
■..'est  Virginia  boujidaryi   and  on  the  west  by  Garrett  County,  liaryland.     It 
comprises  an  area  of  477  square  miles, 

Garrett  County  is  the  most  ire  stern  and  geogi-aphically  one  of  the 
largest  counties  of  the  State.      It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pennsylvania; 
on  the  rest  by  'est  Virginia;  and  on  the  south  end  east  hj  T'est  Virginia 
and  Allegany  Coujitj'-,  liaryland.     The  County's  area  is  660  square  miles. 
Topography 

Both  coujities  lie  in  the  .Ippalachieji  region,     Allegany  Coiinty, 
T.'hose  topography  varies  from  strongly  rolling  to  mouiitainoiis ,  includes  a 
portion  of  the  plateau,  district  of  the  Appalachians  lying  \iest  of  the  east- 
ern foot  of  Dans  and  Piney  Ilountains.     Another  distinct  district,  the  ridge 
district,   includes  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Coixnty  lying  to  the  east 
between  the  piney  ilountains  and  Sideling  Hill  Creek.     Appro::imately  four- 
fifths  of  the  County  is   in  the  ridge  district.      "Topographica-lly  tlie  Coxinty 
consists  of  a  succession  of  parallel  sandstone  ridges  irhich  cross  the  State 
from  northeast  to  southvrest  with  intervening  limestone  and  shale  valleys."  1/ 


1/     J.S.  Department  of  Agricultujre,  Soil  Survey  of  Allegany  County,   1926. 


The  principal  ridges,  naming  them  from  west  to  east,  are  Dans  Moxintain, 
Uills  Mountain,  Martin  Mountain,  Warrior  Mountain,  Polish  Mountain,  Green 
Ridge  Mountain  and  Town  Hill. 

Elevations  in  Allegany  County  rise  to  2,000  feet  at  Town  Hill 
south  of  Fifteen  Mile  Creek,  east  of  Green  Ridge  Mountain  and  Martin 
Mountain;  to  1,900  feet  north  of  Route  A-O   on  Evitts  Mountain,  north  of 
Route  4.0  on  VJills  Moiintain,  north  of  Harrows  Park  at  Cumterland  and  on  Piney 
Mountain  about  midway  between  Barrelville  and  Route  J+O.     Dans  Rock  and  Wolf 
Rock,  both  on  Dans  Mountain,  have  heights  of  2,S98  and  2,796  respectively, 
while  Samson's  Rock  in  the  extreme  vjs stern  part  of  the  County  on  Big  Savage 
Mountain  is  2,9-42  feet  high.  Warrior  Mountain,  approximately  in  the  center 
of  the  Co-onty,  is  2,135  feet  high, 

Garrett  Coxmty  comprises  two  sections,  the  mountafjis,  occupying 
approximately  three-fourths  of  the  County,  and  the  high,  broad,  rolling 
plateau  lying  west  of  Backbone  Moimtain  and  south  of  Thayerville.  There 
are  four  prominent  ridges  having  an  orientation  similar  to  the  ridges  in 
Allegany  County.  The  most  prominent  ridge  is  Backbone  Mountain  and  its 
continuation,  Big  Savage  Mountain,  averaging  about  3,000  feet  elevation 
and  attaining  some  3,4.00  feet  in  the  southviest  corner  of  the  County. 

Some  of  the  higher  elevations  in  Garrett  Coionty,  as  shOT.Ta  on  the 
map,  are  St.  John  Rock,  2,900  feet;  High  Rock,  2, 991 I  Eagle  Rock,  3,160; 
Roth  Rock,  3,252;  Table  Rock,  3,073  and  Keyser  Ridge  on  U.S.  219,  just  south 
of  U.S.  A.0,  2,880.  The  highest  point  in  the  County  and  State  is  believed 
to  be  an  elevation  of  3,360  on  Backbone  Mountain,  which  is  best  visible  from 

Silver  Lake  on  Route  219. 

One  marked  characteristic  of  the  mountain  ridgss  in  the  region, 
is  the  nearly  unbroken  continuity  of  their  crests. 
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Generally  moimtainous  as  are  the  t\io   coiurties,  the  forested  ridges 
are  interspersed  with  niany  good  valley,  and  some  hilltop  f arras. 
Drainage 

The  streams  of  Allegany  County  flow  in  fairly  narrow,  steep-sided 
channels  and  are  swift.  Their  volume  varies  widely  in  accordance  with  the 
geologic  structure  and  the  seasons.  Fifteen  Mile  Creek  and  Sideling  Hill 
Greek  run  ver^r  low  in  dry  weather.  On  the  other  hand,  the  volui::e  of  flow 
in  Town  and  Evitts  Creeks  is  good,  even  in  midsummer.  Most  of  the  large 
streams  are  subject  to  spring  and  fall  floods,  often  leaving  deposits  of 
logs  and  other  debris.  The  streams  flow  into  the  Potomac  which  provides  the 
principal  drainage  for  this  County. 

Garrett  County  drains  into  the  loughiogheny  and  the  Casselman, 
its  tributary,  which  flow  north,  and  into  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac, 
whose  principal  tributary.  Savage  River,  flows  generally  south.  Both  the 
loughiogheny  and  Savage  Rivers  have  cut  deep  gorges.  The  water  volume  in 
the  Garrett  Coimty  tributary  streams  does  not  shov/  as  v/ide  a  seasonal  vari- 
ation as  does  that  in  the  eastern  Allegany  streams. 
Climate 

In  the  soil  survey  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 
published  in  1926,  the  climate  of  Garrett  County  was  called  "invigorating 
and  healtliful."  Winter  weather  was  termed  not  severe  while  "the  summers 
are  almost  ideal  with  comfortably  warm  days  and  cool  nights."  Such  periods 
of  hot  i;eather  as  occurred  were  held  to  be  of  short  duration. 

This  characterization  is  sustained  by  the  reports  of  the  Weather 
Bureau  over  a  long  period  of  years.  The  average  mean  temperatures  for  the 
three  summer  months  tal:en  at  Oakland,  over  the  ten  year  period  194.0-194-9 
were:  June,  65.6;  July,  6S.4;  and  August  66.3. 
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If  statistics  tal^en  in  1922  are  noted  it  is  found  that  the  tempera- 
tijres  at  Oakland  were  about  the  same.  The  record  showed  noriaal  mean  tempera- 
tures were:  June,  63.5;  July,  66,7;  and  August,  65.7.  In  that  same  year 
the  temperatures  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  at  G^antsville,^^^here  the 
elevation  is  only  110  feet  lower  than  at  Oakland, the  temperatures  for  the 
three  months  were,  respectively  63,7,  68.0  and  66.6.  -'  At  other  representa- 
tive locations  in  the  County  average  mean  temperatures  in  1950  were:  June 
62.3,  July  63.2,  August  63.4-  at  Hew  Germany,  elevation  2,4,68  feet;  and  62.3, 
64.9,  and  64,7  at  Deep  Creek  Lake,  elevation  2,460  feet. 

The  vacationist  is  concerned  not  only  v/ith  average  temperatures, 
but  also  with  hov/  hot  the  vreather  is  likely  to  be.  The  average  maximums  of 
temperatures  shown  at  Oalcland  for  the  ten  years,  1940  to  1949  were:  June, 
87.8,  July,  80,7,  and  August  88,7.  Only  four  times  during  this  period  did 
the  thermometer  rise  to  91  degrees  in  July  and  only  five  times  to  90  degrees. 
In  August,  temperatures  reached  90  or  more  only  three  times.  During  the  last 
two  vreeks  in  July,  1951,  while  temperatures  of  90  degrees  irere  common  in 
Baltimore  and  other  eastern  cities,  a  visitor,  spending  one  week  in  the 
Green  Ridge  section  of  Allegany  County  and  another  xjeek  at  Tew  Germany  in 
Garrett  County,  requ.ired  one  or  two  blankets  every  night  except  one. 

The  average  temperatures  in  September  and  October  in  Garrett  County 
are  worth  noting,  particularly  in  behalf  of  weekend  tourists.  In  September 
for  the  period  1940  to  1949  the  averages  vjere  59.9  degrees  vrith  the  average 
maximum  at  85.5  while  October  average  mean  temperatures  were  51.1  and  a 
maximum  79.5. 

At  Cumberland,  i:here  the  elevation  is  only  623  feet,  the  average 
temperatures  for  the  three  summer  months  in  1950  were:  Jime,  69.6  or  1.3 


2/  u,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Op,  cit. 
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degrees  Ibelow  normal,  July,  71.2  or  3.3  degrees  below  normal,  and  August, 
71.7  or  .8  degrees  belov;  normal.     At  Frost burg  which  is  much  higher  than 
Cumberland,  1,929  feet,   and  not  as  sheltered,  the  averages  v;ere  as  follows: 
June,   66,0  or  1,8  degrees  below  normal,  J-oly  67.2  or  4-, 3  degrees  below 
normal,  and  August  68. 4  or  1.5  degrees  below  norr^l.     At  Uestemport,  1,D00 
feet  elevation,  the  temperatures  averaged  3  or  4  degrees  higher  than  at 
Frost burg. 

Uhen  the  statistics  of  1922  are  consulted  it  is  found  that  in 
Allegany  Cotmty,  as  in  Garrett  County,  they  were  about  the  same  as  during 
the  past  decade. 

The  normal  winter  temperatures  at  the  various  Garrett  County 

stations  are: 

December  January  February 

Oakland  29.9  28.3  28. 3 

Deep  Creek  29.6  27.5  27.7 

New  Germany  22.2  37,6 

In  Allegany  County  the  normal  vrinter  temperatures  are: 

December  January  February 

Cumberland  34.1  31.4  33.2 

Frostburg  29.5  30,0  30.5 

Uesternport  35.0  31.9  32.6 

In  1922,  the  average  winter  temperatures  at  these  locations  ware 
similar. 

As  the  figures  show,  tte  winter  temperatures  in  Allegany  County 
average  several  degrees  higher  tlian  in  Garrett  County, 

The  vacationist  hopes  above  all  for  clear  weather  during  his 
precious  two  weeks,  week  or  weekend  holiday.     In  the  Oakland-Deep  Creek- 
Swallow  Falls  area  in  Garrett  County,  the  following  is  xrhat  he  may  expect, 
based  on  the  ten  year  average,  1940  tlirough  1949. 
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In  July  there  will  te  8-I/3  days  of  clear  v/eather  and  in  August 
9  days.  On  the  other  hand,  he  need  not  fear  uiore  than  k.   and  6  days  respec- 
tively in  these  two  months  of  all  day  cloudy  weather.  The  in-between  days 
he  can  call  partly  clear  or  partly  cloudy,  depending  on  whether  he  is  an 
optimist  or  a  pessimist.  These  days  average  18-1/2  days  in  July  and  16 
days  in  August.  If  he  groups  his  clear  and  partly  clear  days,  the  vacation- 
ist may  expect  26-1,^2  such  days  in  Jiily  and  25  in  August. 

In  September,  the  vacationist  can  expect  more  than  12  days  of 
entirely  clear  weather  and  no  more  cloudy  days  than  in  August.  It  is  also 
lilcely  that  there  will  be  much  less  rain  than  in  July  or  August. 

In  terms  of  inches  of  rainfall  in  the  10  year  period  referred  to 
above,  Garrett  County  averaged  4-. 8  inches  in  August  and  just  a  little  more 
in  July.  September  recorded  3.4-  inches,  while  October  had  an  average  of 
only  2.82. 

While  Garrett  County  not  only  has  more  rainfall  than  Allegany 
County  and  is  in  fact  one  of  the  wettest  coimties  in  the  State,  brief 
showers  or  downpoiirs  follov/ed  by  clearing  weather  for  a  major  part  of  the 
day  are  characteristic  of  its  summers,  so  that  the  vacationist's  plans  for 
outings  do  not  encounter  much  interference.  The  Allegany  County  climate  is 
definitely  more  humid  than  that  of  Garrett  Coimty. 

Fog  is  not  frequent  enough  in  the  region  to  be  worth  reporting. 
Thunder  storms  are  common  but  are  feirer  in  August  than  in  July.  September 
has  very  few  thunder  storms.  High  winds  in  the  region  are  very  rare. 

The  snov?fall  is  of  interest  particularly  in  relation  to  skiing. 
The  first  snows  in  Garrett  County  come  between  October  l6th  and  November  1st. 
The  average  unmelted  snowfall  during  the  winter  months  is  from  60  to  80 
inches,  but  the  number  of  days  with  snow  cover  averages  only  30  to  60.  The 
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experience  in  recent  years  is  that  skiing  conditions  are  favorable  only 
about  once  in  three  years, 
Heathfulness  of  the  Climate 

The  healthf;ilness  of  Garrett  County  has  been  recognized  at  least 
for  nearly  a  century.  John  \-\   Garrett,  President  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  in  his  annual  report  for  1860  wrote,  "The  salubrious  climate  and 
beautiful  country  among  the  highlands  of  Ifestern  Maryland  have  elicited  much 
attention  during  the  past  season." 

On  good  medical  authority,  the  term,  "salubrious,"  may  be  trans- 
lated as  "good  for  sufferers  from  hay  fever  and  asthma,"  and  can  be  applied 
to  both  Garrett  and  Allegany  counties,  Henry  S,  Garrett,  Jolin' s  brother, 
annually  fled  to  this  mountain  refuge  to  escape  visitations  of  hay  fever. 
The  picturesque  Garrett  Memorial  Church  in  Oakland  was  erected  by  the  Garrett 
family  in  his  memory.  The  U,S.  Departcsnt  of  Agriculture  vrhich,  as  previously 
quoted,  referred  to  the  Garrett  Coimt;/  climate  as  almost  ideal,  stated  of 
Allegany  County  that  it  had  a  temperate,  humid  climate  \rith  rather  severe 
winters,  but  pleasant  summers  with  periods  of  excessive  temperatures  infre- 
quent and  brief. 

Explicit  testimony  in  1951  from  the  Maryland  State  Department  of 
Health  rounds  out  the  evidence.  Doctor  Dean  Roberts,  Deputy  Director  T^Trites: 
"Although  we  lack  specific  information  on  the  distribution  of  pollens,  it 
can  be  said  that  both  Garrett  Coimty  and  Allegany  County  are  regarded  as 
favorable  climates  for  hay  fever  and  asthma  sufferers.  Our  health  officer 
in  Garrett  County  is  an  asthmatic  and  he  selected  Garrett  County  deliberately 
because  he  kne-^f  it  to  be  a  good  climate  for  one  having  his  condition.  To 
my  knowledge  he  has  not  had  any  difficulty  with  asthma  since  moving  into  this 
area.  Although  hay  fever  and  astlmia  are  not  officially  reportable  diseases 
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it  can  te  said  that  they  seem  to  be  less  prevalent  in  these  two  western 
counties  than  in  other  parts  of  the   state." 

The  mountain  air  is  clean  except  where,  as  in  Cinncerland ,  a  heavy- 
industry  prevails  and  soft  coal  is  used  as  fuel. 

The  visitor  vjill  discover  that,  even  in  nid-sunmier,  mosqioitoes 
are  rare. 
Natural  Resoiirces 

The  natiiral  resources  of  the  tvro  counties  are  of  a  quality  and 
quantity  to  provide  a  revrarding  base  for  recreation.     Seventy  per  cent  of 
the  land  area  of  Garrett  Covinty  and  66^  of  Allegany  County  are  woodland. 
The  approximate  forest  area  in  Garrett  County  is  296,000  acres  and  tn 
Allegany,  202,000.     This,  together  with  the  State's  program  of  conservation, 
is  a  substantial  part  of  the  region's  recreation  potential.     Much  of  the 
entire  area  consists  of  great  unbroken  stretches  of  forests  containing 
some  scattered  farming  areas  and  a  few  concentrations  of  urban  population. 

The  forests  are  primarily  second  groi'/th  in  ■'■/hich  hard  woods  pre- 
dominate.    Among  the  hardvjoods  are   sugar  maple,  red  maple,  red  oak,  white 
oak,  beech,  hickory,  ash,  black  walnut,   black  locust,   sycamore,  butternut, 
flowering  dcgvrood  and  other  species.     Red  oak  is  the  principal  commercial 
species.     The  softwoods  include  spruce,   hemlock,  white  pine  and  Virginia 
pine  among  other    tree    types.   3/ 

The  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  of  the  State  aims  three  large 
forest  areas  in  Garrett  County:  Swallow  Falls  State  Forest  of  7,132  acres, 
lying  five  miles  northwest  of  Oakland;   Savage  River  Forest  in  two  sections 


3/  U.S.  Forest  Searvice,  Forest  Statistics  for  ^^estern  Maryland,  1951. 


.1  :'iiiV-"yy: 


\Xj      ,-  u  ^- 


:i/s  ■■ ,  i  .i.-:> 


■  fts!V>-   •  !.'!.••■." 


9 


totaling  51,475  acres,  one   section  vest  and  the  other  south  and  southi'est 
of  Grantsville;   and  the  Potomac  State  Forest  comprising  12,057  acres,  also 
in  tvjo  sections,  one  bordering  on  the  Potomac  River  and  the   other  along  Back- 
bone Mountain  near  State  Highway  135.     As  can  be  seen  on  the  official  high- 
vray  maps  of  the  State,  these  forests  bulk  most  heavily  in  the  eastern  and 
more  mountainous  sections  of  the  County, 

The  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  ovms  in  Allegany  County  the 
Green  Ridge  State  Forest  comprising  25,451  acres  and  lying  in  the  eastern 
third  of  the  County.     The  forest  lands  of  the  State  are  not  completely 
continuous  areas.     In  some  sections  they  are  interspersed  with  private  land, 
principally  farms.     This  is  especially  true  of  the  Green  Ridge  Forest  vrhich 
includes  a  large  abortive  real  estate  project. 

The  State  forests  were  acquired  by  gift,  transfer  from  the  Federal 
Government  of  sub-marginal  land  and  by  purchase. 

Deposits  of  coal,  clay  and  sand  of  varying  value  and,  of  course, 
stone,  underly  portions  of  the   surface  of  the  counties  including  State  larii. 
At  present  29  gas  wells  have  been  sunk  in  the  Mountain  Lake  Park  region 
and  are  being,  more  or  less,  profitably  worked.     Some  of  the  most  promising 
vacation  area  is  considered  to  be  within  the  natural  gas  belt.     However, 
the  volume  of  the  supply  of  gas  is  open  to  question.     The  appendix  of  this 
report  includes  statistics  on  State  owned  lands  in  which  the  mineral  rights 
are  State  ovmed  or  privately  owned.     Later  reference  is  made  in  this  report 
to  the  problem  created  by  non-State  ownership  of  minerals  underlying  the 
surface  of  its  properties. 

The  State  Game  and  Inland  Fish  Commission  oinas  and  administers 

the  follovdng  areas: 
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1.  Mount  Nebo,  Hoop  Pole  Ridge,   on  U.S.  Route  219  north  of 
Oakland,   administered  jointly  with  the  Department  of 
Forests  and  Parks  comprising  1,895  acres.     It  is  a  game 
refuge  and  hunting  grovmds. 

2.  Thayer  State  Game  Refuge  and  Hunting  Grounds,  Deep  Creek 
Lake   in  two  sections  totaling  977  acres, 

3.  Bear  Creek  Fish  Rearing  Station,  Garrett  County,  60  acres, 

4..     Billmeyer  Refuge,  vjest  of  Tovm  Hill  Ridge  on  Route  4.0, 
658  acres,  primarily  for  habitat  improvement, 

5.  Beilegrove,  near  Route  4.0,  385  acres,  turkey  refuge. 

6.  Warrior  Mountain,  central  Allegany  County,  2,200  acres, 
75  per  cent  for  hunting,  25  per  cent  for  refuge. 

7.  Dans  Mountain,  being  acquired,   5,600  acres,   75  per  cent 
for  hunting,  25  per  cent  for  refuge. 

The  Department  of  Game  and  Inland  Fish  has  also  established 
numerous  refuge  and  propagation  units  on  State  forest  lands  and  on  farms. 
Thus  73  units  v/ere  established  in  Garrett  County  in  1950.     No  hunting  is 
permitted  on  such  areas. 

There  are  several  private  hunting  areas  owned  by  sportsmen's  clubs 
and  an  increasing  number  of  areas  trhich  are  leased  by  hunters  for  their  ovm 
private  hunting.     The  latter  areas  range  from  100  to  nearly  1,000  acres  and 
comprise  tv.'o  types  of  properties;  first,  farms  on  which  the  ov/ner  restricts 
hunting  to  his  friends  or  admits  hunters  for  a  fee;  and  second,  non-farm 
areas  which  are  acquired  for  both  hunting  and  timbering.     Since  the  leasing 
of  land  for  hunting  purposes  is  nov;here  officially  recorded,  no  record 
exists  of  the  number  and  acreage  of  such  himting  grounds.     However,   it  has 
been  estimated  that  there  are   50  such  grounds  in  Garrett  County  and  20  in 
Allegany. 

Among  other  attractions,  Uestern  Maryland  provides  some  of  the 
'•Bst  fishing  and  hunting  in  the  State.     It  is  only  in  certain  streams  in 
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Garrett  County  that  there  is  a  natural  reproduction  of  trout,  due  to  the 

changing  character  of  the  streams  and  to  the  pressure  of  fishing.  This 

problem  is  met  by  stocking  appropriate  waters  trith  rainbow  and  brovm  trout. 

The  larger  trout  streams  are  Savage  River,  Bear  Creek,  Evitts  Creek  and 

Cherry  Creek;  the  latter  is  restricted  to  fly  fishing.  Harm  water  fishing 

has  proved  most  popular  in  Herrington  Kanor  lake,   Lake  Cunningham  in  the 

Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area,  Deep  Creek  Lake,  Frostburg  Reservoir  on 

Piney  Creek  and  the  Youghiogheny  Reservoir.  Though  in  Pennsylvania,  the 

Cumberland  Reservoir,  Lakes  Gordon  and  Koon,  are  open  to  fishing  as  will 

be  the  Kev/  Savage  River  Reservoir.  These  locations  are  supplemented  by 

small  streams  and  impoundments  as  the  accompanying  maps  indicate.  Ten  streams 

in  /illegany  County  and  19  streams  -and  lalces  in  Garrett  County  are  listed  in 

the  Maryland  Inland  Fishing  Guide  issued  ty  the  Department  of  Game  and  Inland 

Fish  as  containing  large  and  small  mouth  bass,  crappie,  sunfish,  three 

species  of  trout,  suckers  and  catfish.  The  Guide  naces  the  nearest  towns 

and  identifies  the  nearest  highvrays.  The  State  endeavors  to  satisfy  the 

ever  mounting  dem.and  of  sportsmen  and  resort  operators  tlirough  its  program 

of  stocking  both  adults  and  fingerlings  in  both  cold  and  v/arm  waters, 

Garrett  County  is  easils^  first  among  the  State's  counties  in  its 

abundance  of  deer.  The  legal  deer  kill  in  the  County  made  an  astonishing 

increase  from  34-  in  1934-  to  484.  in  1948.  In  194-9  the  comparative  kill  of 

male  deer  in  Maryland  counties  vras  as  folloifs: 

Coiinty  Deer  Killed 

Garrett  493 

Allegany  177 

Washington  105 

Frederick  79 

Cecil  50 

Worcester  52 

Total    '  956 
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Occasionally  black  tear  are  reported  in  the  mountains  while  hob- 
cats  are  fairly  coEsnon  in  the  wilder  sections  of  Garrett  County.  The  test 
small  gaiue  hunting  in  Marylard  is  in  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties  and 
includes  squirrel,  rabbit,  raccoon,  opposum,  vroodchuck,  red  and  grey  fox, 
pheasant,  grouse,  quail  and  wild  turkey.  Muskrat,  mink  and  other  fur  bear- 
ing animals  are  being  trapped  in  increasing  numbers.  Both  timber  rattlers 
and  copperheads  are  common  in  the  tvro  counties.  Data  on  the  1950-51  game 
kill  Including  fur  bearing  animals  are  shovm  in  the  appendix. 

In  common  'iJith  the  rest  of  Maryland,  the  irestern  counties  have 
no  natural  lakes.  To  date  except  for  some  artificially  created  ponds  and 
swimming  pools  there  are  no  bodies  of  water  in  Allegany  County.  Several 
sizable  laices  have  been  built  in  Garrett  County.  These  will  be  described 
later  in  the  report. 
Scenic  Attractions 

Scenic  beauty  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  attractions  for  tourists 
and  vacationists.  Western  Maryland  has  this  quality  to  a  marked  degree, 
and  the  scenes  that  it  offers  have  great  variety. 

Despite  a  growing  number  of  billboards  which  disfigure  the  land- 
scape, there  are  long  stretches  of  State  and  county  roads  commanding  continxi- 
ous  views  of  beaatiful  farm  and  mountain  scenery  from  high  elevations. 
Several  of  the  most  choice  locations  on  State  Roads  4-0  and  50  have 
been  provided  by  the  State  Roads  Commission  with  turnouts.  Elsewhere,  for 
example  on  Tovm  Hill  Mountain,  a  hotel  has  provided  an  outlook.  Some  loca- 
tions with  superb  views  are  to  be  found  on  only  slightly  travelled  dirt 
roads  off  the  beated  path. 

There  are  rock  formations  on  mountain  ridges  which  command 
especially  spectacular  views,  Sampson's,  High,  Roth,  Sir  John's  and  Eagle 
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Potomac  River 


Rhododendron  Trail 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 
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Rocks  in  Garrett  Coimty  and  Lovers  Leap  on  ^'ills  Mountain  at  Cumberland, 
Dans  and  i.'olf  Rocks  are  such  locations.  From  the  paved  highv/ays,  these 
rocks  are  reached  by  dirt  or  stone  roads  which,  without  exception,  are  in 
poor  condition.  At  the  present  time  the  motorist  may  prefer  to  complete 
his  trip  to  the  rock  on  foot.  Several  of  the  rocks  are  the  sites  of  fire 
control  towers  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks.  These  may  be 
climbed  by  the  visitor  vjho  wishes  to  attain  another  60  to  100  feet  of  height. 

The  number  of  special  scenic  drives  that  the  tourist  or  vacationist 
m3.ght  take  in  the  region  is  very  large.  Some  of  thtese  drives  like  that  on 
Route  219  south  of  Oalvland,  go  through  attractive  farming  country  vjith 
lofty  Backbone  Mountain  almost  constantly  in  view  to  the  southeast.  Other 
drives  are  through  beautiful,  fairly  narrov:  stream  valleys  with  steep  hills 
on  either  side,  such  as  that  on  Maryland  Route  1^.2   along  Bear  Creek  from  the 
State  fish  hatchery  near  the  intersection  of  Routes  219  and  42  all  the  way 
to  Friendsville.  A  large  section  of  Deep  Creek  Lake  may  be  seen  on  the  drive 
along  U.S.  19  from  McHenry  to  Thayerville.  Other  scenic  drives  along  water- 
ways include  that  along  the  Youghiogheny  impoundment  from  Friendsville  north 
to  Selbysport  and  beyond  and  along  the  Savage  River  from  Bloomington  to  the 
River's  intersection  with  Big  Run, 

One  attractive  drive  in  Allegany  County  is  from  Cximberland  to 
IJesternport  on  U.S.  Route  220  which  gives  a  continual  view  of  Dans  Mountain 
and  occasional  views  of  the  Potomac.  Another  is  the  trip  on  U.S.  AO   through 
the  celebrated  narrows  in  VJills  Moiuitain,  regarded  as  one  of  the  "seven 
wonders  of  Maryland."  The  ride  from  Hancock  in  I'ashington  County  to  Cumber- 
land on  U.S.  40  takes  the  traveller  over  a  series  of  high  ridges,  each  com- 
manding excellent  views;  some  of  them  are  of  spectacular  quality.  Telescopes 
at  the  large  sheltered  lookout  on  Tovm  Hill  Mountain  assist  the  visitor  in 
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identifying  the  features  of  a  wide  panorama  of  mountain  scenery.  The  ridge 
roads  running  south'xest  through  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Covinty  provide 
excellent  views.  This  is  true  of  Green  Ridge  Road  and  of  the  little  used 
Stafford  Road. 

The  most  spectacular  water  scenes  in  Western  Maryland  are  found 
at  the  Si.'allow  Falls  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  the  falls  of  Muddy  Creek  in 
Swallow  Falls  Recreation  Area  in  Garrett  County.  These  splendid  falls  com- 
bined with  the  large  stand  of  virgin  hemlocks  are  so  impressive  and  have 
such  intrinsic  drav/ing  power  that  they  give  the  Swallow  Falls  area  authentic 
state  park  quality.  The  Muddy  Creek  Falls  are  the  highest  in  Maryland. 

There  are  numerous  small,  but  picturesque,  falls  and  cascades 
in  Savage  River  beloi/  the  dam  site,  in  Laurel  Run  in  the  Potomac  Forest, 
in  Lostland  Rion  in  the  saire  forest  and  in  other  streams. 

The  Potomac,  Youghiogheny,  Savage  and  the  Casselman  Rivers,  the 
niimerous  large  creeks  and  tumbling  small  streams,  not  to  mention  the  reser- 
voirs and  lakes,  give  the  area,  especially  Garrett  County,  assets  in  "uater 
area  which  any  vacation  land  needs  for  prime  drawing  power. 

The  gorge  cut  ty  ^.'ills  Creek  at  the  Harrows,  ly  the  Youghiogheny 
in  southern  Garrett  Coimty  and  by  the  Savage  River  in  east-central  Garrett 
County,  mines,  quarries,  the  grotesque  formations  on  High  Rock  and  caves 
have  revealed  geological  formations  of  immense  interest  to  geologists. 
This  is  also  true  of  cuts  made  for  highways  and  the  old  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal.  The  gorges  also  have  interest  for  everyday  tourists  and  visitors 
because  of  their  scenic  quality.  The  savrtooth  rocks  at  the  end  of  Fort 
Hill  Mountain  near  Da\;son  are  a  particular  point  of  interest. 

Interest  in  caves  is  universal  and  a  human  characteristic.  Garrett 
and  Allegany  counties  each  have  a  number  of  caves  although  none  of  them  gives 
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promise  of  being  worthy  of  commercial  exploitation.     They  lack  the  spectacu- 
lar stalagiaites,   stalactites  and  other  strange  or  grotesque  formations  vrhich 
are  features  of  caves  in  various  states,  which  have  been  open  to  the  puKLic 
on  a  fee  basis.     Virtually  all  of  the  caves  in  the  two  vrestem  counties  have 
been  carefully  explored  ty  the  Department  of  Geology,  Mines  and  IJater  ResouroBf 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,     Detailed  descriptions  of  them  appear  in  the  Depart- 
ment's bulletin  entitled  "The  Caves  of  Maryland"  by  IJilliam  E,  Davie s.     Under 
present  conditions  there  is  only  one  cave  of  sufficient  interest  and  ease  of 
accessibility  to  be  listed  as  an  available  feature  to  tourists  or  vacation- 
ists.    This  is  the  Sand  Cave,  the  largest  shelter  type  cave  in  Maryland, 
located  near  Kelso's  Gap  on  King  and  Queen  Road  off  Route  475  a  few  miles 
southeast  of  Oakland.     It  has  a  history  of  hums.n  habitation  going  back  to 
Indian  times.     Arrowheads,  charcoal,  flint  chips,  bones  and  a  bone   instrxoment 
were  recovered  here.     The  entrance  is  easy  and  level,  the  entrance  arch 
being  a  good  eight  feet  high  and  very  \>ride.     The  cave   is  on  the  property 
of  Mr.  '^iUiam  Steyer  and  lies  only  a  few  minutes  walk  from  the  road.     The 
path  to  the  cave  is  good  and  there  are  no  poisonous  snakes.     Rubber  soled 
shoes  are  advisable. 

Historic  Attractions 
IJe stern  Maryland  is  particiolarly  rich  in  historic  attractions. 
The  City  of  Cumberland  was  the  center  of  many  of  the  military  movements  of 
George  \^shington  during  the  French  and  Indian  Vfer  and  was  the  starting 
point  of  the  caxiipaign  ending  in  the  defeat  of  General  Braddock,      In  Cumber- 
land, and  in  a  number  of  localities  in  the  t\-io  western  counties,  George 
Washington  made  stops  and  even  visits  of  some  days  at  inns  or  the  homes 
of  friends. 
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The  coointry,  f iirthermore ,  was  inhabited  by  Indians  in  early 
Colonial  times.  The  house  vhere  Jane  Frazier  was  captvred  by  the  Indians 
in  1754  is  still  standing. 

Another  famous  location  was  the  path  of  the  Indian  v/arriors  lead- 
ing from  New  York  State  to  the  Carolina  Mountains,  known  as  the  VJarrior's 
Path. 

Tlie  area  also  figured  in  the  Civil  I-Jar.  This  was  true  both  of 
Oakland  and  the  surrounding  region  and  of  the  Cumberland  area. 

On  the  inventory  map  in  this  report,  page  4-9,  a  number  of  the 
historical  points  of  special  interest  are  identified.  These  and  a  number 
of  others  are  listed  and  located  on  the  official  highway  map  of  the  State 
of  Maryland.  Further,  the  traveler  on  U.S.  and  State  roads  will  find  them 
identified  and  described  on  roadside  markers. 

Otlier  Special  iittraetiong 
Of  interest  to  the  visitor  are  several  old  and  ne^^r  industries. 

Two  are  buckv/heat  flour  mills  operated  partly  by  water  power.  One  is 

Kaeses'  Mill  on  Maryland  Route  ^2  near  its  intersection  with  U.S.  219. 

Another  is  Stanton's  Mill  on  Route  UO   just  east  of  Grantsville,  where  the 

visitor  will  be  intrigued  by  the  old  watenrheel.  He  may  also  buy  some 

choice  buckvrheat  floxir,  a  special  ^'e stern  Marj'-land  product,  at  both  of 

these  mills.  The  city  dweller,  long  removed  from  forest  areas,  may  be 

interested  in  one  or  more  of  the  ^Tomerous  sawmills  in  both  counties.^  He 

may  wish  to  visit  the  Grantsville  Creamery  and  sample  its  choice  cheese, 

or  the  creamery  and  milk  distributing  plants  in  Oakland.  At  Jennings,  on 

Route  ^95  in  Garrett  County,  the  manufacture  of  fire  brick  on  a  large  scale 

under  modern  methods,  may  be  seen  at  the  plant  of  the  Union  Fire  Brick 


.j't 


18 


Company.  Guides  are  provided  for  the  visitor.  There  are  also  such  great 
industries  in  the  area  as  the  huge  Celanese  plant  in  Cumberland  eiiQ)loying 
six  thousand  persons j  the  Kelly  Springfield  Tire  plant  in  Cumberland j  t^jo 
large  Cumberland  brevreries;  and  the  West  Virginia  Paper  and  Pulp  Mill  at  Luke, 

Well  known  in  the  history  of  resorts  are  Mountain  Lake  Park  and 
Deer  Park  east  of  Oakland  which,  before  the  days  of  the  automobile,  attracted 
numerous  visitors  including  such  distinguished  personalities  as  President 
Cleveland  and  his  bride,  Willaim  McKinley  during  his  Presidential  campaign, 
President  Taft  and  William  Jennings  Bryan,  Of  the  large  hotels  built  in 
this  era  in  Deer  Park,  Oakland,  and  Motmtain  Late  Park,  only  that  at  Mountain 
Lake  Park  remains  and  still  attracts  numbers  of  vacationists  as  well  as 
commercial  travelers.  The  visitor  here,  besides  being  reminded  of  the  days 
of  past  glory,  may  see  on  the  hotel  property  two  gas  wells,  for  at  the 
present  time  the  community  is  the  center  of  a  flurry  in  the  production  of 
natural  gas. 

All  in  all,  for  those  vrho  take  their  history  seriously,  or  have 
just  normal  curiosity,  Western  Maryland  has  many  attractions  of  more  than 
passing  interest. 

Population 
In  the  past  twenty  years,  neither  Allegany  nor  Garrett  Counties 
succeeded  in  keeping  pace  with  the  overall  population  increase  in  the  State, 
In  fact,  Garrett  Countj^  has  consistently  lagged  behind  the  State  in  popula- 
tion grovrfch  during  the  last  forty  years,  vjhile  Allegany  County  surpassed 
Haiy land's  grovrth  only  in  the  decade  from  1920-1930,  These  trends  are 
borne  out  by  the  following  table. 
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White  churches  are  a  familiar  part  of  the  community  life 

of  Western  Maryland.  This  is  the  Lutheran 

Church  at  Accident. 


Historic  Toll  House  west  of  Cumberland 

on  the  National  Pike,  the  present  U.S.  40. 

It  is  now  a  gift  shop. 
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TABLE  1 

POPUIATIOK  IK  MilRYLAMD,  ALLEGMY  A]MD  GARRETT  COOTIES 

1920  -  1950 

Maryland  Allegany  County  Garrett  Coxinty 

Year  Hum'her         %  Change  Number      %  Change  ITumber       %  Change 

1950  2,324,2^3  27.6  89,4S4  2.9  21,206         -3.5 

194.0  1,821,2^4  11.6  86,973        10,0  21,981  10.4 

1930  1,631,526  12.5  79,098        13.1  19,908  1.2 

1920  1,449,661  69,939  19,678 


Source;     U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Ranking  the  twenty-three  coxmties  and  Baltimore  City  ty  the  per- 
centage of  population  gain  from  1940-1950,  Allegany  County  ranks  19th, 
while  Garrett  County  was  last,  or  24th. 

The  atove  table  shox-rs  that  Allegany  County  gained  approximately 
2,500  in  population  during  the  period  1940-1950,  yet  data  from  the  Maryland 
Department  of  Health  and  the  U.S.   Bureau  of  Census  indicate  that  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  in  the  period  exceeded  10,900.     Thus,  the  net  out- 
migration  from  the  County  was  about  8,400. 
Age  Groups 

The  distribution  of  the  population  by  age  groups  in  both  counties 
is  most  interesting.     There  vfas  an  increase  in  population  for  the  area  as 
a  whole  during  the  period  up  to  the  age  of  ten  years.     Age  groups  between 
the  ages  of  10  and  29  years  showed  a  decline  during  this  time,  and  the 
population  group  between  30  and  34  years  remained  constant.     Above  35  years 
there  v/as  an  increase  in  population  for  each  age  categoiy.     It  would  thus 
appear  that  the  average  age  of  the  population  in  Western  Maryland  is  increas- 
ing as  a  result  of  the  exodus  of  the  young  and  productive  members  of  the 
labor  force.     This  is  further  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  median  age  of 
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the  population  in  Allegany  County  was  27.5  years  in  194-0,  vrhereas,  the  median 

age  had  advanced  to  30,0  years  in  1950.  In  Garrett  Goimty  a  similar  trend 

is  to  be  found,  since  the  median  age  in  194-0  was  23.6  and  in  1950  it  was 

26.0. 

Rm-al  Population 

There  has  been  a  trend  in  Maryland  for  the  rural  non-farm  popula- 
tion to  increase  over  the  years.     In  1920  some  20.9/5  of  the  State's  popula- 
tion was  foiond  to  be  in  this  category.     Since  that  time  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase.     In  1930  the  r\aral  non-farm  population  amounted  to  25,8^ 
of  the  total  population,  while  in  194-0  the  figure  reached  21,3%, 

All  of  the  population  in  Garrett  County  is  classified  as  living 
in  rural  areas,  as  there  are  no  urban  areas  in  the  County,     Oakland  is  the 
largest  incorporated  place  in  Garrett  County  and  its  popxilation  vras  1,632 
in  1950.     According  to  the  census  definition  of  an  urban  area  or  place,  tvro 
criteria  must  be  met:  1,     the  place  must  be  incorporated,  and  2.  its  popula- 
tion must  be  at  least  2,500.     Because  of  the  fact  that  there  are  no  urban 
places  in  the  Sounty,  the  rural  non-farm  population  has  greatly  exceeded, 
percentagevrise ,   similar  figures  for  Allegany  County  and  the  State,     Approxi- 
mately 51/j  of  the  population  in  the  Covmty  was  classified  as  rural  non-farm 
in  1930,  v/hile  in  194-0  about  50^^  of  the  population  was  thus  classified.     In 
other  words,  all  those  living  in  the  County  and  not  engaged  in  agriculture 
were  considered  to  be  in  the  riu-al  non-farm  category. 
Urban  Population 

More  than  half  of  the  population  in  Allegany  County  v/as  located 
in  urban  areas  in  1940,  according  to  the  1940  Census  of  Popxilation,     In 
that  year  58.3^  of  the  people  in  the  County  lived  in  urban  areas  whereas  in 
1930,   59.1^  of  the  population  made  their  homes  in  such  areas.     While  the 
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data  from  the  1950  Census  are  not  yet  available,  the  results  will  probably 
shov:  a  continuation  of  the  trend  for  the  rural  population,  particularly  the 
non-ffarm  population,  to  increase.  This  surmise  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  County  gained  2.*^  in  population  during  the 
past  decade,  the  four  urban  centers  in  Allegany  County  all  lost  population. 
Thus,  Cumberland  lost  4.. 7%  of  its  1940  population,  F3x>stburg  declined  10.3^ 
in  population,  Lonaconing  shoved  a  6,1^5  decrease,  and  Uestemport  lost  3*5% 
of  its  population  in  the  ten  years.  In  addition,  the  Census  of  Agriculture 
shows  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  number  of  farm  operators  in  the 
County  during  the  five  years  from  194-5-1950,  making  it  quite  likely  that 
the  gain  in  rural  population  is  largely  in  the  non-farm  category. 
Occupational  Groups 

In  terms  of  the  major  occupations  of  the  people  of  IJe stern  Mary- 
land, the  largest  single  classification  is  that  of  operatives,  follo^^red 
by  "craftsmen  and  foremen,"  while  the  third  place  of  importance  is  held  by 
clerical  occupations.  The  same  order  of  importance  is  found  in  Allegany 
County,  which  carries  considerably  more  weight  in  the  composite  than  does 
Garrett  County.  In  Garrett  County,  however,  the  pattern  is  somewhat 
different.  The  "operative"  occupations  are  still  predominant  but  they  are 
followed  by  ^'farmers  and  farm  managers, "  while  third  in  importance  are 
laborers. 

The  most  striicing  fact  in  the  overall  picture  of  occupations 
since  194-0  is  the  decrease  in  the  relative  importance  of  the  operative 
occupations  and  the  increase  in  clerical  and  sales  workers.  Service  workers 
as  well  as  "professional  and  technical"  occupations  also  increased  in  im- 
portance during  the  decade  ^^rhile  farmers  lost  some  of  the  relative  standing. 
Prior  to  1950,  the  tvro  categories  of  clerical  and  kindred  i/orkers,  and  sales 
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workers  uere  combined  and  are  so  indicated  in  the  table. 

In  Garrett  County  the  decline  in  the  relative  importance  of 
"farmers  and  farm  managers"  is  particularly  marked  as  is  the  decrease  in 
the  category  of  "operatives  and  kindred  workers."  Note  that  v/hereas 
laborers  decreased  in  importance  in  Allegany  County  this  occupational 
category  increased  in  Garrett  County.  The  decrease  in  private  household 
workers  in  Garrett  County  is  also  quite  noticeable. 

In  connection  with  the  out-migration  which  Mas   mentioned  previously, 
it  is  important  to  note  that  from  1%0  to  1950  there  has  been  very  little 
growth  in  the  number  of  employed  in  the  area.  Thus,  because  of  the  lack 
of  employment  opportunity,  there  have  been  considerable  numbers  of  the 
population  that  have  decided  to  leave  and  seek  employment  elsevrhere. 

Relation  Of  The  Region  To  Regional  Centers  Of 
Population  And  llearby  Localities 

As  later  samplings  of  patronage  by  visitors  will  show,  Baltimore, 

Washington,  Pittsburgh  and  a  considerable  number  of  cities  of  various  sizes 

in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Maryland,  and  i.Jest  Virginia,  are  the  principal 

population  centers  which  constitute  the  most  logical  "trade  area"  for 

Western  Maryland  as  a  vacation  center.  Next  to  Cumberland,  Pittsburgh  is 

the  major  center  for  shopping  for  major  items  ty  tiie  people  of  Garrett 

County  and  those  of  Allegany  County  living  west  of  Cumberland,  This  logical 

trade  area  is  shown  on  Map  A.  It  is  not  implied  that  visitors  to  the  area 

do  not  come  from  more  distant  points  and  different  states.  However,  the 

vast  majority  come  from  the  region  indicated  and  due  to  factors  of  distance 

and  competing  vacation  centers,  the  above  area  is  the  most  logical  one  for 

emphasis  and  publicity. 
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T  ransportat  ion 

As  elsewhere,  the  overwhelming  majority  of  travelers  in  Western 
Maryland,  either  for  business  or  pleasiore,  arrive  by  automobile.  There  is 
still  considerable  train  travel,  particularly  through  Oakland,  but  the 
number  of  passenger  trains  coming  into  Cumberland  has  been  substantially 
reduced.  One  airline  flies  into  Cimiberland,  There  are  several  private 
landing  fields  in  Garrett  County. 

The  inventory  map  in  this  report  shows  the  State  and  County  road 
system  throughout  the  region.  The  roads  are  identified  as  Federal,  State 
and  Coxmty  roads  and  the  road  type  is  shovm. 

Accessibility  by  hard  surface  roads  is  a  prime  requisite  for  any 
vacation  area  that  is  to  be  heavily  patronized  by  motorists.  The  present 
situation  is  briefly  indicated  in  the  following  discussion. 
Garrett  County 

The  Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area  is  reached  by  good  all- 
weather  roads  from  both  the  north  and  the  south.  Deep  Creek  Lake  is 
reached  and  bordered  to  a  considerable  extent  by  U.S.  219  which  is  paved, 
A  paved  County  road  extends  to  Turkey  Neck  on  the  Lake,  and  additional 
roads  vrill  be  paved  this  year  to  other  sections  of  the  Lake.  The  entrance 
of  Herrington  Manor  is  reached  by  a  paved  County  road  from  Oakland.  The 
outmoded  bridge  and  steep  winding  approaches  to  it  on  this  road  vrill  soon 
be  replaced.  The  County  road  from  Herrington  Manor  to  Swallovr  Falls  Rec- 
reation Area  is  now  being  paved.  The  most  direct  road  from  Oakland  to 
Swallo'.r  Falls,  by  way  of  the  Oakland  Golf  Course,  has  good  bituminous 
pavement.  From  the  north,  the  Swallow  Falls  Recreation  Area  can  be  reached 
l:^'-  a  paved  road  except  for  three-eights  of  a  mile  west  of  McHemy  on  Mary- 
land Route  42.  The  Nevr  Germany  Recreation  Area,  as  yet,  has  no  paved  road 
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leading  to  it.  The  County  road  from  Route  4.0  at  Piney  Grove  is  paved  for 
one  mile.  Thereafter,  it  is  stoned  and  in  places  is  rough  and  washed. 
Meadow  Mountain  road  from  Route  UO   near  Grantsville  to  New  Germany  is 
under  reconstruction  at  the  present  time  and  will  be  paved  to  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  of  the  area  in  the  near  future.  Meadow  Moimtain  road  from 
Thayerville  to  New  Germany  is  a  stoned  road  in  good  condition  except  in  a 
few  spots. 

The  Big  Run  area  in  the  Savage  River  Forest  is  reached  from  the 
southeast  by  vray  of  a  County  dirt  road  connecting  at  Bloomington  with  Mary- 
land Route  135.  This  road  follows  the  River,  the  site  of  the  new  reservoir. 
It  commands  picturesque  views  but  is  narrow  and  in  poor  shape.  A  seven 
mile  stretch  known  as  the  "engineers'  road"  which  commands  good  views  of 
the  dam  and  lake  and  terminates  at  the  intersection  of  Big  Run  and  Savage 
River,  has  numerous  holes  and  some  falling  rock  and  slides.  From  the  con- 
fluence of  Big  RTon  and  Savage  River  there  is  a  good  stone  road  to  the 
Meadow  Mountain  road, 

A  good  black  top  road  may  be  followed  in  going  from  Deer  Park 
to  the  Potomac  Forest  recreation  and  hunting  area.  It  terminates  at  Beth- 
lehem Chapel,  from  which  there  is  a  dirt  road  of  one  mile  to  the  forest 
headquarters. 

The  access  to  Youghiogheny  Reservoir  is  by  way  of  Route  53,  which 
is  paved  from  Friendsville  all  the  v/ay  into  Pennsylvania  and  commands  a 
view  of  the  lake  for  several  miles.  An  unimproved  road  starting  at  Mineral 
Springs  on  Route  53,  parallels  Mill  Run  to  the  shore  of  the  Reservoir. 

The  fishing  and  picnic  area  at  the  Frost burg  Reservoir  in  Garrett 
County  is  reached  ly  vay   of  'Jilhelm  Road,  which  goes  north  and  west  from 
Route  40,  This  is  a  generally  good  stone  road  vrhich  connects  id.th  a  three 
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and  a  half  mile   stone  road  to  the  superintendent's  headquarters, 

A  limited  mileage  of  Federal,  State  and  County  all-vjeather  roads 
passes  throTOgh  or  boarders  on  the  forest  areas  as  distinguished  from  the 
recreation  areas.     These  locations  may  be  readily  identified  on  the  inven- 
tory map.     This  accessibility  is  significant  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
entrance  to  the  forest  areas,  establishing  roadside  picnic  areas  and  for 
roadside  protection. 

Almost  vflthout  exception,  the  roads  to  the  forest  fire  toT^rers 
and  the  "rocks"  are  rough,  narrow  and  in  poor  shape,     ''hile  many  fine  views 
are  obtained  frcrni  hard  surfaced  roads,  there  are  numerous  other  superb 
vievjs  vfhich  are  available  only  on  inferior  roads  which  the  motorist  would 
not  care  to  travel. 

Bus  service  east  and  west  connecting  the  County  with  the  major 
cities  is  available   on  Route  4-0  and  on  Route   50.     However,  there  is  no 
service  from  points  on  Route  40  to  Deep  Creek  Lake  or  Oakland,  or  north 
from  Oakland  to  Deep  Greek.     No  bus  service  reaches  the  State  recreation 
areas , 
Allegany  Coiaity 

The  State  recreation  areas  in  this  County  are  the  hundred  acre 
Lonaconing  area  on  the  slope  of  Dans  Mountain  and  the  fifteen  acre  area 
in  Green  Ridge  near  Route  40.     A  hard  surfaced  road  comes  to  a  point  near 
the  entrance  of  the  Lonaconing  property.     It  is  only  one-tenth  of  a  mile 
from  Route  40  to  the  Green  Ridge  area.     This  route  is  to  be  relocated,  after 
■vrhich  the  entrance  road  with  tv/o  bridges  on  it  can  be  built. 

As  the  inventory  map  shows,  State  forest  lands  are  sho\jn  on  both 
sides  of  Route  40  on  Tpwti  Hill  Mountain  and  Green  Ridge  Mountain.     Such 
lands  come  within  half  a  mile  of  Route  40  at  Bellegrove  and  even  closer  on 
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Polish  Mountain. 

Maryland  Route  51  at  the  south  of  the  County  touches  State  forest 
land  west  of  Picardy, 

There  are  no  paved  roads  to  rocks  and  fire  towers  except  for 
four  hundred  feet  of  the  road  to  Dans  Rock. 

At  every  ridge,  and  at  many  points  in  between,  there  are  excellent 
views  along  Route  4-0.  There  are  a  number  of  good  views  on  U.S.  Route  220- 
south  from  Cumberland  and  on  the  connecting  Maryland  135.  As  in  Garrett 
Coxmty,  there  are  some  superb  views  on  connecting  north  and  south  roads, 
most  of  which  are  good  roads  in  the  summer  but  are  not  all-weather  roads. 

The  Cumberland  Reseirvoir  lakes,  located  in  Pennsylvania,  are 
reached  by  the  well  paved  U.S.  Route  220,  and  are  only  nine  males  from 
Cumberland, 

The  Blue  Ridge  Bus  Lines  have  eight  scheduled  stops  along  Route 
4.0  in  Allegany  County,  and  there  are  eight  daily  buses  each  way  and  an 
e:q)ress  bus  which  stops  only  at  Cumberland, 

The  Reynolds  Transportation  Company  runs  three  buses  daily  each 
vray  between  Elkins,  l.'est  Virginia,  and  Cumberland,  stopping  at  Pritts 
Garage,  Redhouse,  Gortner  and  Oalcland  in  Garrett  County  and  at  Cumberland. 

The  Somerset  Bus  Company  runs  several  buses  daily  between  Pitts- 
burgh and  Cumberland.  Among  the  stops  are  Uilkinsburg,  Greensburg  and  Mount 
Pleasant,  Somerset,  and  West  Salisbury,  Pennsylvania  and  Grantsville,  Frost- 
biirg  and  Barrelville,  Maiyland. 

The  Cumberland  and  Westernport  Transit  Company  runs  buses  to 
numerous  communities  and  to  the  major  industrial  plants  in  the  Cumberland 
suburban  area. 
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The  Economic  Situation  in  Allegany  and  Garrett  Counties 

This  section  of  the  report  presents  the  basic  trends  in  industry 
and  trade  and  the  economic  resources  of  the  two  coiinties.  This  is  essential 
to  an  understanding  of  the  importance  of  the  recreational  outlook. 
Industrial  Trends 

A  distribution  of  the  employment  in  Ue stern  Maryland  by  indtistry 
group  is  shovm  in  Table  2,  with  data  for  each  county  listed  separately. 
In  1950,  the  three  most  important  industry  groups  vrere,  in  the  order  of 
their  importance,  as  follows:  manufacturingj  whole  and  retail  trade:  and 
service  industries.  This  pattern  is  identical  with  that  of  Allegjmy  County 
but  is  quite  different  from  that  of  Garrett  Goxmtj,   where  the  most  important 
industry  group  is  agricultijire  followed  by  the  service  industries. 

For  the  area  as  a  whole,  the  trends  in  evidence  since  194-0  indicate 
that  manufactiiring  employment  has  lost  considerable  ground  since  that  date. 
On  the  other  hand,  "transportation,  communication  and  other  utilities"  has 
increased  substantially  as  has  "wholesale  and  retail  trade."  It  is  evident 
too,  that  mining  is  on  the  decline  as  far  as  providing  employment  opportuni- 
ties. This  industry  lost  employees  in  both  counties  providing  emplojrment 
to  some  8.6^  of  all  the  employees  in  the  area  in  194-0  while  employing  only 
3.B%   of  the  total  workers  in  1950.  The  service  industries  increased  in 
importance  in  Allegany  County  over  the  ten-year  period  but  declined  in 
Garrett  County,  llomen  workers  are  employed  chiefly  in  manufacturing,  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade,  and  service  industriesj  male  employees  in  agricul- 
ture, mining,  construction,  and  transportation. 

For  some  time  the  western  area  of  Maryland  has  been  beset  by 
the  problem  of  unemployment.  In  194-0  and  in  1950  the  percentage  of  the 
population  over  I4  years  of  age  irhich  vjas  in  the  labor  force,  was 
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substantially  lower  than  in  the  country  as  a  whole.     This  was  true  of  both 
male  and  female  members  of  the  population  and  indicated  a  lack  of  employ- 
ment opportunity.     Also,  d^jring  '.'orld  War  II     the  area  provided  workers 
through  out-migration  to  tight  labor  markets.     The  difficulty  in  finding 
emplojrment  in  Western  Maryland  tras  accentuated  after  tiie  war  when  over 
12^  of  the  labor  force  was  unemployed  in  the  area,  and  the  United  States 
Department  of  Labor  classified  both  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties  as 
distressed  areas.     In  fact,  at  one  time  in  194-9  over  20^  of  the  labor 
force  vras  unemployed. 

In  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  econony  of  the  area  is  not  broad 
enough  to  supply  the  employment  needs  of  iUlegany  County  and  Garrett  County, 
the  area  is  in  a  vulnerable  economic  position  because  of  its  dependence  on 
four  major  firms  to  supply  approximately  1^%  of  the  area's  jobs. 

The  four  largest  concerns  in  the  area  are:     the  Celanese  Corpora- 
tion, Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,   Kelljr-Springfield  Tire   Company  and  the 
VJest  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,     The  Celanese  Plant,  which  is  the 
largest  single  employer  in  the  area,   is  a  marginal  plant  and  the  company 
recently  expended  some  tirenty  million  dollars  to  modernize  the  plant,  with 
the  res'olt  that  several  thousand  employees  v/ere  displaced.     It  is  expected 
that  einplo3n:ient  at  the  firm  v/ill  stablize  at  about  5,500  employees.     Employ- 
ment at  the  other  three  firms  is  estimated  to  be  at  the  following  levels 
over  a  long  term  period:     Kelly-Springfield,  2,300?  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  4,000 j  and  '.'est  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper,  1,300.     Unforeseen  con- 
tingencies, however,  may  undermdne  the  competitive  position  of  any  of  these 
firms,  vrhich  would  prove  disastrous  to  the  econoiry  of  Western  Maryland. 

In  194.7  the  Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research  of  the 
University  of  Marylan.d  completed  a  study  of  the  economy  of  Allegany  Coimty, 
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which  is  the  predominant  industrial  area  of  Ifestern  Maryland,  and  among 
other  things  recommended  that  attempts  be  made  to  diversify  economic 
activity  in  the  area, 4/  Other  recoinmendations  vrere  made  xrhich  included 
promotion  of  the  use  of  natural  resources  and  public  recreation.  A  prelimi- 
Esry  report  issued  by  a  federal  group  representing  both  the  Department  of 
Commerce  and  the  Department  of  Labor  also  recommended  diversification  of 
manufacturing . 

Action  by  local  groups  in  "'estern  Maryland  is  progressing,  with 
the  aim  of  broadening  the  industrial  base,  A  Committee  on  Economic  Develop- 
ment of  Allegany  County  has  been  established  to  coordinate  the  activities 
of  several  groups  \ forking  toward  the  same  end.  In  addition,  Allegar^  County 
and  the  City  of  Cumberland  have  been  authorized  to  contribute  funds  to  the 
Cumberland  and  Allegany  Industrial  Promotion  Company.  Just  recently,  tax 
benefits  for  nevj  man'ofacturing  industries  locating  in  Allegany  County  were 
authorized  in  the  hope  that  such  measures  would  bring  a  broadening  of  the 
employment  opportunities  in  industry,  with  secondary  benefits  to  the  retail 
and  service  trades. 
Retail  Trade 

Although  there  were  approximately  the  same  number  of  retail 
establisliments  in  the  area  in  1939  and  in  194-8,  the  average  annual  dollar 
sales  per  establishment  rose  from  approximately  02-4,000  in  the  forrrer  year 
to  about  065,000  in  the  latter.  This  would  indicate  that  the  size  of  estab- 
lishment has  increased  on  the  avejrage.  The  ntimber  of  retail  stores  per 
1,000  population  has  remained  rather  constant  in  Allegany  County,  For 
Garrett  County  there  has  been  an  increasing  number  of  stores  per  1,CC0 

LJ     University  of  Marj'^land,  Bxireau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research,  An 
Economic  Survey  of  Allegany  County,  Maryland,  June  194-7,  p.  15. 
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population,  the  figures  are  as  follows:  8.1  in  1929,  9.5  in  1939,  and  19.7 
in  1948. 

In  194-8  the  total  sales  of  retail  establishments  in  Western 
Maryland  amounted  to  085,624,000,  while  sales  in  1939  totaled  $31,885,000. 
The  per  capita  retail  sales  in  both  counties  increased  very  markedly  between 
1939  and  1948  amounting  to  $179.02  in  Garrett  County  in  the  former  year 
and  0578.14  in  the  latter;  a  percentage  increase  of  222.9/^.  In  Allegany 
County  the  increase  amounted  to  154.0^,  sales  being  0322.51  per  capita  in 
1939  and  0819.33  in  1948. 

Employment  in  the  retail  trade  in  the  area,  as  well  as  in  each 
of  the  couiaties  has  gro^^^n  constantly.  The  total  employirent  in  1929  was 
2,338,  rising  in  1939  to  3,509,  and  in  1948  the  Census  of  Business  showed 
that  there  were  4,710  working  in  the  industry. 

The  census  data  on  retail  sales  are  broken  down  into  thirteen 
categories  of  kinds  of  business.  These  groups  are:  food;  eating  and  drink- 
ing places;  general  stores,  general  merchandise;  apparel;  furniture; 
furnishings;  appliances;  automotive;  gasoline  service  stations;  Itcnber; 
building)  hardware;  drug  and  proprietary  stores;  liquor  stores;  second- 
hand stores;  and  other  retail  stores. 

It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  vacation  and  tourist  industry 
benefits  at  least  four  types  of  retail  establishments,  food  stores,  automo- 
tive group,  filling  stations,  and  eating  and  drinlcing  places.  These  four 
kinds  of  retail  establishments  accounted  for  12,1%   of  the  number  of  estab- 
lishments with  57.3^  of  the  sales  volume,  and  50.9^  of  the  number  of 
emploi-ees  in  the  area  in  1948. 
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Service  Trade 

The  nimiber  of  establishments  in  the  service  trade  increased  in 
the  area  frora  174.  in  1939  to  32^  in  1948.     Establishments  located  in  Garrett 
Count7  remained  stable  but  the  number  in  Allegany  County  rose  sharply.     In 
Allegany  County  the  number  of  businesses  per  1,000  in  1939  was  1.6,  whereas 
in  194-8  the  ratio  rose  to  3.3.     Garrett  County  lagged  behind  the  State  in 
both  years  and  Allegany  County  lagged  in  1939  but  exceeded  the  State's 
ratio  of  establishments  to  population  in  1948, 

Both  counties  showed  an  increase  in  the  annual  sales  and  receipts 
of  service  establishments  in  the  period  1939-1948,  with  Garrett  County 
increasing  its  dollar  volume  from  080,000  to  C;232,000.     Allegany  County 
sales  rose  from  ■p6S3,000  to  )3, 153, 000.     In  terms  of  per  capita  sales 
in  these  years,   Garrett  County  inhabitants  spent  ^?3,60  each  on  the  average 
in  1939  and  013.30  in  194-8,  a  percentage  increase  of  2695^.     The  percentage 
increase  in  Allegany  County  amounted  to  34-0/^  during  the  period  vrith  the 
figure  for  1939  at  C'7.90  and  that  for  1948  being  !!>35.20, 

Service  establishments  provided  emplojncent  for  329  employees  in 
1939  and  for  624-  workers  in  1948  in  the  area.     Although  Garrett  County 
increased  its  employment  more  than  three-fold  in  the  period,  from  9  to  28, 
it  was  iillegany  County  vrhich  provided  the  bulk  of  the  employment  in  both 
years,  320  in  1939  and  596  in  the  latter  year. 

Included  in  the  service  trade  category  are  three  kinds  of  business 
which  benefit  from  an  increase  in  the  tourist  trade:     amusements,   hotels, 
and  tourist  courts.     The  amusement  business  in  the  area  amounted  to  over 
??1,300,000  in  sales  during  1948.     There  were  in  that  year  4-7  establishments 
engaged  in  the  amusement  business,   including  motion  picture  theaters,  bowling 
alleys,  race  tracks,  sporting  events,  amusement  parks,  bands  and  orchestra 
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establishments,  and  theaters.  Over  200  employees  worked  in  the  industry 
and  the  payroll  exceeded  $287,000  in  that  year. 

In  194.8,  20  hotels  were  reported  in  Western  Maryland  with  a 
total  of  899  guest  rooms  and  yearly  receipts  of  t>904,000.  Employment  in 
hotels  amounted  to  214-  and  the  yearly  payroll  came  to  $279,000.  In  addition, 
11  tourists  courts  were  reported  in  the  area  with  a  total  of  127  rental 
units.  The  yearly  receipts  by  these  businesses  came  to  035,000  in  194.8, 
at  which  time  9  vrorkers  were  hired  by  them  and  the  yearly  payroll  totaled, 

$4-,  000 .5/ 

1-^holesale  Trade 

There  has  been  a  steady  grovrth  in  the  number  of  wholesale  estab- 
lishments from  1929  to  19^8  in  both  counties.     In  1948  Allegany  Coimty 
ranked  third  among  the  counties  of  Maryland  in  the  niomber  of  wholesale 
establishments.     Among  the  tjrpes  of  wholesalers  found  in  Allegany  County  are 
the  following:     farm  products j  groceries;   beer  and  wine 5  drags  and  chemicals | 
tobacco;  automotive  equipment;  electrical  goods  and  machinery. 

The  area  as  a  whole  increased  its  wholesale  sales  in  each  of  the 
three  latest  censuses  in  1929,  1939,  and  19^8,     The  sales  for  the  respective 
years  were:     $14.,S52,000,  $15,693,000,  and  $A2, 3^0,000,     In  Gai-rett  County 
there  was  a  decrease  in  sales  from  1929  to  1939  but  there  \;as  a  steady 
increase  in  Allegany  County  during  each  period.     In  the  period  from  1939- 
194-8,  there  was  a  320^o  increase  in  per  capita  sales  in  Garrett  County,  the 
dollar  figures  being  r)31,00  and  013O.2O,  respectively.     The  percentage 
increase  in  Allegany  County  during  the  same  period  amounted  to  150^;  the 
par  capita  figures  standing  at  $172.60  in  1939  and  :i^4-30.70  in  1948. 

5/     United  States  Census  of  Business,  1948,  Service  Trades,  Maryland, 
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The  number  of  employees  advanced  steadily  in  each  county  from 
1929  to  1948.  In  1929  the  wholesale  trade  employed  535  workers;  in  1939» 
hkk  workers;  and  in  19/+8  the  industry  employed  883.  The  yearly  sales  in 
the  area  for  19^8  amounted  to  04-2,34-0,000,  while  the  annual  pasrroll  in 
that  year  came  to  $2,329,000. 
Ag^riculture 

The  principal  land  uses  of  farmland  in  the  area  are,  in  the  order 
of  their  importance:  woodland  not  pastured,  cropland  harvested,  and  crop- 
land used  only  for  pasture^  The  table  below  shows  the  breakdown  of  the 
farming  acreage  among  the  land  uses. 

TABLE  3 

LA1>ID  USE  OF  FAi^lIAlTD  IN  ALLEGANY  Al-^D  GARRSTT  COMTIES 

1949 


Allegany  County     Garrett  County  Total 


Ls.nd  Use 

Acres 

% 

Acres 

S 

Acres 

% 

Crooland  harvested 

19,992 

16./S 

50,010 

23. 2f. 

70,002 

20. B% 

Cropland  idle  or  fallow 

8,955 

7.3 

6,378 

3.0 

15,333 

4.5 

Cropland  used  for  pasture 

12,623 

10.3 

18,726 

8.7 

31,349 

9.3 

Woodland  pastured 

19,301 

15.8 

42,113 

19.6 

61,414 

18.2 

Other  land  pastured 

12,676 

10.4- 

31,656 

U.7 

44,332 

13.1 

Woodland  not  past-ured 

43,714- 

35.8 

56,450 

26.2 

100,164 

29.7 

All  other  land 

4,939 

4.0 

9.745 

4.5 

14,684 

4.4 

Total         122,200  100, o/  215,078  100. o/  337,278  100. o/ 


Source;     U.S.  Census  of  Agriculture,  1950, 

7^     I-Iay  not  total  to  100.0%  because  of  rounding. 

The  number  of  farms  decreased  in  both  counties  from  1945  to  1950. 
In  Garrett  County  the  ntmber  of  farms  dropped  from  2,154  to  1,762  and  in 
Allegany  Coimty  the  figiores  in  the  two  years  v/ere  1,161  and  974,  respectively. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  average  size  of  farm  increased  in  each  coimty  as  did 
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the  average  value  of  land  and  buildings  per  farm.     In  1949,  the  total 
value  of  farm  products  sold,  in  Garrett  County,  amounted  to  05,396,379. 
Livestock  and  livestock  products  were  the  major  items  of  sale. 

The  decline  in  the  importance  of  agriculture  as  a  source  of 
employment  in  the  area  has  been  mentioned  previously.     Further  data  indicat- 
ing the  lack  of  potential  jobs  in  agriculture  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
over  37j  of  the  farmers  residing  on  their  farms  spent  100  days  or  more  work- 
ing off  the  farm.     Although  about  4.6O  hired  workers  were  employed  in  the 
area  in  1950,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  hoiNf  long  this  help  was  employed. 
Uages  for  hired  help  in  194-9  amounted  to  ■)54.7,S28.     The  reasons  for  the 
decline  of  agriculture  are  elsev/here  disciissed  in  detail.  6/ 
Forest  Products 

Over  196,000  acres  of  commercial  forests  were  located  in  Allegany 
County  in  1949,  while  Garrett  County  had  281,400  acres  of  commercial  forest 
in  that  year.     Approximately  (:>%  of  the  forest  area  contains  trees  in  the 
oak  group,  about  215^  of  the  acreage  is  soft\food,  and  the  remainder,  or  14^ 
of  the  area  grows  hardwood  trees. 

As  of  1947,  there  were  47  savnnills  in  Allegany  Cotmty  and  34  saw- 
mills in  Garrett  County;   5,720,551  board  feet  of  timber  were  cut  in  the 
former  area,  while  7,124,504  board  feet  were  cut  in  the  latter  County  in 
that  year.     It  is  difficiilt  to  estimate  the  number  of  persons  that  are  em- 
ployed by  the  timber-based  industries,  but  the  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper 
Company  employs  approximately  1,600  people  and  most  of  tlie  timter  comes  from 
the  surrounding  area,  thus  providing  additional  employment  to  the  lumber 
industry. 


6/  U.S.  Departments  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  Economic  Development  Survey: 
Cumberland,  Maryland  Labor  llarket  Area,  1951. 
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VJater  Resources 

Western  Maryland,  predominantly,  is  drained  by  the  l^Iorth  Branch 
of  the  Potomac  River,  although  part  of  Garrett  County  is  drained  by  the 
Youghiogheny  River.  Over  a  19  year  period,  the  minlmuia  flow  of  the  North 
Branch  averaged  ,04-  cubic  feet  per  second  per  square  mile  of  the  drainage 
area.  There  has  elLso  been  a  problem  of  flood  control  in  the  area,  and 
flood  control  projects  have  been  undertaken. 

The  recently  completed  Savage  River  Dam,  located  about  5  miles 
upstream  from  the  junction  of  the  Savage  River  and  the  North  Branch,  will 
contain  6,500,000,000  gallons  of  water  and  idll  cover  an  area  of  approxi- 
mately 360  acres.  Among  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  project  are: 
regulation  of  stream  flovr  for  industrial  use,  alleviation  of  pollution, 
recreation,  and  flood  control.  Downstream  from  the  mouth  of  the  Savage 
River,  the  minimum  flov;  is  expected  to  be  about  93  cubic  feet  per  second. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  in  the  area  is  sufficient  to  meet 
the  demand  for  community  and  industrial  uses.  Action  is  being  taken  to 
reduce  pollution  in  the  area's  streams.  Guidance  and  advice  is  being 
provided  by  the  Water  Pollution  Control  Commission  and  the  Interstate 
Commission  on  the  Potomac  River  Basin  on  such  matters  as  industrial  wastes 
and  community  waste  disposal, 
Fovrer  and  Fuel 

Electric  power  is  supplied  to  most  of  the  area  by  the  Potomac 
Edison  Electric  Company  although  the  western  part  of  Garrett  County  is 
served  by  the  VJestern  Maryland  Power  Company.  At  present  there  is  about 
15%  excess  capacity  ever  the  demand  and  additional  facilities  are  to  be 
constructed.  Private  generating  plants  are  owned  by  the  Kelly-Springfield 
Tire  Company,  the  Celanese  Corporation,  and  the  ^'est  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper 


.'ioV-'.ft'i:'' 


39 


Company.     In  19/^9,   sales  to  residential,   commercial  and  industrial  clients 
in  Allegany  County  amoimted  to  30,688,686  Kvh,  22,183,599  Kwh,   and 
128,629,330  Kwh,  respectively. 

Pover  rates  are  somexrhat  higher  in  ^Jestem  Maryland  than  they 
are  for  an  average  of  cities  over  50,000  in  popiilation  throughout  the 
country.     Plates  are  somewhat  lower  however,  than  they  are  for  the  Baltimore 
area. 

Natural  gas  is  available   in  the  area  at  cheap  rates  since  natural 
gas  deposits  were  discovered  in  Garrett  County  and  drilling  for  gas  is 
proceeding.     The  potential  of  these  nexjly  fourjd  deposits  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

Fuel  oil  is  supplied  to  the  area  from  Bait  imore , and  Western 
Maryland  is,  thus,  at  a  disadvantage  pricewise,  compared  to  areas  on  the 
seaboard. 

In  1948,  He  stem  Maryland  produced  1,64.8,^87  tons  of  bituminous 
coal,  of  which  752,188  tons  vere  mined  in  Allegany  County  and  896,299  tons 
were  mined  in  Garrett  County.     The  total  coal  production  was  distributed 
among  three  types  of  mining  operations,  pick,  machine  and  strip  mjjiingj 
each  method  accounting  for  39^,  35^,  and  26^  respectively,   of  the  total 
coal  mined, 

A  total  of  992  employees  worked  in  the  mines  in  Allegany  Coxmty 
in  194-8,  while  the  corresponding  number  in  Garrett  County  was  1,057.     The 
total  number  employed  by  the  mines  in  the  area  was  2,04.9  but  these  are 
not  all  miners,  vjho  account  for  1,066  workers.     The  other  occupations  are 
drivers,  216|   inside  laborers,  378;  and  outside  laborers,  389. 

The  coal  in  the  area  is  located  a  considerable  distance  be lew  the 
grcjnd  v;hich  means  that  it  is  relatively  expensive  to  mine.     In  addition. 
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the  coal  has  a  high  ash  content.  Thus,  the  coal  from  Ue stern  Maryland 
is  not  competitive  vrith  coal  mined  in  other  areas  and  will  not  act  as 
an  inducement  for  the  expansion  of  industry.  For  the  firms  located  in 
the  area,  however,  the  coal  does  provide  a  cheap  source  of  heat  and 
power.  As  has  been  previously  noted,  this  industry  has  teen  declining 
for  many  years  and  the  potential  for  the  industry  seems  to  be  decreasing. 
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CHAPTER  II 

COIJPARISON  OF  TOSTERN  MARYLAND 
Vam  OTHER  POPULAR  VACATION  REGIONS 


This  comparison  refers  only  to  natural  and  historic  assets  in 
mountain  areas  which  are  comparable  to  Western  Maryland,  Coastal  areas  are 
excluded  from  the  discussion. 

The  characteristics  of  good  mountain  vacation  country  include 
elevations  sufficient  to  have  a  cooling  effect  on  temperature,  freedom  from 
excessive  rainfall  and  storms j  good  scenery,  ample  water  resources,  and 
nearness  to  large  population  centers.  Historic  attractions  are  important 
but  are  not  a  necessity  if  the  other  elements  are  present. 

Elevations 
The  elevations  of  the  mountains  vihich  have  already  been  identified 
are  higher  than  any  in  Ohio  or  Delaware  and  are  greater  generally  than  those 
in  Pennsj/'lvania ,  including  the  well-knovm  Poconos  and  the  Bedford  area, 
Pennsj'lvania's  highest  elevation  is  at  Blue  Knob  at  Bedford,  3^136  feet,  and 

there  are  tvrelve  other  peaks  ranging  from  2,225  to  2,760  feet,  as  v/ell  as 

7/ 
lower  mountains  and  ridges «—' 

The  V.'estern  Maryland  heights  compare  very  favorably  with  those  in 

such  well-knovm  resort  areas  as  the  Berkshires  of  Massachusetts,  the 

Catskills  of  New  York,  and  with  many  ranges  and  peaks  of  the  Green,  Yfhite, 

and  Adirondack  Ilountains  and  the  Shenaiidoah  Mountains  of  Virginia,  However, 

many  elevations  in  neighboring  states  of  VJest  Virginia,  Virginia,  and  North 

Carolina  are  much  greater,  including  numbers  of  peaks  and  ridges  over  four 

y    U,S.  Geological  Service,  1906,  Dictionary  of  Altitudes,  1906, 
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thousand,  five  thousand,  and  even  six  thousand  feet^ 

Climate 
A  careful  study  of  the  Atlas  of  American  Agricultiire  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  which  maps  all  aspects  of  climate  throughout  the 
United  States  for  long  periods  of  years,  reveals  how  favorably  Vi'estern  Mary- 
land compares  climatically  with  much  of  the  most  effective  and  prosperous 
vacation  and  tourist  regions  of  the  mountain  areas  of  eastern  United  States, 
The  result  of  this  analysis  is  triefly  summarized  as  follows: 

Average  summer  tempera tijre ;  65  degrees  j  Catskills  and  Poconos  60 
to  ?0  degrees.  Great  Smokies  6^  degrees. 

Temperature,  December  to  February  inclusive;  20  to  30  degrees;  the 
same  as  eastern  rfest  Virginia  and  most  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and 
Massachusetts. 

Average  June  temperature;  65  degrees;  similar  to  vfestern  North 
Carolina,  western  part  of  Virginia,  northern  Ohio,  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut.  Swimming  temperatures  in  i/estern  Maryland  are 
satisfactory. 

Average  September  temperature;   60  to  ?0  degrees;  same  as 
Pennsylvania,  .'.est  Virginia,  most  of  liichigan.  Great  Smokies  and 
the  Hudson  Valley, 

Average  October  temperature:  50  degrees;  50  to  60  degrees  in  Ohio, 

Uest  Virginia,  and  Kentucky;  iiO  to  50  degrees  in  New  York,  New 

England,  and  Michigan,  This  is  a  good  month  for  automobile  trips 
and  hikes. 

Snowfall;  Average  inches  of  unmelted  snowfall,  6o  to  80;  the  same 
as  ¥[est  Virginia  and  northern  Michigan, 

Number  of  days  vfith  snow  cover:  Average  30  to  60;  compared  with 
central  New  York  and  southern  Massachusetts,  90  to  120  and  New 
Hampshire,  Maine,  and  Vermont,  over  120, 

Average  number  of  days   per  year  with  thimderstorms ;  UO  to  60; 
similar  to  V.'est  Virginia,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee; 
much  greater  than  New  York,  llev/  England  and  Liichigan, 

Average  number  of  days  with  dense  fog;  20  to  30;  (very  little  fog 
in  summer);  same  as  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia, 
western  North  Carolina,  and  central  lilaine. 
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Average  number  of  clear  days  per  year;  100;  Vermont,  northern  Nev; 
Hampshire,  Pennsylvania,  central  Maryland  and  Vj'est  Virginia,  80  to 
120.  Massach-usetts,  Connecticut,  Virginia,  New  Jersey  have  more. 

Average  n'umber  of  cloudy  days:  120  to  l60;  New  England,  Nev;  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  VJ'est  Virginia  are  similar. 

Average  hours  of  sunshine  daily? 

June,  8  to  9,  sirdlar  to  Great  Smokies,  Viest  Virginia,  western 
Pennsylvania,  Eastern  areas  have  more; 

July,  8  to  9,  same  as  l/est  Virginia,  much  of  New  England, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  have  9  to  11  hours, 

August^  7  to  8,  the  eastern  moimtain  regions  have  the  same, 
except  most  of  New  England  which  has  8  to  9  hours, 

September,  7,  also  southern  New  York  and  New  England, 

Rainfall,  Garrett  County; 

July,  5  inches.  Also  Vermont,  Adirondacks,  Catskills, 

August,  U  to  6  inches.  Also  Adirondacks,  Green  Mountains, 
BerkshireSj  Catskills,  and  Smokies, 

September,  3  to  1+  inches,  Adirondacks  It,  Catskills  k.  West 
Virginia  ^, 

Rainfall ,  Allegany  C canty; 

juiy_,  3  to  U   inches.  Same  as  Ilaine,  central  Pernisylvania , 
and  Massachusetts. 

August  J  3  to  li  inches.  Same  as  central  Pennsylvania,  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts, 

September,  2  to  3  inches.  Same  as  southern  Virginia  and 
eastern  Michigan, 

In  practically  all  of  the  above  categories,  the  records  represent 

20  years,  ending  in  191^4.  Experience  shows  that  the  prevailing  climate  does 

not  change  verj'-  much.  This  evidence,  supplemented  by  the  statistics  on 

clinate  previously  given  in  this  report,  should  be  enough  to  establish  the 

relative  attractiveness  of  liestern  Maryland  for  tourist  and  vacation 

purposes. 
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Scenic  and  Historic  Attractions . 

Obviously,  Vi^estern  Maryland  does  not  offer  the  grandeur  of  the 
Rockies,  or  even  the  Vftiite  Mountains  of  Nevir  Haapshire,  or  the  Smokies  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  However,  the  testimony  of  travelers  through- 
out the  United  States  and  of  photographs  proves  the  attractiveness  of  the 
scenic  views  in  the  two  counties.  This  includes  such  spectacular  feattires 
as  the  NarroviTS  in  lYills  Mountain  at  Cumberland  and  Muddy  Creek  Falls ,  the 
virgin  hemlocks,  and  the  cascades  of  the  Youghiogheny  in  the  Swallov^-  Falls 
Recreation  Area, 

Vifestern  Maryland,  like  much  of  the  entire  Appalachian  region,  is 
historically  important,  George  'Washington  crossed  and  recrossed  lifestern 
Maryland  in  his  trips  of  exploration  and  military  defense.  The  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal,  the  National  Pike,  and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  wiih 
their  exciting  history  and  economic  contributions  are  identified  in  a  special 
way  Tidth  VJestern  Maryland, 

Accessibility  to  Population  Centers 

The  distance  map  displayed  in  this  report  shows  that  Yifestern 
Maryland  is  ivithin  a  few  hours  ride  by  automobile  from  population  centers 
totaling  several  million  people.  From  Pittsburgh,  Baltimore,  VJashington, 
Cincinnati  and  Cleveland,  one  can  drive  to  Oakland  in  much  less  time  than  it 
takes  the  Wbm  Yorker  to  reach  Cape  Cod, 

V.rhen  all  the  criteria  for  a  successful  vacation  region  are 
compared,  it  is  evident  that  both  nature  and  history  have  placed  rfestern 
Maryland  in  a  most  favorable  position  for  profitable  development  as  a 
vacation  and  tourist  area. 
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Lower  Falls 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 


Big  Run 

Big  Run  Recreation  Area 
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CHAPTER  III 
IMnENTORI  AND  CHARACTERIZATION  OF  FACILITIES  AND  ATTRACTIONS 

Public  Non-Urban  Facilities  In  Garrett  County 
Forests 

The  extent  and  location  of  forests  have  already  been  stated.  The 
attractions  within  these  forests  are  listed  in  this  section. 

Some  of  the  best  fishing  streams  and  lakes  lie  within  the  State 
areas.  The  following  table  gives  the  locations  and  the  types  of  fishing  to 
be  had:^/ 

TABLE  4 

FISHING  STREAMS,  STATE  FORESTS 

Fishing  Area  Type  of  Fishing 

Swallow  Falls: 

Herrington  Lake  Large  mouth  bass,  small  mouth  bass,  sunfish, 

trout  and  catfish. 
Saltblock  Run  Trout. 

Youghiogheny  River  Large  mouth  bass,  small  mouth  bass,  sunfish 

and  trout. 

Savage  Falls: 

Savage  River  Sunfish  and  trout. 

Poplar  Lick  Ran  Sunfish  and  trout. 

Middle  Fork  Creek  Trout. 

Bear  Creek  Small  mouth  bass,  sunfish,  trout  and  suckers, 

Puzzley  Run  Trout. 

Potomac  Forest: 

Laurel  Run,  North  Branch     Sunfish  and  trout. 
Crabtree  Creek  Trout  and  catfish. 

Fire  Towers 

There  are  many  fine  views  from  the  base  of  the  fire  control  towers 

of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks.  The  views  are  even  more  spectacular 

from  the  cubicles  at  the  tops  of  the  towers  to  which  visitors  are  admitted 


8/  Maryland  Game  and  Inland  Fish  Commission,  Maryland  Inland  Fishing  Guide, 
undated . 
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when  foresters  are  "on  location."  The  locations  and  elevations  at  the  base 
of  the  towers  are  shown  on  the  inventory  map.  The  mountain  tower  sites 
include  Negro  Mountain  and  Roth  Rock  on  Backbone  Mountain.  Other  towers  are 
in  the  Thayer  Game  Refuge  and  on  Big  Snaggy  Mountain  across  the  State  line 
in  West  Virginia. 
Ski  Trails 

There  is  a  general  ski  trail,  suitable  for  beginners  as  well  as 
for  more  advanced  skiers,  at  New  Germany.  There  is  a  trail  for  experts  which 
terminates  in  the  valley  on  the  road  running  from  Meadow  Mountain  Road  to  Big 
Run. 
Trails 

There  are  systems  of  foot  trails  in  all  the  special  recreational 
areas.  A  map  showing  the  trails  at  Herrington  Manor  is  available  and  similar 
ones  for  the  other  recreational  areas  are  being  prepared.  There  are  forty 
miles  of  trails  in  the  Swallow  Falls  Forest.  There  are  numerous  old  logging 
and  other  wood  roads  which  can  be  followed  through  the  forests.  Some  of  them 
need  brushing  out. 
Rosis  ^ 

The  forest  roads  are  shown  on  the  inventory  map.  Many  of  these 
roads  are  not  used  by  the  general  public  except  for  hunting  or  fishing. 
Most  of  them  are  stone  or  dirt  roads  which  are  not  passable  in  winter.  They 
are  used  principally  by  the  personnel  of  the  State  in  their  work. 
Scenic  Attractions 

Among  the  numerous  fine  scenic  vantage  points  are  Negro  Mountain 
with  views  into  several  states;  a  point  on  Route  4-0  west  of  Keyser  Ridge; 
Piney  Grove  Road  leading  into  New  Germany |  at  Bear  Creek  on  Route  4-23  along 
the  roadway  by  the  Savage  River  from  Blooraington  to  the  site  of  the  dam, 
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showing  rhododendron,  great  boulders,  cascades,  ledges  and  glens;  and  Dry 
Run,  a  gorge-like  wooded  valley  with  a  tumbling  rock  lined  brook,  large 
hemlocks  and  beeches.  At  the  confluence  of  Big  Run  and  Savage  River  is  Blue 
Lick,  a  secluded  picturesque  valley  reached  by  a  poor  road.  At  High  Rock  is 
one  cabin  and  two  picnic  tables  and  superb  views.  Grotesque  geological  form- 
ations and  huge  boulders  are  in  view.  Along  the  Uest  Shale  Road,  southwest 
of  New  Germany,  one  may  look  into  Bear  Creek  Valley  from  an  elevation  of 
2,704.  feet  (see  map) .  There  is  a  magnificent  viev  from  an  elevation  of 
2,346  feet  near  the  intersection  of  Route  4-95  vith  Meadow  Mountain  Road. 
Potomac  Forest 

In  the  northern  section  are  extensive  plantations;  elevations  of 
2,700  to  2,800  feet  give  good  distant  views.  Lost land  Creek  is  a  wild, 
tumbling,  beautiful  stream.  A  good  but  narrow  stone  road  leads  gradually 
dopjn,  through  a  lovely  valley,  to  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac. 

The  southern  section  of  the  Potomac  Forest  contains  no  structures; 
a  former  C.C.C.  camp  has  been  removed  completely.  On  the  plateau  are  many 
broad,  level,  open  acres.  There  are  several  very  large  plantations.  A 
scenic  roadway  leads  downward  toT;ard  the  Potomac  where  there  is  a  small  bridge 
picnic  area  and  brook.  A  special  feature  is  Laurel  Run,  a  splendid  trout 
stream  with  cascades,  ten  foot  falls  and  a  swimming  hole. 
Recreation  Areas 

There  are  five  recreation  areas  in  Garrett  County:  New  Germany  and 
Big  Run  in  Savage  Forest;  Herrington  Manor  and  Swallow  Falls  in  Swallow  Falls 
Forest;  and  the  Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area,  a  separate  unit  administered 
by  the  University  of  Uaryland.   In  additionj  there  are  the  fifteen  acre 
recreation  area  in  the  northern  section  oT  the  Fotorac  State  Forest  ani  small 
picnic  centers  at  such  locations  as  Negro  Klountain  and  High  Rock  Towers. 
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Herrlngton  Manor.  The  600  acre  area  at  Herrington  Manor  was  a 
gift  to  the  State.  The  old  Manor  House  and  the  barn  and  carriage  shed,  all 
in  poor  condition,  remain.  The  House  would  be  so  expensive  to  remodel  and 
equip  for  any  suitable  use  that  it  is  not  worth  keeping. 

The  other  facilities  include  the  superintendent's  residence,  the 
barn,  the  loft  which  has  been  converted  as  a  small  recreation  hall  and 
meeting  place  large  enough  for  AO   persons  to  dance,  five  stalls  and  storage 
bins  now  filled  with  lumber  and  equipment,  a  garage,  shop,  and  storage  house 
for  the  forestry  personnel.  There  are  also  a  pump  house  for  the  wells  and  a 
tank  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  gallons;  fourteen  well-equipped  housekeeping 
cabins  of  log  type  construction;  a  bathhouse  with  ample  space  but  incomplete 
equipment  for  the  storage  of  clothing  of  bathers;  latrines;  a  picnic  area 
with  50  tables,  15  fireplaces;  an  organized  parking  area  for  16  cars;  17 
rowboats,  13  for  the  exclusive  use  of  cabin  families  only;  a  50  acre  laice 
with  a  swimming  beach  where  there  is  good  fishing;  a  meadow  of  six  to  eight 
acres  for  informal  sports;  and  beaver  dams  and  pine  plantations  in  several 
locations.  The  lake  at  present  does  not  have  floats  or  diving  boards.  The 
area  is  such  that  most  of  the  facilities  can  be  expanded  without  crowding. 

This  area  is  a  beautiful  one,  set  in  the  heart  of  a  great  forest 
in  which  there  is  most  interesting  plant  life  and  numerous  animals.  Practi- 
cally every  evening  the  deer  come  out  of  the  forest  to  graze  on  the  meadows 
near  the  cabins,  and  a  recent  visitor  declared  that  he  saw  two  black  bears. 

Swallow  Falls.  The  Swallow  Falls  area  complements  that  of 
Herrington  Manor,  It  possesses  spectacular  scenic  attractions,  including 
the  falls  and  cascades  of  the  Youghiogheny  River,  Muddy  Creek  Falls,  the 
largest  in  Maryland,  a  large  grove  of  virgin  hemlocks  and  pines,  and  trails 
of  great  beauty  along  the  gorges  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  Muddy  Creek,  This 
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is  one  of  those  outstanding  natural  attractions  which  no  one  can  adequately 
describe  and  to  which  few  pictures  do  full  justice.  It  is  rightly  called 
one  of  the  "seven  wonders  of  Maryland." 

There  are  good  roads  through  the  forest  and  many  miles  of  trails 
with  occasional  springs  at  hand.  The  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  has 
provided  60  picnic  tables  and  a  large  shelter  house,  about  30  by  60  feet,  of 
stone  and  timber  construction  containing  two  great  fireplaces  -and  floored 
with  flagstone.  The  crushed  stone  roads  in  the  recreation  area  are  in  very 
good  condition.  There  are  two  parking  areas,  one  for  80  cars,  the  other  for 
about  12.  The  water  supply  is  from  a  well  and  is  pumped  into  a  10,000  gallon 
tank.  The  water  table  appears  to  be  dropping  in  this  area.  Aside  from  the 
superintendent's  house,  the  only  other  structures  are  a  garage  and  storage 
building.  There  is  a  small  area  for  softball  near  the  picnic  center. 

In  a  peculiar  sense  Swallow  Falls  needs  no  additional  facilities 
to  attract  the  public.  Many  who  have  been  here  tend  to  return  again  and 
again  to  see  and  hear  the  Falls.  Minor  attractions  are  the  many  huge  boul- 
ders along  the  gorges  and  at  some  distance  from  the  streams.  One  group 
of  huge  boulders,  screened  by  a  great  mass  of  rhododendrons,  is  famous  for 
a  stream  which  apparently  comes  right  out  of  the  rock.  The  mystery  was 
solved  by  some  indix'iduals  who  decided  this  was  the  place  "where  Moses  smote 
the  rock."  Accurate  or  not,  this  identification  has  stuck  and  the  spring 
and  surrounding  beauty  are  one  of  the  many  objects  of  interest  for  the 
tourist.  Another  is  the  site  of  an  old  "up  and  down"  saw  mill. 

New  Germany.  The  one  hundred  acre  New  Germany  Recreation  Area  lies 
within  the  Savage  River  Forest  about  six  miles  from  Grantsville,  the  nearest 
post  office.  A  dominant  feature  is  a  thirteen  acre  lake  on  one  side  of  which 
runs  a  section  of  Meadow  Mountain  which  is  County  maintained  and  on  the  other 
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side  open,  very  hilly  private  farm  land.  Appropriations  have  been  made  for 
the  acquisition  of  farm  lands  at  this  location  and  to  the  southvjest. 

The  lake  is  long  and  rather  narrow  but  suitable  for  swimming, 
boating  and  fishing.  At  present,  there  are  no  boats  available  to  visitors 
nor  are  there  docks,  floats  or  diving  equipment.  There  is  no  suitable  bath 
house  and  the  beach  area  is  very  narrow  in  width  and  limited  to  about  thirty- 
five  feet  in  length. 

There  are  three  picnic  centers  including  two  large  ones,  and  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  ten  picnic  tables,  fifteen  fireplaces,  two  picnic 
shelters,  approximately  30  by  60  feet,  and  a  number  of  small  shelters  each 
sufficient  to  provide  cover  for  one  picnic  table.  The  large  shelters  have 
fireplaces  and  one  of  them  has  an  area  which  is  board-surfaced  for  dancing. 
The  picnic  areas  have  parking  areas  with  a  capacity  of  fifty  and  twenty  cars 
respectively.  There  are  two  drinking  fountains.  Toilets  are  of  the  primi- 
tive camp  type. 

Lying  between  the  picnic  areas  and  the  lake  area  are  a  rolling 
open  meadow  suitable  for  informal  sports,  an  unused  tennis  court  equipped 
for  basketball,  a  recreation  hall  in  good  condition,  and  a  third  parking 
area  with  a  capacity  of  about  forty  cars. 

In  a  heavily  wooded  sloping  section  of  the  property,  are  ten  house- 
keeping cabins  furnished  with  hot  and  cold  running  water,  flush  toilets, 
electric  lights,  gas  stoves  and  water  heaters,  single  cots  and  mattresses, 
eating  and  cooking  utensils  for  four  to  eight  persons,  ice  chests,  garbage 
cans  and  brooms.  Each  cot  is  supplied  with  two  blankets,  two  sheets,  two 
pillow  cases,  and  one  pillow;  the  linen  is  laundered  weekly  without  charge. 
(The  cabins  at  Herrington  Manor  have  similar  equipment  and  furnishings). 
The  current  charges  for  the  cabins  are  as  follows:  two  person  cabin,  |25.00 
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a  T7eek;  four  person  •with  sleeping  balcony,  $30.50  a  week;  six  person  with 
extra  bedroom  or  sleeping  loft,  #36.00  a  week. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  cabin  area  via  a  good  road  is  a 
section  set  apart  for  tent  campers  where  there  is  a  good  spring.  Currently 
one-half  of  the  tent  platforms  are  useable.  In  general,  there  has  been 
little  use  of  this  area  which  is  damp. 

The  Recreation  Area  contains  a  beautiful  grove  of  pines  within 
which  there  is  a  small  summer  house  commanding  a  view  of  a  lake  from  a  high 
point . 

Other  structures  on  the  property  are  the  forest  superintendent's 
house  which  is  attractive  and  in  good  condition,  a  large  garage  in  active 
use,  a  small  unused  C.C.C.  building  near  the  recreation  hall,  and  a  former 
dwelling  which  has  been  converted  into  a  lodge  for  skiiers  and  campers.  This 
lodge  has  a  furnace  and  is  equipped  with  a  kitchen,  electric  lights,  hot 
and  cold  water,  a  dining  room,  and  one  large  and  two  small  bedrooms  contain- 
ing two-tier  bunks  with  a  capacity  of  twenty-four  to  thirty  persons. 

There  are  several  miles  of  good,  picturesque  foot  trails  and  there 
are  roads  which  may  be  used  for  horseback  riding.  The  County  road  running 
through  the  Recreation  Area  is  dusty  and  in  spots  very  stony  and  rough. 
There  are  no  hard  surfaced  roads  in  the  area. 

A  ten  thousand  gallon  tank,  fed  from  wells,  provides  an  adequate 
water  supply  for  present  needs . 

The  area  includes  a  substantial  acreage  of  undeveloped  land  which 
readily  could  be  utilized  for  additional  cabins  or  tent  sites.  The  expansion 
of  parking,  beach  and  other  facilities  will  be  further  served  by  the 
acquisitions  which  are  proposed. 

Big  Run  Recreation  Area.  The  Big  Run  Recreation  Area  is  located 
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in  Savage  Forest  near  the  confluence  of  Big  Run  and  Savage  River.  It  is  at 
the  mouth  of  a  rather  narrow,  picturesque  valley  and  commands  a  very  fine 
view  of  high  wooded  mountains.  At  this  location.  Big  Run,  which  has  recently 
been  stocked  with  trout,  is  a  sizeable  stream.  At  present,  the  area  has  the 
characteristic  of  extreme  quiet,  remoteness  from  human  habitations  and 
activity,  and  even  isolation.  It  is  eight  miles  from  New  Germany  and  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  forest  superintendent  of  New  Germany.  The 
nearest  stores  and  post  office  are  at  Grantsville. 

The  eight  cabins  in  this  location  may  be  said  to  represent  a 
combination  of  housekeeping  and  camping.  Each  cabin  has  a  fireplace,  a  three 
burner  oil  stove  with  oven,  oil  lamps,  furniture,  cots  with  mattresses  but 
outside  water  supply  and  toilet.  The  rates  are  |10  to  $15  a  week  for  two, 
four  or  six  person  cabins. 

The  area  includes  facilities  for  picnicking,  including  a  shelter 
building.  Nearby  in  the  Big  Run  valley,  where  Big  Run  intersects  with 
Whiskey  Run,  are  four  other  cabins  which  could  be  put  in  shape  for  use. 
They  have  outside  toilets  and  there  is  a  well  available. 

As  already  stated,  the  foot  of  the  ski  run  for  experts  is  located 
in  Big  Run,  At  this  location,  there  is  a  parking  area  for  five  or  six  cars. 

Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area.  Unlike  the  other  recreation 
areas  in  the  County,  the  Pleasant  Valley  Area  is  administered  and  owned  by 
the  University  of  Maryland.  It  is  located  ten  miles  south  from  Grantsville 
Just  off  Route  4.95.  At  the  present  time,  it  is  the  only  one  of  the  recrea- 
tion areas  which  is  approached  from  both  north  and  south  by  a  hard  surfaced 
road.  It  is  also  the  only  one  which  has  a  special  area  restricted  to 
organized  youth  camping. 

The  total  area  of  the  property  is  ],802  acres,  of  which  200  acres 
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are  intensively  used  for  recreation  purposes.  Features  include  a  thirty- 
acre  lake  suitable  for  swimming,  boating  and  fishing,  a  large  picnic  area 
equipped  with  fifteen  to  twenty  combination  picnic  tables  and  benches,  and 
a  medium  sized  shelter  building  with  a  fireplace,  a  baseball  diamond  with  a 
good  infield  and  rough  outfield,  a  public  beach  and  bathhouse  with  a  well 
maintained  separate  structure  for  toilets,  a  dock  with  a  diving  board,  and 
ample  parking  facilities. 

The  organized  camp  area  intended  for  4H  Clubs,  Sunday  schools  and 
other  organized  groups,  has  the  following  facilities i  fifteen  cabins  with 
accommodations  for  a  hundred  thirty-two  persons,  a  dining  and  recreation 
hall,  a  small  infirmary  building,  and  a  dock  with  a  diving  board  and  boats. 
Separate  toilet  buildings  with  flush  toilets  are  supplied  for  campers.  The 
camp  is  located  on  one  side  of  the  lake  at  a  substantial  distance  from  the 
public  beach  area  on  the  other  side. 

Adjacent  to  the  picnic  area  is  a  large  level  open  field  of  eight 
to  ten  acres  or  more,  suitable  for  large  scale  field  events,  archery,  soft 
ball  and  informal  games.  A  large  wooded  area  and  additional  fields  lie 
between  the  superintendent's  residence  and  service  buildings  and  the  picnic 
area.  The  general  impression  of  this  area  is  one  of  spaciousness  in  rela- 
tion to  each  of  the  developments  which  could  be  readily  expanded  as  required. 

The  water  supply  for  drinking  and  other  uses  is  obtained  from  wells. 

Potoiaac  Forest  Recreation  Area.  The  fifteen  acre  Potomac  Forest 
Recreation  Area  has  a  very  good  superintendent's  house  with  a  spacious  lawn, 
near  which  is  located  a  garage  building  used  by  the  forest  personnel.  The 
area  is  little  used  by  the  public,  and  the  picnic  center,  which  is  the 
principal  recreation  facility,  has  not  been  maintained.  There  is  a  small 
pond  built  by  the  C.C.C.  which  is  not  suitable  for  bathing  or  fishing. 
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however,  it  contains  a  number  of  very  large  trout  placed  there  as  a  kind  of 
exhibit  by  the  superintendent. 
Game  Refuges 

Game  refuges  have  already  been  identified  and  located.  From  their 
nature  as  refuges  and  propagating  areas,  the  public  is  not  invited  into 
these  properties.  In  cases  where  fire  towers  are  located  within  refuges, 
hikers  to  the  towers  are  welcome  but  it  is  not  desirable  for  them  to  hike 
through  the  refuge  areas. 
Hunting  Grounds 

Hunting  is  permitted  in  season  in  all  of  the  State  forests,  except 
in  those  sections  which  have  been  marked  off  by  a  single  strand  of  wire  as 
refuges  or  propagating  areas  for  game  and  in  the  recreation  areas.  Much  of 
the  best  hunting  in  the  State  is  to  be  found  in  the  State  forests  of  Garrett 
and  Allegany  counties. 
Roadside  Picnic  Centers 

None  of  the  roadside  picnic  centers  in  Garrett  County  are  within 
the  State  forests,  except  those  in  recreation  areas. 

Public  Non-Urban  Facilities  in  Allegany  County 
The  largest  concentrations  of  State  forest  areas  in  this  County 

are  in  the  northeast.  Two  very  large  ones  are  located  to  the  immediate  north 
and  south  of  Route  4.0,  to  the  west  and  east  of  the  intersection  of  the  high- 
way with  Route  709.  Worth  of  the  highway  the  eastern  slopes  are  gentle  with 
extensive,  virtually  level  areas  on  the  top  of  the  ridge. 

There  are  neither  natural  nor  artificial  ponds  or  lakes  in  the 
Green  Ridge  Forest,  except  for  pools  made  by  dams  in  the  creeks.  Water 
supply  for  farms  in  the  region  and  within  the  forests  is  principally  from 
wells,  many  of  which  are  only  sixty  feet  deep.  Tests  made  at  Maple  Run  and 
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View  across  The  Narrows  from  Site  of 

Proposed  Recreation  Area  at  Wills  Mountain  near 

Cumberland 


Typical  State  Forest  Mountain  Scenery 
Western  Maryland 
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elsewhere  some  years  ago  discouraged  the  building  of  dams  in  creeks  because 
the  shale  stream  bottoms  permitted  the  escape  of  too  much  water.  Neverthe- 
less, current  informed  opinion  holds  that  dams  could  successfully  be  con- 
structed within  the  Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area. 
Fishing  Streams 

A  small  portion  of  Sideling  Hill  Creek  goes  through  the  State 
forest,  while  much  of  the  course  of  Fifteen  Mile  Greek  lies  within  it.  Small 
mouth  bass  and  sunfish  are  to  be  found  in  both  creeks. 
Riding  and  Foot  Trails 

Except  in  the  immediate  area  of  the  recreation  and  camp  center  in 
Green  Ridge,  no  special  hiking  trails  have  been  cut  in  the  forest.  Under 
present  conditions,  special  trails  would  be  unnecessary  because  of  the  net- 
work of  county  and  forest  department  roads,  old  logging  roads  and  trails. 
These  roads  are  well  suited  to  horseback  riding  and  hiking  as  they  are  of 
dirt  and  stone  construction. 
Fire  Towers 

The  tower  on  Town  Hill  Mountain  is  one-half  mile  from  Route  40. 
It  commands  excellent  views  of  unspoiled  forested  mountains  at  great 
distances.  The  State-owned  land  around  the  tower  is  limited  to  a  quarter 
acre.  A  second  tower  is  located  on  Warrior  Mountain  within  a  game  refuge. 
This  also  commands  excellent  views.  A  special  feature  of  the  mountain  is  the 
orchards  growing  near  the  summit.  A  third  tower  is  on  Dans  Mountain  vihere 
the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  again  owns  only  a  nominal  site.  Superb 
views  in  all  directions  and  large  rock  formations  characterize  the  location. 
The  east  slope  of  the  mountain  is  a  series  of  shelves,  so  to  speak,  and  is 
very  steep.  The  western  slope  is  far  more  gradual  and  even.  Easter  sunrise 
services  have  been  held  on  the  rock.  There  are  good  springs  north  of  the 
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tower. 

Roads 

In  the  Green  Ridge  Forest  area,  a  characteristic  of  the  road 
system  is  that  of  parallel  roads  following  the  crest  of  parallel  ridges. 
There  is  a  limited  mileage  of  stoned  roads;  most  of  the  mileage  is  graded 
and  drained.  However,  as  of  the  summer  of  1951,  these  mountain  roads  were 
in  good  condition,  permitting  one  to  drive  along  the  level  stretches  on  the 
ridges  at  thirty  to  thirty-five  miles  an  hour. 

The  principal  road  passing  from  north  to  south  through  most  of 
the  State  forest  area  is  Green  Ridge  Road.  It  leads  through  the  present  camp 
and  recreation  area  near  Route  4-0  and  after  mounting  to  the  crest  of  the 
ridge,  follows  a  rather  straight  course  to  Route  50.  The  approach  to  the 
ridge  after  leaving  the  Recreation  Area  is  steep,  winding  and  narrow.  Near 
the  top  of  the  ridge  is  a  small  turn-out  which  commands  a  fine  view.  This 
section  of  the  road  should  be  improved,  widened,  and  provided  with  cable 
guards . 

In  general,  the  roads  on  their  long  level  stretches  both  in  the 
valleys  and  on  the  summits,  while  narrow,  are  in  good  condition.  There 
should  be  more  turn-outs  for  passing.  On  the  hills,  the  roads  are  generally 
steep,  windings  rough,  in  places  washed,  and  without  cable  guards.  As  such, 
Tifaile  freely  used  as  required  by  the  farmers  and  other  local  residents  and 
by  hunters  and  fishermen,  they  are  not  suitable  for  tourists,  vacationists, 
and  other  strangers. 
Picnic  Sites 

l^ile  there  are  many  roadside  picnic  sites  which  could  be  developed, 
few  have  been  constructed  up  to  the  present  time.  There  is  one  west  of 
Town  Hill  Mountain  on  forest  land  on  Route  4.0.  Another  is  maintained  by  the 
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Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  on  Route  UO   near  the  entrance  to  Green  Ridge 

Recreation  Area. 

Distances  to  Various  Cities 

It  is  worth  while  to  indicate,  at  this  point,  distances  to  various 

cities  from  the  entrance  to  the  Green  Ridge  State  Forest  on  Route  4.0, 

remembering  that  east  of  Cumberland  the  orientation  of  the  people  of  the 

County  is  toward  Baltimore  City  and  the  east. 

Community  Distance  from  Green  Ridge  State  Forest 

Hagerstown,  Md.  4.0  miles 

Cumberland,  Md.  23  miles 

Keyser,  W.  Va.  44  miles 

Baltimore,  Md.  112  miles 

Hancock,  Pa.  13  miles 

Chambersburg,  Pa.  62  miles 

Washington,  D.  C.  110  miles 

Uniontown,  Pa.  86  miles 

Somerset,  Pa.  78  miles 

Recreation  Area 

The  only  recreation  area  in  the  Green  Ridge  State  Forest  is  the 
former  C.C.C.  camp  one-tenth  of  a  mile  south  of  Route  4-0.  It  has  not  been 
given  a  special  name  and  it  has  more  of  the  characteristics  of  a  camp  than 
a  full-fledged  recreation  area.  The  area  proper  is  comprised  of  fifteen 
acres  consisting  of  a  broad,  level,  open  area  of  approximately  twelve  acres 
and  three  acres  of  wooded  slope. 

In  one  arm  of  the  larger  plot  are  three  former  C.C.C.  buildings, 
each  about  120  feet  long,  used  principally  for  storage,  a  carpenter  shop,  a 
repair  shop  for  automobiles,  a  gas  pump,  and  a  combined  office  and  storage 
building.  There  is  also  an  unused  gas  and  oil  pump  and  a  quantity  of  lumber 
contained  in  several  piles  at  one  end  of  the  area.  This  group  of  structures 
is  at  the  immediate  right  of  the  entrance. 

In  the  larger  portion  of  the  principal  section,  are  three  long  and 
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narrow  C.C.C.  buildings,  one  of  #iich  is  used  for  a  kitchen  and  dining  room. 
Another  is  used  for  storage,  and  a  third  has  been  partially  furnished  and  is 
used  regularly  but  infrequently  by  a  local  Homemakers'  Club.  Other  struc- 
tures include  a  small  pump  house,  a  toilet  building  about  sixty  feet  long 
with  flush  toilets  and  wash  basins,  and  two  small  houses  equipped  for 
housekeeping.  At  one  end  of  the  twelve  acre  area  is  a  good  baseball  field. 

The  area  proper  is  skix-ted  by  a  fifteen  mile  long  creek  which  is 
steadily  eroding  a  clay  bank  along  its  western  side.  A  mile  downstream  and 
within  the  State  forest  property  is  a  pool  in  the  creek  with  a  dam  approxi- 
mately sixty  feet  long  and  four  feet  high  of  simple  wood  and  earth  construc- 
tion. The  water  is  about  six  feet  deep  at  its  greatest  depth.  There  is  no 
good  approach  to  the  pool.  The  Girl  Scouts  who  camped  in  the  area  during 
the  summer  of  1951  have  installed  a  small  float  in  the  pond.  The  bottom  is 
shale  and  there  is  no  sand  beach.  Being  subject  to  floods,  the  creek  has 
two  bad  log  jams  within  the  mile  course  upstream  to  the  main  recreation 
area.  In  mid-summer  the  water  volume  is  low  but  there  are  many  sizeable 
pools  in  the  creek,  in  some  of  which  fish  may  be  seen  swimming,  and  a  number 
of  which  are  large  enough  for  at  least  bathing,  if  not  extensive  swimming. 

On  the  sloping  wooded  section  there  are  two  good  cabins  equipped 
for  housekeeping,  a  rough  road  extending  into  the  tenting  area  now  used  by 
the  Girl  Scouts,  and  a  mater  tank  of  ten  thousand  gallon  volume. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  noted  that  this  property  is  by  far  the 
most  accessible  to  a  major  highway  of  any  of  the  recreation  areas  in  Western 
Maryland,  an  important  fact  when  potential  future  use  is  considered.  Further, 
the  situation  is  scenically  very  satisfying  since  the  area  is  broad  and  open 
and  is  surrounded  by  mountains  of  an  impressive  height.  In  the  third  place, 
the  tree  growth,  while  not  spectacular,  is  picturesque  and  contains  several 
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groups  of  good  pines  as  well  as  many  deciduous  trees. 
Hunting  Grounds 

Virtually  all  of  the  twenty-five  thousand  aeres  of  State  forest 
in  the  County  are  open  to  hunting.  Exceptions  are  a  few  areas  marked  off  as 
refuges.  In  addition,  there  are  the  two  large  properties  of  the  Game  and 
Inland  Fish  Commission  on  Warrior  Mountain  and  Dans  Mountain,  three-fourths 
of  which  are  open  to  hunting. 

Private  Non-Urban  Facilities 

The  location  of  lakes,  golf  courses,  amusement  centers,  lodgings, 
restaurants  and  other  private  enterprises  are  shown  on  the  inventory  map. 
For  the  most  part,  these  facilities  are  located  on  or  near  major  highv^rays 
and  near  urban  centers  where  large  numbers  of  the  public  are  located  or  will 
be  passing  by. 
Lakes.  Ponds  and  Pools 

The  principal  water  area  and,  for  that  matter,  vacation  center  in 
the  two  counties  is  Deep  Creek  Lake,  artifically  created  for  power  produc- 
tion  and  now  o'orned  hy   the  Pennsylvania  Electric  Company.  The  Lake  is  twelve 
miles  long  and  has  a  shore  line  of  sixty-four  miles.  With  its  numerous 
coves  extending  into  stream  valleys  of  varying  but  consistently  scenic 
topography,  the  Lake  is  an  attraction  of  great  drawing  power.  The  dam  is  an 
earth  embaiikment  with  a  concrete  core  eighty-six  feet  high  from  bedrock. 
The  impounded  water  is  carried  by  a  tunnel  through  Marsh  Mountain  to  a  power 
house.  The  crest  of  water  at  the  dam  is  2,^^70  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  Pennsylvania  Electric  Company  has  sold  its  holdings  of  land 
around  the  Lake  to  private  owners,  retaining  control  of  the  shore  line  up  to 
the  high  water  level.  Permits  of  access  to  the  Lake  are  given  owners  for  a 
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nominal  sum;  the  company's  approval  is  required  for  the  building  of  docks, 
floats  or  other  structures  on  the  shore. 

Activities  on  the  Lake,  including  boating,  motor  boating,  sailing 
and  fishing,  are  supervised  by  the  State  Game  and  Inland  Fish  Commission 
^hich  issues  permits  to  the  owners  of  all  kinds  of  craft,  as  well  as  fishing 
licenses  to  fishermen. 

Lodges,  tourist  cabins,  and  boating  concessions  from  which  guests 
and  patrons  have  access  to  water  sports  and  picnicking  are  open  to  the 
public.  However,  there  are  no  public  recreation  areas  on  the  Lake.  Neither 
the  State  nor  the  County  owns  any  land  on  the  Lake  except  the  Game  and 
Inland  Fish  Commission,  whose  refuges  come  down  to  and  cross  Cherrj'-  Creek 
Cove.  No  permit  has  been  requested  from  the  Pennsylvania  Electric  Company 
for  access  to  the  Lake  from  the  refuge  areas.  However,  the  Pennsylvania 
Electric  Company  is  prepared  to  give  permits  to  the  Commission  for  fifteen 
hundred  feet  of  shore  line  in  two  very  narrow  parcels  between  Deep  Creek 
Bridge  and  Thayer's  Earn,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  public  access  for 
fishing, 

Miile  much  of  the  Lake  frontage  is  still  owned  in  large  parcels 
by  a  few  persons,  there  are  an  estimated  nine  hundred  owners  of  Lake  front 
property  of  whom  no  less  than  eight  hundred  have  private  cottages,  the  others 
being  proprietors  of  businesses  of  one  kind  or  another. 

Currently,  land  with  Lake  frontage  or  within  view  of  the  water  is 
held  at  such  high  prices  as  twelve  to  twenty  dollars  per  front  foot  for  lots 
and  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  for  acreage  property.  One  owner  six 
years  ago  could  not  find  a  buyer  for  his  excellent  shore  front  property  at 
four  dollars  per  front  foot,  but  recently  rejected  an  offer  of  twenty  dollars 
a  front  foot  for  one-half  of  his  acreage. 
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The  general  effect  of  the  cottage  development  around  Deep  Creek 
Lake,  particularly  as  viewed  from  the  water,  is  pleasing.  IVhile  very  few 
cottages  of  a  value  as  great  as  $16,000  are  being  constructed,  some  of  the 
earlier  shoddy  and  cheap  structures  are  disappearing. 

There  is  no  public  guidance  of  residential,  commercial  and  indus- 
trial development  except  the  pollution  controls  of  the  State  Health  Depart- 
ment. Commercial  development  is  in  four  principal  concentrations,  Glendale 
Bridge,  Thayerville,  Deep  Creek  Bridge,  and  McHenry,  but  it  is  tending  to 
string  out  everywhere  along  Route  219  and  even  south  of  Thayerville  out  of 
view  of  the  Lake.  The  commercial  structures,  vith  a  fev  exceptions  are 
more  utilitarian  than  picturesque. 

There  is  a  large  stone  quarry  operating  alongside  Route  219  at 
Thayerville  and  a  small  building  block  manufacturer  at  McHenry, 

The  few  stores  on  the  Lake  handle  staple  commodities.  These  stores 
are  patronized  by  the  summer  people  many  of  whom,  roughly  speaking,  divide 
their  purchases  between  Deep  Creek  and  Oakland. 

Oakland  is  eight  miles  from  Deep  Creek  Lake;  Route  4.0  at  Keyser 
Ridge  by  way  of  U.S.  219  is  nineteen  milesj  Cumberland  is  4-9  milesj 
Pittsburgh  is  100  miles;  Baltimore  is  185  miles;  and  TTaehington  is  165  miles. 

Lake  Louise,  a  private  lake  development,  is  located  a  little  south 
of  Route  4.0  and  east  of  Keyser  Ridge.  The  Lake  is  about  twelve  acres  in 
area.  The  facilj.ties  include  a  club  house  about  thirty  by  fifty  feet  con- 
taining a  lounge,  kitchen,  bathrooms  and  two  bedrooms;  a  dock  and  boats;  two 
cabins;  a  barn;  and  a  caretaker's  house.  Lake  Louise  was  developed  by  a 
Pittsburgh  firm  for  its  employees.  Located  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  scenery, 
it  shows  the  possibilities  of  pri\'ate  developments  of  various  character. 
The  Lake  itself  was  a  former  swamp. 
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A  commercial  swimming  center  in  Allegany  County,  known  as  Minke's 
is  located  on  Christie  Road  about  two  miles  from  Cumberland.  The  establish- 
ment's concrete  pool,  50  by  150  feet,  contains  filtered  mater  taken  from 
Evitts  Creek.  Bathhouse  charges  are  thirty-five  cents  for  adults  and  twenty 
cents  for  children.  There  are  six  fireplaces  and  twenty  picnic  tables  on 
the  property.  Banquets  and  private  dinners  are  served  by  appointment  and 
refreshments  are  sold  in  the  concession  building. 

The  Cumberland  Country  Club  has  a  beautiful  new  concrete  pool 
approximately  forty  by  sixty  feet,  in  which  city  water  is  utilized. 

Of  a  different  tj^pe  are  several  swimm.ing  holes  in  lower  Town  Creek. 
The  owners  of  the  property  allow  nearly  anyone  to  swim  without  charge.  There 
are  cottages  and  a  swimming  beach  at  Town  Creek  Village,  while  upstream  are 
several  beaches  and  picnic  areas  very  simply  equipped  with  wooden  shelters 
or  located  under  trees,  where  one  may  fish  all  day  for  twenty-five  cents  and 
swim  or  picnic  for  ten  cents. 
Places  to  Stay 

There  are  three  types  of  lodgings,  the  housekeeping  cabin,  the 

non-housekeeping  cabin  and  the  lodge  on  Deep  Creek  Lake,  in  addition  to  the 

authentic  summer  cottage.  Usually  the  cabins,  containing  only  sleeping 

accommodations,  are  part  of  an  establishment  having  complete  lodge  facilities, 

including  a  dining  room.  Two  such  attractive  lodges  with  excellent  lake 

frontages  charge  the  following  rates: 

Lodge  A.  14.0  to  $4-3  per  week  per  person  en  the  American  plan,  but  with  no 
lunch;  $6   to  $7  per  person  per  day  on  the  European  plan  for  less 
than  a  week.  The  rooms  have  either  double  and  single  or  two 
single  beds  with  connecting  bath. 

Lodge  B,  §4.0  to  ^4.5  per  week  per  person  on  the  American  plan  with  no  lunch; 
$5  to  $6   per  day  on  the  European  plan  for  double  rooms  with  private 
bath.  Weekend  rate  is  $15  to  |20  per  person  on  the  American  planj 
a  la  carte'  meals  are,  breakfast  $1.25  and  dinners  $2.50  to  |3.00. 
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Housekeeping  cabins  on  Deep  Creek  Lake  vary  substantially  in  size. 
Common  weekly  charges  for  accommodations  for  four  to  six  persons  are  $50. 
One  operator  charges  $25  to  |70  per  week  for  cabins  accommodating  two  to  ten 
persons;  another  charges  $30  to  $100  per  week  for  cabins  for  four  to  ten 
persons,  • 

There  are  a  half  dozen  restaurants  on  the  Lake  where  complete 
meals  are  served.  This  includes  the  above  two  lodges  where  reservations 
must  be  made  unless  one  is  a  guest.  In  general,  dinners  run  $1.50  to  $2.50, 
breakfast,  75  cents  to  $1.00,  lunches,  $1.25,  and  sandwiches,  20  to  50  cents. 

There  are  no  hotels  in  Western  Maryland  of  the  kind  that  have 
extensive  grounds,  their  own  golf  courses,  tennis  courts  and  swimming  pools, 
except  Mountain  Lake  Park  Hotel  whose  grounds  are  extensive,  although  not 
well  maintained,  and  which  has  three  tennis  courts. 

However,  there  are  four  or  five  hotels  on  Route  4.0  and  Route  50 
that  could  be  called  resort  hotels.  One  of  the  most  attractive  of  them 
(recommended  by  the  AAA  and  Duncan  Hines)  charges  as  follows s  for  a  single 
room  without  bath,  $2.50;  with  bath,  $6.50;  double  without  bath,  $4.. 00,  with 
bath,  $6,50.  Family  size  room  for  four  persons  and  no  bath  is  $7.50. 
Another  hotel  charges  $5.00  for  a  double  room  with  bath.  These  are  mid- 
season  prices.  These  and  similar  hotels  are  located  at  scenic  outlooks  of 
superior  quality  and  have  picnic  areas  and  usually  garages,  filling  stations 
and  adequate  coffee  shops  or  dining  rooms.  One  guest  reported  a  good  steak 
dinner  for  $1.75,  but  usually  such  a  dinner  runs  from  $2.50  to  $3.C0, 

li3hile  no  new  hotels  are  being  constructed  in  Western  Maryland, 
some  new  motels  have  been  completed  or  are  under  construction.  There  are 
three  within  a  three  mile  stretch  of  Route  4.0  east  of  Cumberland,  one  of 
them  under  construction.  There  are  many  more  on  the  other  side  of  the  city 
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in  La  Vale,  and  one  on  Route  4.0  on  the  western  edge  of  Frostburg.  Typical 
motel  rates  are; 

Motel  A.  Single  room  with  bath,  $3.50  and  up. 

Motel  B.  Single  Room  with  bath,  $5.00;  double  r com,  $6.00. 

Small  white  painted  cabins  in  groups  of  two  to  twenty  units  are 
also  available.  Examples  of  cabin  rates  for  overnight  accommodations  are: 

Cabin  A.  Double  room  with  bath,  $4.. 00. 

Cabin  B.  Single  room  with  bath,  $3.50. 

Cabin  G.  Double  room  with  bath,  $3.50;  single  room, $3.00. 

CabLn  D.  Family  type  cabins,  $6.00,  $5.00  and  $3.00. 

Cabin  E.  Two  persons,  $4.. 00;  four  persons,  $6.00  (2  double  beds). 

Although  the  greatest  concentration  of  tourist  homes  is  in  the 
towns,  a  number  survive  on  the  highways  in  spite  of  competition  from  tourist 
courts  and  motels.  There  are  four  from  Cumberland  to  Frostburg  and  as  many 
from  Cumberland  to  the  eastern  county  line  on  Route  4.0.  There  are  two  or 
three  on  the  outskirts  of  Oakland,  Mountain  Lake  Park  and  McHenry. 

Whether  it  is  a  hotel,  motel,  cabin  or  tourist  home,  the  highway 
stop  in  Western  Maryland  is  usually  for  only  one  night.  Travelers  sometime 
come  from  the  hot  city  to  higher  elevations  to  catch  the  breezes  over  the 
weekend  and  during  the  saddle  races  at  Fairgo  near  Cumberland  in  July.  Some 
people  stay  a  week  or  two  at  hotels  of  a  resort  type,  while  some  places 
fill  up  for  two  or  three  days  or  a  week  during  the  deer  hunting  season. 
Drive-in  Theatres 

There  are  two  drive-in-theatres  near  the  city  of  Cumberland  and 
one  on  Deer  Park  Road  in  Garrett  County.  The  latter  does  a  good  business 
with  both  summer  people  and  local  residents.  There  is  also  a  drive-in  nearby 
in  Washington  County  near  Hancock. 
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Amusement  Centers 

There  are  no  extensive  developments  of  amusement  parks  or  individ- 
ual amusements.  A  former  amusement  park,  three  miles  west  of  Cumberland, 
is  now  principally  a  roller  skating  rink.  Adjacent  to  the  i*ink  is  one  of 
the  drive-in  theatres  and  across  the  highway  from  it  is  a  golf  driving  range. 
More  frequent  than  am.useraents  are  dine,  dance  and  drink  places.  One  of  the 
largest  is  at  Claryville.  There  are  smaller  places  in  Garrett  County 
which  serve  only  beer  and  wine. 

Horseback  riding  and  riding  stables  are  rare,  in  spite  of  the 
superior  opportunities  throughout  the  two  counties.  The  few  concessionaires 
undertaking  the  business  complain  of  the  high  insurance  rates. 
Motor  Boat  Rides  and  Rental 

There  are  several  concessionaires  on  Route  219  offering  speed 
boat  rides  on  Deep  Creek  Lake.  One  can  hire  an  outboard  motor  boat  at  McHenry 
by  the  hour,  day  or  week. 
Golf  and  Tennis 

The  Cumberland  Country  Club  has  an  excellent  eighteen  hole  golf 
course,  a  modern  club  house  with  dining  room,  outdoor  dining  terrace  and 
ballroom  among  other  features,  two  clay  tennis  courts,  a  swimming  pool, 
practice  driving  range  and  children's  play  area.  This  is  a  membership  club 
but  visitors  are  welcome  for  the  various  activities  by  appointment.  The 
greens  fees  are  $2.00  on  weekdays  and  $3-00  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  Tennis 
charges  are  25  cents  a  day  and  $4.00  a  season.  The  meals  are  superior. 

The  Oakland  Golf  Club's  nine  hole  course  is  near  Oakland.  The 
small  club  house  has  a  restaurant  serving  dinners  from  70^  to  $2.00  and  is 
prepared  to  serve  parties  up  to  fifty.  The  Club  has  over  one  hundred  members, 
most  of  whom  are  residents  of  Oakland  and  nearby  towns.  Only  four  percent 
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of  the  members  are  non-residents.  The  Club  makes  special  concessions  to 
summer  visitors. 

There  are  very  few  tennis  courts  in  Western  Maryland  outside  of 
the  urban  centers. 
Restaurants 

Restaurants,  including  those  in  hotels,  are  approximately  located 
on  the  inventory  map.  The  prices  of  meals  in  several  centers  have  already 
been  mentioned.  Numerous  samplings  of  the  meals  throughout  the  counties, 
both  in  summer  and  fall,  indicate  that,  as  yet,  there  is  very  little  adjust- 
ment to  menus  and  cooking  to  the  interest  of  the  more  discriminating  tourist 
or  vacationist  except  in  a  few  places.  The  cooking  reflects  local  conditions 
and  tastes  only.  For  example,  it  is  useless  to  ask  for  rare  or  medium  rare 
roast  beef.  It  is  always  very  well  done.  One  may  expect  red  meat  only  if 
ordering  a  steak.  Prices  compare  favorably  with  those  in  urban  restaurants. 
Gift  Shops 

Souvenirs  and  gifts  are  available  at  all  of  the  inns  and  restaurants 
which  are  extensively  patronized.  The  universal  consumer  demand  for  things 
made  locally  goes  unsatisfied,  although  on  every   restaurant  counter  is  a  nice 
display  of  apple  candy  produced  by  enterprising  apple  growers  near  Winchester. 
Virginia.  Proprietors  say  that  the  articles  that  sell  are  those  costing  a 
dollar  or  less.  There  are  two  roadside  stands  that  display  hooked  rugs,  one 
on  Route  219  and  one  on  Route  4-0, 
Camps 

In  all  Western  Maryland  there  is  apparently  only  one  private  camp 
for  youth.  Several  have  been  tried  but  their  facilities  are  now  utilized  as 

lodges. 

The  camp  referred  to  is  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Hansen 
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of  Baltimore,  Their  camp,  which  is  in  two  imits,  White  Thorn  for  boys  and 
Minnetoska  for  girls,  vras  established  in  1927,  The  camp  is  located  six 
miles  from  Oakland  and  has  400  acres  of  forest  and  lake.  The  numbers  are 
restricted  to  50  girls  and  50  boys  diiring  a  six  weeks  season.  The  program 
is  very  inclusive  and  the  most  popular  activity  is  horseback  riding. 

The  Potomac  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  maintains  a  camp  near 
Oldtown,  The  facilities  include  a  good,  small  lake,  a  large  dining  and 
assembly  hall,  a  concession  building,  and  numerous  tent  sites.  This  camp 
is  still  under  construction.  Oakland  Boy  Scouts  and  the  Catholic  Youth 
Organization  have  camps  on  Deep  Creek  Lake, 

The  Girl  Scouts  operate  a  camp  program  in  various  locations.  This 
year,  it  is  in  the  Green  Ridge  State  Forest  with  a  personnel  of  about  eighty. 
The  Campers  occupy  tents  put  up  by  the  Coxmcil  and  use  the  existing  facili- 
ties. Welfare  camps  are  operated  ty  Cumberlajid  agencies. 

Areas.  Facilities  and  Activities  Uithin  Urban  Communities 

The  urban  communities  in  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties  differ 
sharply  in  their  present  and  potential  relation  to  the  tourist  and  vacation 

business. 
Oakland 

Oakland,  which  was  a  resort  center  a  generation  ago  when  the  vaca- 
tion business  and  Chautauqua  were  flourishing  at  Deer  Park,  Mountain  Lake 
Park  and  Oakland,  may  again  become  the  vacation  capital  of  ¥estem  Maryland 
because  of  its  geographical  position  and  its  institutions.  The  business 
created  for  Oakland  at  Deep  Creek  Lake  and  in  the  Sv/allow  Falls  Area 
already  is  important, 

Oakland's  position  is  also  strategic  because  of  its  growing 
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community  institutions.  Its  modern  hospital,  with  34-  beds  which  are  already 
too  few,  its  handsome  new  library  and  the  new  high  school  now  being  built, 
not  to  mention  its  nearby  golf  course  and  numerous  stores,  distributing 
centers  and  offices,  are  an  important  asset  to  the  vacationist,  particularly 
if  he  is  staying  for  some  time.  Such  institutions  are  also  important  to 
persons  considering  retirement  in  pleasant  and  climatically  attractive 
surroundings.  People  spending  the  season  in  a  vacation  area  join  local  clubs, 
of  which  there  is  a  large  namber,  and  identify  themselves  with  community  life. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  Oakland  has  become  a  full-fledged  vacation 
center  or  even  that  it  is  meeting  its  responsibilities,  as  it  does  not  yet 
bear  the  mark  of  a  resort  capital. 
Cumberland 

Unlike  Oakland,  Cumberland  is  a  large  industrial  city,  While  in 
a  mountainous  area,  the  city  is  low  lying.  It  has  the  smoke  problem  common 
to  a  section  burning  soft  coal.  It  is  struggling  with  exaggerated  problems 
of  traffic  congestion  and  flood  control  and  has  before  it  the  e>:pensive 
necessity  of  building  a  million  dollar  sewage  disposal  plant.  Cumberland 
is  marginally  concerned  with  the  tourist  business.  Though  tourists  drive 
through  the  city  in  large  numbers,  they  and  the  vacationists  affect  local 
business  only  incidentally,  for  it  is  the  establishments  on  Route  4-0,  east 
and  west  of  Cumberland  City,  that  draw  the  bulk  of  their  trade =  Visitors  in 
the  region  with  cottages  at  Deep  Creek  or  located  in  the  rural  sections  of 
either  county,  will  come  to  Cumberland  occasionally  for  the  theatre,  to 
enjoy  a  meal  at  one  of  the  four  or  five  good  restaurants,  or  attend  the  races 
at  Fairgo,  but  these  people  are  lost  in  the  mass  of  patrons  who  visit  these 
attractions. 

Cumberland,  on  the  other  hand,  exports  vacationists  to  Garrett 
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County,  particularly  to  Deep  Creek  Lake.  Turkey  Neck,  for  example,  is  virtu- 
ally colonized  by  Cumberland  people  mho  specialize  in  sailing. 

Incidental  though  the  commercial  importance  of  vacationing  and 
tourism  may  be  to  Cumberland,  the  city  has  a  great  deal  to  offer  historically., 
with  numerous  attractions  that  justify  one  or  more  visits  on  the  part  of  the 
vacationist  or  his  family. 
Frostburg 

Frostburg,  at  one  time  the  center  of  an  active  mining  industry, 
from  its  elevation  and  other  attractions  is  more  closely  associated  with  the 
vacation  potentials  of  the  region.  It  has  an  excellent  stadium  and  a 
municipal  swimming  pool  swimming  pool  with  a  bathhouse,  concession  building 
and  picnic  area  adjacent  to  the  ball  park.  The  town  has  a  hospital,  a  half 
dozen  tourist  homes,  H  restaurants,  and  motion  picture  theatres,  among  other 
institutions.  Gunthers  Hotel  has  a  capacity  of  70  persons  at  rates  of  $1.65 

to  $4.25. 
Grantsville 

Grantsville  is  an  agricultural  trading  center  but  its  location  on 
Route  4.0  provides  much  tourist  business  for  local  commercial  establishments. 
The  town  has  about  seven  rooming  houses  and  inns  but  only  one  restaurant. 
Luke 

At  Luke  is  the  Devon  Club  constructed  for  the  use  of  employees  of 
the  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper  Mills,  but  operated  as  a  community  institu- 
tion. It  has  four  bowling  alleys,  four  pool  tables,  a  library,  small  game 
rooms  for  quiet  games  and  cards,  table  shuffleboard,  a  theatre  seating  350 
persons,  a  concession  stand  and  other  facilities  and  is  air  conditioned. 

All  the  towns  in  both  counties  have  baseball  fields.  Many  of  them 
have  teams  entered  in  inter-county  and  inter-state  leagues. 
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Special  Events 

Neither  Allegany  nor  Garrett  County  has  very  many  special  events 
nor  festivals  such  as  are  commonly  associated  with  a  well  promoted  vacation 
region.  Prior  to  the  last  war,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  brought 
visitors  to  the  Oakland  and  Swallow  Falls  Area  from  the  east  for  a  Fall  Leaf 
Festival.  The  arrangements  included  citizen  hosts  who  took  visitors  sight- 
seeing. This  was  satisfactory  for  persons  who  cared  for  sightseeing  but 
there  was  no  provision  for  those  who  were  indifferent  to  sights,eeing. 

There  have  been  water  sport  festivals  at  Deep  Creek  but  they  proved 
to  be  rather  expensive  for  the  operators. 

A  combined  carnival  at  Oakland,  a  turkey  festival,  and  national 
outboard  races  at  Deep  Greek  Lake  after  Labor  Day  are  under  consideration. 

There  has  been  no  exploitation  of  characteristic  floral  products 
of  the  region  such  as  rhododendron  or  laurel,  of  the  apple  industry  In 
Allegany  County,  or  of  buckwheat,  maple  syrup  and  maple  sugar  in  Garrett 
County.  The  Apple  Blossom  Festival  in  Winchester,  Virginia,  probably  pre- 
cludes one  of  a  similar  kind  though  a  festival  at  apple  picking  time  near 
OldtoT.Ti  is  attended  by  several  hundred  people. 

The  TTestern  Maryland  tennis  tournament  held  at  Mountain  Lake  Park 
courts  is  one  of  the  few  special  events  of  the  region. 

The  horse  races  and  annual  fair  at  Cumberland  have  been  separated, 
probably  to  the  advantage  of  both,  and  each  of  them  attracts  great  numbers 
of  people  each  year. 

Current  Publicity  and  Promotion 
The  Oakland  Chamber  of  Commerce  finances  road  signs  on  Routes  50 
and  4.0  featuring  Deep  Creek  Lake  and  other  attractions,  which  are  changed 
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every  sixty  days.  The  Qiamber  of  Commerce,  in  cooperation  with  the  State 
Department  of  Information,  has  participated  in  radio  and  television  programs 
advertising  the  area,  and  has  issued  lists  of  lodging  places  with  numbers 
of  accommodations  and  rates.  Further,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  no  one 
free  to  work  full  time  in  promoting  the  area  or  other  civic  developments  in 
and  about  Oakland,  since  the  secretary  is  also  employed  by  the  State 
Employment  Service. 

The  Cumberland  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  issued  lists  of  lodgings 
and  of  the  many  historic  attractions  in  and  about  Cumberland. 

The  State  Department  of  Information  has  included  the  attractions 
of  Western  Maryland  in  many  of  its  publications.  In  the  fiscal  year  194-9- 
1950,  44., 000  copies  of  these  publications  mere  purchased  by  county  boards  of 
education  for  use  among  school  pupils. 

The  promotional  activities  of  operators  at  Deep  Creek  Lake  and 
along  Routes  4.O  and  50,  have  included  souvenir  menus,  which  give  advertising 
to  the  region,  as  well  as  to  the  commercial  enterprise  itself,  and  picture 
post  cards.  Further,  the  operators  advertise  in  other  media  such  as  drive- 
in  theatres  and  the  press.  Apparently  only  one  hotel  in  Western  Maryland 
advertises  in  the  Baltimore  papers.  Camp  and  lodge  literature  emphasizes 
the  region's  attractions. 

The  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  includes  Western  Maryland  in 
its  publications  such  as  "Where  To  Go,  What  To  Do."  The  forests  and  recrea- 
tion areas  are  also  displayed  in  the  annual  State  highway  maps.  However, 
neither  the  forests  nor  the  recreation  areas  are  adequately  indicated  on  road 
signs  and  even  where  the  area  is  indicated,  its  identification  as  a  State 
area  is  lacking,  leaving  the  stranger  to  guess  whether  it  is  a  public  or  a 
private  area. 
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The  Oakland  Golf  Club  distributes  an  effective  poster  its  course 
addressed  to  Deep  Creek  visitors,  as  well  as  to  local  residents.  Character- 
istic Maryland  dishes  including  buckwheat  cakes  and  maple  syrup,  which  are 
identified  with  Western  Maryland,  are  not  featured.  As  yet,  there  are  very 
few  alterations  of  store  fronts  or  store  interiors  to  give  them  a  modern 
and  more  attractive  appearance. 

In  general,  the  capitalization  of  the  region's  attractions  by 
vigorous  promotion  is  lacking. 
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CHAPTER  IV 
VACATION  PATRONAGE  AND  EXPENDITURE 

No  complete  figiores  are  available  on  the  nvanber  of  vacationists  or 
tourists  in  Western  iJaryland  except  in  the  State  forest  and  recreation  areas 
and  a  few  details  such  as  home  ovmership  on  Deep  Creek  Lake. 

Types  and  Numbers  of  Visitors 

The  visitors  to  ;/estern  Maryland  are  of  several  kinds.  There  are 
the  summer  residents  who  have  cottages  which  they  ovm  or  rent^  principally 
on  Deep  Creek  Lake.  There  are  the  vacationists  who  come  for  one  or  tvtro 
weeks  and  stay  in  lodges  or  cabins.  A  third  type  is  the  \reekend  tourist 
visiting  relatives  or  friends  in  cottages  or  inns  or  stopping  at  cabins  or 
lodges.  Another  group  includes  people  dri-'/ing  through  and  spending  not  more 
than  one  night.  Still  others  are  hunters,  fishermen,  patrons  of  organized 
youth  camps  and  their  visitors,  and  geological,  natvire  and  hiking  groups. 

The  number  of  visitors  is  very  definitely  limited  by  the  available 
accommodations.  The  capacity  of  the  various  kinds  of  lodging  places  in 
Garrett  Co^jnty  is  listed  below.  It  totals  1,137,  not  including  rooms 
usually  taken  by  commercial  travelers.  A  list  of  accommodations  in  Allegany 
County  follows. 
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TABLE  5 

ESTE'IATED  CAPACITY  OF  HOTELS,  CABINS,  TOURIST  HOLIES 
AVAILABLE  TO  TOURISTS  Al©  VACATIONISTS  IH  GARRETT  COUNTY 

Location  Number 

Deep  Creek  Lake  531 

Along  Route  iiO  ll5 

Along  Route  5^0  50 

Herrington  Manor  8a 
New  Germany; 

Cabins  6o 

Lodge  26 

Oakland  100 

Mountain  Lake  Park  85 

Grantsville  86 

Total  1,137 


TABIE  6 

ESTD.IATED  CAPACITY  OF  HOTELS,  CABINS,  TOURIST  HOLES 
AVAILABLE  TO  TOURISTS  AND  VACATIONISTS  IN  ALLEGANY  COUNTY 

Location  Number 


Cumberland  and  Frostburg  Hotels 

703 

Frostburg  Motel 

2h 

Frostburg  Tourist  Homes 

ii2 

Along  higlways,  principally  RouiEliO: 

Hotels 

72 

Motels 

lh9 

Cabins 

235 

Tourist  Homes 

ho 

Total 

1,265 

Total  for  both  counties 

2,h02 

Source  of  Visitors 

Tlie  source  of  the  visitors  is  closely  related  to  their  purpose  in 
coming  into  the  area.  For  example,  visitors  to  recreation  areas  which  are 
primarily  of  a  day  use  character  are  principally  from  the  two  coimties  and 
nearby  points  in  Y.'est  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  On  the  other  hand,  out-of- 
State  visitors  are  far  moipe  numerous,  relatively,  at  the  Swallovir  Falls 
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Recreation  Area  where  the  attraction  is  one  of  spectacular  scenic  quality. 
Thus,  on  June  2li,  1951,  of  a  total  of  26?  automobiles  at  Swallow  Falls, 
fifty-five  were  from  tJest  Virginia;  forty- three  from  Pennsylvania;  sixteen, 
Indiana;  twelve,  Virginia;  eight,  Ohio;  four.  New  Jersey;  tviro,  Arizona;  two. 
District  of  Columbia;  one,  Texas;  and  one  was  from  California,  making  lIiU 
out-of-State  cars  as  compared  iirith  123  from  Maryland.  Similarly,  on  July 
1st,  out  of  281  cars,  73  'i-'ere  from  vSest   Virginia;  52,  Pennsylvania;  11, 
District  of  Columbia;  6,  Ohio;  2,  New  York;  or  a  total  of  lUi  out-of-State 
cars  compared  virith  137  from  Maryland, 

Another  sampling  was  made  at  the  Oakland  golf  course,  about  eight 
miles  from  Deep  Creek,  An  analysis  of  the  registration  and  greens'  fees 
shovis  the  influence  of  the  svumner  visitoi'.  For  the  purpose  of  this  analysis 
players  from  nearby  communities  of  tifestern  Maryland  and  Uest  Virginia  are 
not  considered  non-residents. 

Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  suminer  vacation  season,  July  2nd, 
the  proportion  of  non-resident  players  to  resident  players  was  very  lovir. 
HoYirever,  fror.  July  2nd  through  July  30th,  on  eight  days,  one-half  of  the 
players  were  non-resident  and  on  twelve  days,  one-third;  on  six  days,  one- 
fourth;  and  on  three  days,  one-fifth  and  one-sixth.  Assuming  that  the 
proportions  for  the  rest  of  the  season  thiTough  Labor  Day,  September  3rd, 
wrould  run  about  the  same,  the  added  greens'  fees  from  summer  people  would 
mean  a  total  of  •:.l,ii73  to  the  Club.  The  greens'  fees  are  :;i>1.50  on  weekdays 
and  $1,80  on  Saturdays,  Sundays  and  holidays  and  one  may  play  all  day.  If 
one  adds  what  is  spent  for  refreshments  and  meals,  it  is  probable  that  the 
additional  gross  income  to  this  club  of  18?  members  is  about  $1,800. 

In  all,  the  non-resident  players  registered  from  fifty-one  communi- 
ties outside  of  '..•estern  iJaryland  and  nearby  Y'est  Virginia,  The  registration 
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included  the  following: 


Pittsburgh- 

70 

Uniontoiiv'n 

22 

Baltimore 

hi 

Clarksburg 

9 

Washington 

2U 

Fairmount 

6 

Buffalo 

r' 

Akron 

h 

Mansfield 

k 

California,  Pa, 

k 

Morgantown 

h 

From  coinmunities  other  than  those  listed  above,  there  were  in 
Ohio,  h;   Perjisylvania ,  12;  ..'est  Virginia,  8j  liaryland,  8;  Virginia,  Uj  New 
York,  3;  and  Hichigan,  3. 

The  predominance  of  Pennsylvarda  registrations  reflects  clearly 
the  large  number  of  Pennsylvanians  at  Deep  Creek  Lake,  In  fact,  it  has 
been  called  a  "Pennsylvania  Lake." 

At  the  Oakland  Chamber  of  Coimrierce,  the  cMef  source  of  inquiries 
about  V/estern  llaryland  vacations  hare  been  from  the  following  cities  in  this 
order:  viiashington,  D.  C;  Pittsburgh;  and  Baltimore. 

Questions  put  to  proprietors  of  cabins,  hotels  and  restaurants  on 
Route  ho  indicated  a  hea""^  predominance  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  patrons. 
These,  of  course,  were  overwhelmingly  people  stopping  either  for  just  one 
meal  or  for  one  night's  lodging  and  a  fei;  meals.  Proprietors  also  had 
visitors  from  Indiana,  i^ichigan,  California  and  Florida,  but  they  vj- ere 
relatively  much  fewer.  Similarly,  on  a  nine  mile  stretch  of  Route  50  in 
Maryland,  the  bulk  of  the  patrons  of  establishments  were  from  other  states, 

Nost  of  the  families  rentin,^  cabins  at  Herrington  Manor  and  KevJ- 
Germany  come  from  eastern  Maryland  counties  and  Washington,  D.  C.  Fishermen 
in  Garrett  County  in  the  year  19h9-1950,  numbering  li,609,  were  i<%   non- 
residents of  iviaiyland.  On  t^-ie  ot^'-er  hand,  the  7,U37  fishermen  licensed  in 
Allegany  County  in  that  year  were  Maryland  residents  with  the  exception  of 
about  tvj'o  hundred.  During  the  19^1  creel  census  in  Garrett  County,  one 
worker  in  a  week's  period  reported  that  k9%   of  "the  persons  he  met  were  from 
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Pennsylvania*  On  the  first  day  of  this  census,  April  l5th,  k2%   of  the 
fishermen  on  Bear  Creek  vrere  Pensylvanians ,  Among  the  hunters,  only  U9  out 

of  5,650  licenses  issued  in  Allegany  County  vjere  for  non-residents  and  90$ 

9/ 
of  the  total  were  County  licenses,—'  Obviously,  the  non-resident  fee  of 

$l5.25  discourages  outsiders. 

The  day  use  of  the  recreation  areas  is  for  the  most  part  by 
residents  of  nearby  localities.  For  example,  on  each  fair  weekend  hundreds 
of  persons  go  from  Grantsville  to  either  Pleasant  Valley  or  New  Germany, 
ilany  residents  of  Oakland  throng  the  beach  and  picnic  area  at  Herrington 
Manor  on  Thursday  afternoon  when  business  houses  are  closed  in  Oakland .iS'^ 
The  Interests  of  Visitors 

In  1950,  the  Oakland  Chamber  of  Commerce  received  seven  hundred 
letters  concerning  vacations  in  Garrett  County.  The  inquiries  concerned  the 
prices  of  cottages,  where  cottages  were  located,  cooking  facilities  and  even 
movies,  A  fei:  inquired  about  charges  and  a  substantial  niimber  about  ti-ans- 
portation. 

An  information  booth  vms  set  up  in  19^1  at  Deep  Creek  Lake  on 
Route  219 »  The  principal  questions  asked  of  the  attendants  concerned  the 
location  of  fishing  areas  and  camping  spots,  the  availability  of  cabins  for 
rent  (3C^  of  the  inquirers  wanted  cabins  that  rented  for  $30   to  §35  per 
week),  and:  the .cost  of  fishing  licenses. 


2/   License  data  from  19$0  Report  of  the  liaryland  Board  of  %tiiral 
Resources, 

10/  Car  licenses  at  Pleasant  Valley  indicate  that  SO'o  of  visitors  are  from 

Marj-^land,  llt/b,  Pennsylvania,  h%,   ilest  Virginia,  and  2%   from  other 
states . 
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The  above  questions  illustrate  the  two  principal  types  of  inquiries, 
the  practical  question  of  accommodations  within  the  vacationist's  means  and 
the  one  about  activities.  The  vacation  and  tourist  business  in  Garrett 
County  is  principally  a  family  proposition,  with  the  family  expected  to  keep 
house  and  mother  to  continue  her  usual  routine  of  cooking,  not  to  mention 
other  household  duties. 

The  principal  recreation  interest  is  fishing  and  is  especially 
noticeable  at  Deep  Creek  Lake.  This  means  principally  bass  fishing,  since 
trout  are  out  of  season  during  the  usual  vacation  season.  A  family  at  the 
Lake  will  spend  large  sums  for  fishing  equipment,  boats,  and  all  the  neces- 
sary rentals  and  food  costs  in  the  hope  of  catching  a  few  fish.  If  they 
catch  tTro  or  three  faii'-sized  bass,  they  call  their  vacation  a  success.  If 
they  catch  nothing,  they  are  terribly  disappointed  and  are  disinclined  to 
return  to  the  Lake. 

Motorboating  is  extremely  popular  on  the  Lake,  In  the  19^49-^0 
season,  there  were  755  licenses  issued  for  inboard  and  outboard  motorboats, 
A  fleet  of  sailboats  numbers  about  25  to  30. 

Restful  and  lazy  as  is  the  sport  of  fishing,  there  are  numbers  of 
visitors  who  find  even  that  too  strenuous  and  viant  the  utmost  quiet  and  rest. 
This  is  true  of  many  of  the  couples  and  other  adults  to  be  found  in  cabins  at 
Herrington  Manor  and  New  Germany.  Of  course,  when  there  are  children  in  the 
group,  v^hich  is  usually  the  case,  the  family's  program  is  broader.  An 
example  is  that  of  a  family  of  seven  from  iJashington,  D.  C.  The  five 
children  ranged  in  age  from  two  to  thirteen.  Their  program  comprised  much 
time  on  the  beach,  including  swimming  twice  a  day,  fishing,  and  hikes  and 
rides  to  scenic  points.  The  adults  vrere  also  interested  in  the  history  of 
the  recreation  area  and  the  surrounding  region. 
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A  middle-aged  couple  without  children,  who  had  vacationed  in 
California,  Florida  and  many  other  places,  come  back  to  Hevf  Germany  once  in 
everj''  three  jrears,  because  it  is  so  restful  and  attractive.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  elderly  man  on  Deep  Creek  Lake,  an  old-timer,  says  that  his  married 
sons  and  daughters  vrant  more  amusement  than  they  find  at  present. 
Size  of  the  Parties 

The  people  seeking  cabins  or  other  accommodations  for  some  time 
come  in  parties,  principally  family  groups,  ranging  from  two  to  six.  Most  of 
the  proprietors  plan  for  or  have  accommodations  in  terms  of  two  to  six 
persons.  The  tj'pical  size  of  the  parties  using  the  fourteen  cabins  at  ^ 
Herrington  Ilanor  in  1950  v:as  four  to  six. 

Number  of  Visitors  to  Forest  and  Recreation  Areas 
The  statistical  reports  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and 
Parks  give  additional  information  on  the  interests  and  comparative  volume  of 
■'/isitors.  The  following  statistics  are  for  19^0  and  are  in  general  the 
results  of  a  gradual  increase  of  participation  for  a  long  period  of  years. 
Except  for  the  Svrallov/  Falls  Recreation  Area,  the  numbers  of  sight-seers  are 
not  included. 
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TABLE  7 

SELECTED  ATTEi^roAHCE  AT  STATE  FORESTS,  19^0 
TOTAL  ATTENDANCE  AND  ATTENDANCE  DURING  I'lOST  EIPCRTANT  IIONTH 


Green  Ridge  Forest 

Hunters  Ii,575i  December,  1,875. 
Picnickers  l,U9l4j  August,  u6l. 
Fishing  1,1^3}  July,  238.  Camping  and  sT.iriinming, 
negligible. 

Potomac  Forest 

Fishing  1,575}  April,  890  (trout). 

Hunting  l,230j  December,  560;  September,  500, 

On  the  first  day  of  the  trout  season  in  195l,  l5l 
fishermen  were  counted  on  Laurel  Run. 

Savage  State  Forest,  including  New  Germany  Recreation  Area 

Picnickers  12,ii88j  August  and  July,  about  i4,000  each. 
Fishing  ll,350j  April,  May  and  June. 
Cabin  Occupants  it, 797;  August,  1,997. 
Hunters  2,768j  December,  1,020. 
Campers-in  tents  1,063;  August,  305. 

Herrington  lianor  and  Swallow  Falls  State  Forest 

Picnickers  ll!,l50j  July  and  August,  about  U,550  each; 

June,  3,U00. 
Fishing  6,928j  July,  Aug-ast,  April. 
STOjnming  6,225;  July  and  August;  June,  1,566, 
Cabin  Occupants  5,8l5}  July  and  August,  about  1,900 

each;  June,  1,113;  September,  867. 
Hunting  U,958;  December,  3,901. 

Swallow  Falls  Recreation  Area,  Swallow  Falls  State  Forest 

Sight-seers  33,330;  July,  ll,iiG9;  August,  10,970; 

June,  li,602;  September,  2,250;  May,  2,178; 

October,  1,009. 
Picnickers  U,729;  July,  2,8U6;  August,  9^5;   June,  583; 

Septe'Tiber,  235. 
Fishing  313;  J-one,  l65;  Hay,  127. 
Hunters  217;  December,  l58. 
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At  Swallow  Falls ,  the  most  powerful  attraction  is  the  spectacular 
scenery  which  accounts  for  a  huge  number  of  sight-seers .  Sight-seers  were 
also  recorded  in  all  the  other  areas,  their  numbers  including  persons  who 
make  casual  visits  but  engage  in  no  specific  activities  which  can  be 
identified . 

Picnicking  i,3  the  most  popular  activity,  since  it  is  inexpensive, 
requires  little  equipment,  and  all  members  of  tlie  family  except,  perhaps, 
infants  in  arms,  can  enjoy  it.  The  combination  of  a  good  beach  and  a  picnic 
area  is  hard  to  beat.  June  is  a  good  swimming  month  in  Garrett  County,  along 
with  July  and  August,  and  many  of  the  activities  can  be  extended  into 
September. 

Statistics  tell  us  nothing  about  the  adequacy  of  the  facilities  in 
the  recreation  areas  in  relation  to  the  patronage.  As  in  much  of  the 
vacation  business ,  the  heavy  load  is  on  Saturday,  Sunday  and  holidays .  At 
such  times,  all  the  recreation  areas  are  overtaxed, 

A  word  should  be  added  about  patronage  at  Pleasant  Valley.  It  is 
reported  that  there  vrere  lU,000  people  on  July  k,   1950,  while  crovfds  of 
some  thousands  on  weekends  are  common, 

''      The  picnic  plays  an  important  role  in  the  very  popiilar  family 
reunions  in  Western  Maryland.  There  virere  three  such  reunions  in  the  New 
Germany  picnic  grounds  on  one  Sunday  in  July  in  addition  to  other  picnickers. 
Such  picnics  also  are  held  at  private  grounds.  For  example,  one  of  5,000  has 
been  held  at  the  I.Ieadow  Mountain  Inn  property  on  Route  ItO  v/here  they  could 
well  be  taken  care  of  on  the  seventy  acres  belonging  to  the  management. 
Church  and  other  picnics  are  held  at  the  Colonial  Inn  picnic  grounds  and  at 
other  locations. 
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Patrons  of  Private  Facilities 
Hotels ,  Cabins  and  Tourist  Homes 

The  numbers  of  accommodations  have  already  been  estimated.  In 
general,  they  enjoy  a  high  rate  of  occupancy  except  when  there  is  a  run  of 
bad  weather.  Exclusive  of  commercial  facilities,  there  are  9OO  private 
homes  and  cottages  around  Deep  Creek  Lake  according  to  a  field  count. 
FigToring  the  families  as  including  at  least  three  persons,  this  gives  a 
population  of  2,700.  Independent  estimates  of  the  numbers  visiting  the  Lake 
on  Sundays  and  holidays  during  the  season,  bring  the  totals  up  to  more  than 
kfOOO.     Of  course,  many  of  the  summer  visitors  stay  with  relatives  and 
friends  and  do  not  depend  upon  commercial  lodging  places. 
Motion  Pictures 

In  spite  of  the  desire  to  escape  the  urban  setting  for  a  brief 
time  and  draw  close  to  nature,  the  American  family  does  not  drop  the  habit 
of  attending  movies  v^rhile  on  vacation.  The  theatres  of  «"ifestern  Maryland,  in 
both  towns  and  in  the  country  drive-ins,  draw  a  substantial  number  of  summer 
patrons . 
Tennis  Courts 

Tennis  courts  are  rare  in  Garrett  County,  :  There  are  none  in 
operation  at  public  areas.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  vrell-developed 
Cacapon  State  Park  in  V'est  Virginia,  where  good  courts  &re  available,  there 
is  ■<Tery  little  interest  in  tennis. 
Hunters  and  Fishermen 

A  fair  indication  of  the  participation  in  hunting  and  fishing  is 
given  by  the  statistics  on  licenses  issued  by  the  State,  as  shown  in  the 
following  table: 
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TABLE  8 

HUNTIIJG  LICENSES  ISSUED  IN  SELECTED  COUNTIES 
JULY  1,   19li9  TO  JUiJE  30,  1950 


Number  of 

Niomber  of 

Number  of 

Counter 

State 

Non-Res ident 

Countj- 

Licenses 
At  ;jj>1.00 

Licenses 

At  C>5.oo 

Licenses 

At  $15.25 

Allegany 
Garrett 
VJashingtonn' 
Frederick?f 

6,ii08 
3,97U 

6,7ii2 
5,769 

2,199 

97 

1,356 

1,178 

h9 
187 
137 

25 

State  Total 

77,959 

36,2h8 

3,727 

Total 
Number  of     Total 
Licenses   Receipts 

8,656  $  18,150.25 

U,258  7,310.75 

8,239-^  15,611.25 

7,379"--  lii, 075.25 

120,335^^^  ^316,035.75 


Source:  Seventh  Annual  Report,  Maryland  Board  of  Natural  Resources,  1950. 

#  Included  for  comparative  purposes, 

*  Includes  h  duck  blind  licenses 
■5Hf  Includes  7  sneak  boat  licenses 

^i^*  Includes  2,h-01  duck  blind,  sneak  boat  and  push  boat  licenses. 


In  the  above  table,  the  Garrett  County  totals  appear  low  compared 
with  the  other  counties.  It  must  be  remembered  the  population  of  the  County 
is  small  and  many  farmers  have  good  hunting  on  their  o'wn  land  and  are  not 
required  to  have  licenses.  There  is  a  small  number  of  State  licenses  in 
Garrett  County,  for  there  is  little  need  for  Garrett  Countians  to  hunt  else- 
where in  Maryland,  as  they  have  the  best  hunting  at  home.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  noticeable  that  Garrett  leads  this  group  of  counties  in  non-resident 
licenses. 
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TABLE  9 

ANGLING  LICENSES  IN  SLLECTED  COUNTIES 
19i;9-1950 


County 

Number  of 

Resident 

Licenses 

At  ia.25 

Number  of 
Non-Res id ent 
Licenses 
At  ^,2^ 

Number  of 

Toiirist 

Licenses 

At  A.SO 

Total 

Number  of 

Licenses 

Total 
Receipts 

Allegany 
Garrett 
Frederick 
Yu'ashington 

7,233 

2,928 
6,698 
7,969 

113 

l,35U 
196 

U39 

3,255 
15^ 
17U 

7,137 
8,292 
7,211 
8,785 

% 

9,780,00 
18,616.50 

9,890.50 
13,073.00 

State  Total 

58,328 

6,776 

U,702 

73,056 

e 

122,686.00 

Source:  Seventh  Annual  Report,  Maryland  Board  of  Natviral  Resources,  1950, 
#  Cost  of  non-resident  licenses  increased  to  09.75,  June  1,  1950» 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  non-resident  and  three-dajr  tourist 
licenses  greatly  outnumber  the  resident  licenses  in  Garrett  County.  This 
reflects  both  the  popularity  of  trout  and  bass  fishing  in  the  County  and  the 
result  of  the  low  tourist  fee. 
Boating 

As  already  stated  registered  motorboats  and  licenses  on  Deep  Creek 
number  765.  RoT;boats  are  registered  onlj^  ones,  so  the  current  number  is  not 
knovm.  Considering  the  cost  of  motorboats  and  their  upkeep,  the  number  on 
the  Lake  is  very  significant. 


Expenditures 
As  in  the  case  of  attendance,  there  are  no  data  to  shov/  the  total 
sums  that  visitors  spend  in  .-vestern  Maryland.  However,  some  estimates  may  be 
made  from  samplings.  There  folloviT  some  estimates,  existing  statistics  and 
data  from  reliable  informants.  The  typical  cottage  family  on  Deep  Creek  Lake 
spends  $500  during  the  season,  not  including  rent  and  taxes.  <7ith  nine 
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hundred  such  xamilies,  the  total  sum  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 

dollars .  Other  estimates  are  as  follows : 

Rentals,  cabin  and  tourist  coiirt  occupants,  Deep  Creek     $         31,000 

Rentals,  Deep  Creek  Lodge  36,632 

Expenditures  at  Deep  Creek  for  staples  by  cabin  occupants  7,7^6 
Expenditures  for  meat  and  foodstuff  at  Oakland,  by  cabin 

occupants  7,756 

Meals  out,  cabin  occupants  li.,500 
Amusements,  gas,  tobacco  and  miscellaneous  expenditures  by 

cabin  occupants  l5,5l2 

Tobacco,  drinl:s,  and  miscellaneous  expenditures  by  lodgers  13,721 

Expenditures  by  vreekend  and  holiday  visitors  25,000 

Tourists,  Route  219,  McHenry  to  Thaj^erville ,  meals  12,200 

Toiirists,  Route  219,  ivicKenry  to  Thayerville,  gas,  oil,  etc.  7,500 

New  motor  ana  sailboats,  household  equipment,  docks,  etc.  170,000 

Taxes,  rents  and  replacements  at  cottages,  and  lodges  I8 0,000 

Approximate  total  at  Deep  Creek  (including  •t>ii50,000  of 

cottage  families)  $   961,577 

These  estimates  do  not  include  real  estate  sales  or  building  con- 
struction, xvhich  if  included  would  increase  these  figures. 
Expenditures  of  Campers 

Included  in  this  section  are  expenditures  of  Minnetoska  and 
White  Thorn, Lake  Louise,  Catholic  Youth,  Holy  Cross,  and  Boy  Scout  camps  on 
Deep  Creek,  the  Boy  Scouts  at  Oldtovm,  and  the  Girl  Scouts  at  Green  Ridge, 
These  camps  employ  some  of  their  personnel  and  buy  groceries,  meats,  dairy 
products,  tools  and  other  commodities  and  contract  for  carpentry  and  other 
kinds  of  maintenance  work  within  the  region.  The  estimated  seasonal  total 
is  >i>85,500,  a  substantial  portion  of  which  is  paid  out  virithin  the  area. 

Estimated  expenditures  of  tenants  of  Forests  and  Park  Department 

cabins  and  ski  lodge  rentals  are  itemized  below: 

Receipts  from  rentals,  1950  $   10,573.68 

Estimated  food  expenditures  (mostl;/  in  Oakland)  6,000.00 

Estimated  gas,  tobacco,  ice  cream,  movie  expenditures  2,ii00,00 

Estimated  expenditures  for  food  and  supplies  at  ski  lodges    500.00 

Total         #  19,^73.68 
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The  ten  cabins  at  New  Germany  return  a  gross  rental  of  about 
$U,000  a  seasonj  the  thirteen  at  Herrington  about  $6,000,  The  latter 
grossed  !";538,000  in  eleven  years. 
Where  the  IJoney  Goes 

The  relation  of  the  business  brought  in  by  vacationists  and 
tourists  to  the  normal  trade  in  the  tvro  counties  is  of  great  interest.  The 
value  of  the  summer  business  varies  widely  depending  on  location  in  the 
region. 

Grantsville  lodging  houses  do  a  hea-'/y  business  with  tourists 
passing  through  on  Route  hO.     The  one  restaurant  in  town  does  ninety  per 
cent  of  its  business  vfith  tourists  in  the  siimmer  and  fifty  per  cent  in 
I'/inter.  On  the  other  hand,  a  large  garage  and  service  station  estimates  its 
tourist  business  is  only  two  to  three  per  cent  of  its  total. 

By  way  of  contrast,  a  large  service  station  in  Oakland  equipped 
for  all  kinds  of  repairs  and  service,  has  calculated  that  the  vacation 
business  adds  .^1,000  a  month  to  its  sales  of  gas,  oil  and  other  items  and 
repair  work  during  a  period  of  four  months .  Oakland  has  ten  large  gas 
stations,  five  medium  sized  and  one  small  one.  It  is  estimated  that  their 
added  business  is  ■  3?,500  to  ';;;J40,0Q0  for  the  season. 

The  proprietor  of  a  retail  store  frankly  and  enthusiastically  said, 
",/e  love  the  summer  people,"  Ke  pointed  o^t  that  in  the  summer  he  normally 
would  expect  a  ten  per  cent  drop  in  the  volume  of  his  business.  Instead, 
for  the  last  five  years,  he  has  enjoyed  a  twenty  per  cent  increase,  making 
a  net  increase  due  to  the  summer  trade  of  thirty  per  cent. 

Four  super  markets  in  Oakland  are  reported  to  have  an  added 
summer  trade  due  to  vacationists  of  ;?l55j000,  .'/ith  one  unit  not  accounted 
for,  the  total  is  probably  nearer  \'\(^$j^nn.^     Thi'^  fif^'.rp  fov  food  checks 
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well  with  estimates  for  expenditures  for  food  at  Deep  Creek  and  other 
vacation  spots. 

Other  types  of  Oakland  stores  that  enjoy  heavy  trade  from  the 
su:mner  people  are  photography,  music  and  sporting  goods  stores.  In  the 
fishing  season 5  $0%   and  in  the  hunting  season,  905S  of  Oakland  sports  goods 
sales  are  to  non-residents. 

Oakland  restaurants  generally  enjoy  a  good  patronage  from  the 
vacationists;  the  ratios  vary  from  five  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total 
business.  One  proprietor  pointed  out  that  v.-hile  his  percentage  of  trade 
with  the  summer  people  was  not  high  in  terras  of  numbers  of  patrons,  the 
summer  person  spent  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  the  local  resident  at  the 
restaurant. 

Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  parents  of  campers  at  the  Hansen 
camps  near  Oakland  visit  their  children  at  least  once  during  the  camp 
season.  Quite  often  other  members  of  the  family  join  them.  These  family 
groups  are  estimated  as  spending  an  average  of  fifty  dollars  for  lodging, 
food  and  other  items  during  their  vreek-end  visit  to  their  children. 

The  estL-aated  additional  business  for  a  drive-in  theatre  from 
vacationists  is  :i?6,000  per  season. 
Emplo^/ment 

There  is  an  estimated  total  of  105  additional  personnel  in 
Garrett  County  during  the  four  vacation  months.  These  additional  persons 
are  hired  principally  by  restaurants  and  inns.  In  Oakland,  even  though 
many  establishments  enjoy  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent  Increased  business 
in  summer,  practically  no  additional  help  is  required  except  cashiers.  The 
estimated  income  added  by  summer  employment  is  ij;50,700  for  a  three  months 
period.  This  includes  cooks,  waitresses,  waiters,  camp  personnel, 
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carpenters  and  those  in  other  trades,  forestry,  fruit  and  roadside  vendors 
and  others. 

In  Allegany  County,  the  types  of  extra  personnel  hired  during  the 
summer  are  generally  similar  to  those  in  Garrett  County,  but  the  employment 
is  considered  to  be  principally  along  Route  uO  and  to  be  required  for  at 
least  an  additional  month  over  that  of  Garrett  County.  The  number  of 
employees  are  estimated  to  be  117,  bar  tenders  being  about  the  only  important 
group  not  in  the  Garrett  County  list.  The  estimated  additional  wages  and 
salaries  paid  total  $100,000. 
Added  Business  in  Allegany  County 

The  added  b\isiness  in  Allegany  County  is  principally  vdth  tourists, 
hunters  and  fishermen  rather  than  vacationists.  Roadside  business  is 
estimated  as  bringing  an  income  of  approximately  ;li;uOC,000  in  a  four  month's 
period.  This  is  broken  doi-vn  into  $120,000  for  lodging,  $l50,000  for  meals, 
$100,000  for  gasoline,  oil  and  auto  supplies,  and  ^'53 0,000  for  souvenirs. 
It  is  estimated  that  a  total  of  12,000,000  is  spent  in  the  two  counties  by 
vacationists,  A  summary  of  these  expenditures  is  shown  in  the  follOTfing 
table , 
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TABLE  10 

SmniARY  OF  ESTIJATED  SEASONAL  EXPENDITURES 

Deep  Creek  $   961,^77 

Campers  85,000 

Camp  visitors  6,^00 

Cabin  occupants  in  State  Forests  20,000 

Oakland  and  Mountain  Lake  Park,  lodging  and  food  66,600 

Grantsville,  lodging  and  food  29,000 

Hunting  and  fishing  licenses  53,756 

Hunters  and  fishermen,  expenditures  106,000 

Theatres,  Garrett  County  10,000 

For  lodging,  food,  gasoline,  gifts  on  Route  ii0  &  Route  50  200,000 

Day  lise  visitors,  for  gas,  oil,  food,  cigars,  cigaretts,  etc*  55,000 

Bathing  equipment  6,000 

Allegany  County,  tourists  trade  at  hotels,  cabins,  motels, 
princiDallv  on  Route  IiO  during  the  summer: 

^Lodging  120,000 

Meals  150,000 

Gasoline  and  oil  100,000 

Souvenirs  30,000 

Total  Estimated  Seasonal  Expenditiires  $   1,999,U33 
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CHAPTER  V 
BASIC  PROBLEMS  OF  PLAI^IING  AW   CONSERVATION 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  attractions  of  VJestern  Maryland  are 
already  paying  off  financially.  There  is  every  prospect  that  the  patronage 
of  the  area  and  the  income  probably  mil  increase  at  an  accelerated  rate  if 
the  assets  of  the  region  are  protected  and  their  development  guided.  In  the 
interest  of  all,  minimum  regulations  and  controls  must  be  exercised.  It 
would  be  futile  to  advertise  and  promote  ITestern  Liaryland  if,  at  the  same 
tine,  blight  of  different  kinds  is  allov/ed  to  spread  and  ruin  the  region's 
prospects.  In  this  connection,  several  serious  problems  must  be  faced. 

Problems  of  Control  and  Conservation 
Absence  of  Comprehensive  Planning  and  Zoning 

There  is  no  master  plan  nor  is  there  any  zoning  ordinance  under 
which  protection  is  given  to  the  present  property  ovmers  and  to  land  values 
on  Deep  Greek  Lake  or  else^ihere  in  Garrett  County,  This  is  most  serious  in 
relation  to  the  future  of  Deep  Creek  Lake.  At  the  present  critical  stage 
in  the  lake's  development,  its  future  traditions  and  tone  are  being  fixed. 
If  high  standards  are  set,  the  Lake  will  retain  its  attractiveness  and  will 
become  one  of  the  outstanding  developments  of  the  country.  If  shoddy 
developments  are  permitted,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  what  will  become  of  the 
present  lot  values  of  ten  to  twenty  dollars  a  front  foot, 

A  garage  can  be  built  immediately  next  to  a  $20,000  residence  or 
an  industry  can  start  up  anywhere  with  nothing  to  prevent  it  except  a  few 
rare  deed  restrictions  or  public  opinion.  Business  is  tending  to  string  out 
along  Route  219,  although  this  is  uneconomic  from  a  business  vievirpoint  and 
injures  residential  values. 
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CONTRASTS 

Above:   a  part  of  Garrett  County  Vacationland  despoiled  and 
scarred  by  strip  mining. 

Below:    unspoiled  meadow  and  woodland  near  Deep  Creek 
Lake-Little  Snaggy  Mountain  Area. 
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At  least  two- thirds  and  possibly  five-sixths  of  the  Lake  frontage 
around  Deep  Creek  Lake  is  undeveloped.  It  is  none  too  early  to  plan  and 
zone  the  Lalce,  not  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  business  or  freezing  out 
the  man  v/ho  can  build  only  a  modest  home,  but  rather  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  that  all  uses  aroijnd  the  Lake  are  in  the  right  places. 

Another  very  serious  threat  to  the  future  of  Western  Maryland  as 
vacation  land,  is  strip  mining  as  practiced  at  present.  One  needs  only  to 
look  at  the  photograph  accompanying  this  section  of  the  report  to  see  the 
effects.  Great  moiontains  of  sterile  rock  and  earth  and  huge,  dangerous, 
sometimes  v;ater-filled  cavities  result  from  this  acti-'/ity  if  uncontrolled. 
The  example  shov.Ti  in  the  photograph  is  located  on  Amish  Road.  There  is 
another  on  Route  UO  on  IJeadow  Mountain,  Other  examples  are  on  either  side 
of  Route  3I4.P  leaving  Table  Rock  for  Kempton.  There  are  many  others. 

It  is  a  shock  to  leam  hovf  much  of  the  State  forest  and  recreation 
land  is  underlaid  by  privately  oifmed  minerals.  The  appendix  shows  some  of 
the  statistics  on  this  ownership.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  q-jarrying, 
stripping  and  othervase  mining  these  minerals  if  the  oiivners  so  elect.  This 
problem  partially  can  be  solved  by  the  State's  speedily  buying  up  the  rights 
in  areas  vfhere  the  minerals  are  valuable. 

The  great  Potomac  River,  for  long  stretches  in  Vj'estern  Marj'-land, 
is  wholly  -iTithout  fish  life.  Nothing  can  live  in  it  due  to  pollution  from 
both  the  city  of  Cumberland  and  the  paper  mills.  The  City  is  novr  said  to 
be  going  foriiTard  Y;ith  its  million  dollar  sewage  treatment  plant. 

The  Youghiogheny  River  ^.;as  once  a  good  trout  stream.  Mine  acid 
Y/astes  put  an  end  to  that.  One  small  mine  recently  has  ruined  the  trout 
fishing  in  Lostland  Run  5ji  the  Potomac  State  Forest,' 

The  powers  of  the  State  \Tater  Pollution  Control  Commission 
are  generally  ample,  but  do  not  extend  to  acid  mine  waters. 
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Billboards  and  mountain  scenery  do  not  belong  together,  yet  there 
are  many  locations  in  scenic  iJ'estern  Uar3'"land  where  billboards  are  getting 
the  upper  hand.  The  point  soon  will  be  reached  when  many  travelers  Yiho  have 
a  reasonably  good  alternative  route  in  Pennsylvania  or  West  Virginia,  will 
avoid  Route  kO,     Highway  disfigurement  is  another  enemy  of  the  growing 
recreation  industry. 

Still  another  enemy  and  not  yet  a  very  serious  one  is  the  rubbish 
dump.  There  is  one  on  the  Youghiogheny  River.  There  is  another  between  New 
Gerraa;:^  and  Grantsville.  This  problem  is  still  simple  and  it  readily  can  be 
controlled* 

Correlation  of  Governmental  Programs 

\iithin  the  two  counties,  government  agencies  at  all  levels  except 
one,  own  areas  and  facilities,  vifhich  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  are  given 
recreational  use.  The  Federal  Government,  through  the  National  Park  Service, 
has  jurisdiction  over  the  abandoned  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  which  follows 
the  Potomac  River  to  the  City  of  Cumberland.  Through  the  U.S.  Corps  of 
Engineers,  the  Government  administers  the  large  lakes  on  the  Youghiogheny  and 
Savage  Rivers.  An  inventory  has  already  been  made  in  this  report  of  the 
numerous  holdings  of  the  State  agencies.  Neither  county  administers  any 
recreational  areas,  but  the  cities  of  Frostburg  and  Cumberland  permit  fishing 
in  their  respective  lake  reservoirs  and  have  facilities  for  picnicking. 
Cumberland  also  has  a  swimming  pool  beloi'/  the  dam  site  of  Lake  Gordon. . 
Further,  Frostburg  owns  St.  John  Rock,  commanding  a  splendid  view  in  Garrett 
County  near  the  Allegany  County  line.  St.  John  Rock  is  located  very  near 
State  forest  property. 

There  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  the  State  to  be  given 
responsibility  for  maintaining  the  road  and  picnic  facilities  at  St.  John 
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Rock,  even  though  it  is  highly  desirable  that  tourists  and  vacationists,  as 
well  as  citizens  of  Frostburg,  be  admitted  to  it.  If  it  were  the  only- 
location  vd-th  a  magnificent  •'/lew,  there  vrould  be  a  reason  for  the  State's 
being  asked  to  administer  it. 

With  the  acquisition  by  the  Game  and  Inland  Fish  Commission  of 
some  thousands  of  acres  on  the  east  slope  of  Dans  Mountain,  most  of  them 
to  be  devoted  to  hunting,  and  the  designation  of  other  large  areas  in  both 
coTonties  as  public  hunting  areas  in  part,  there  are  now  two  State  agencies 
that  administer  thousands  of  acres  of  State  property  given  in  part  to 
hunting.  In  addition,  the  Forest  and  Park  Department  develops  recreation 
activities  and  practices  forestry  in  its  areas,  while  the  Game  and  Inland 
Fish  Department  propagates  game  and  develops  refuges.  The  fact  that  there 
is  one  large  area,  Moimt  Kebo,  which  is  administered  jointly  by  the  two 
agencies,  raises  the  question  of  the  gain  in  having  two  agencies  with  large 
holdings  of  forest  land.  Unless  in  the  b\ilk  of  these  lands  distinctive 
practices,  possibly  experimental,  are  to  be  followed  which  are  peculiar  to 
the  viewpoints  and  the  resources  of  the  respective  agencies,  it  would  seem 
\innecessary  to  have  two  large  land  holding  departments . 

The  Federal  Government  has  invited  the  State  Department  of  Forests 
and  Parks  to  develop  swimming,  other  water  sports  and  picnicking  on  Mill  Run 
at  its  confluence  irfith  the  Youghiogheny  Reservoir.  Such  a  development 
certainly  is  logical  in  this  part  of  the  County,  although  it  may  be  over-, 
shadowed  as  to  size  by  nearby  developments  in  Pennsylvania,  The  difficulty, 
with  respect  to  swimming  and  boating,  is  the  enormous  fluctuation  in  the 
water  level  during  the  summer  season.  This  precludes  the  development  of 
water  sports,  but  a  very  desirable  picnic  center  vfith  excellent  scenic  -views 
of  the  reservoir  and  valley  could  be  achieved. 
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Apparently  the  development  of  a  swimming  area  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Savage  River  Reservoir  near  Big  Run  is  more  feasible.  However,  it 
should  await  the  further  development  of  Nevj  Germany,  v;hich  is  an  estab- 
lished center,  and  the  solution  to  the  roadway  problem  around  Savage  Lake, 
The  U.S.  Army's  interest  in  the  Savage  Reservoir  as  far  as  jurisdiction  is 
concerned,  is  limited  to  about  ten  acres  around  the  dam. 

The  Federal  proposal  for  a  partoray  f ollovfing  the  course  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  is  a  tremendous  project  which  will  cost  millions 
of  dollars.   Such  a  parkvray  would  be  very  beautiful,  would  provide  scenic 
access  to  Western  Maryland  for  the  residents  of  eastern  urban  communities, 
and  would  help  sustain  interest  in  the  romantic  history  of  the  Canal,  On 
the  other  hand,  it  would  be  expensive  and  the  route  it  would  provide  would 
not  hy   any  means  shorten  the  time  or  distance  for  the  automobilist.  There 
are  questions  as  tc  the  effect  of  the  ent;ianeering  project,  virith  its  drastic 
alteration  of  the  use  of  the  land,  on  the  v/ild  life  of  Allegany  County. 
Alternate  recreational  uses  of  the  Canal  also  deserve  consideration.  The 
project  thus  is  debatable,  if  not  controversial,  and  involves  so  many  con- 
siderations that  it  requires  a  special  study  in  itself,  and  it  is  not 
treated  in  this  report. 
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CHAPTER  VI 
TRENDS  IN  THE  VACATION  AND  TOURIST  BUSINESS 

Vacations  have  now  become  big  business  in  the  United  States. 

According  to  the  U.S.  News  and  World  Report  of  May  6,  194.9,  the  Department 

of  the  Interior  estimated  this  business  as  amounting  to  twelve  billion 

dollars  annually.  This  huge  sum  was  divided  as  follows: 

Transportation  |2, 364.,  000, 000 

Food  1,980,000,000 

Personal  Services  1,128,000,000 

Utilities  960,000,000 
Entertainment      •.    1,128,000,000 

Clothing  2,196,000,000 

Accommodations  2, 244.,  000, 000 

The  reason  for  this  huge  vacation  business  lies  in  the  fact  that 
many  millions  of  workers  now  have  vacations  with  pay,  apart  from  the  business 
and  professional  groups  who  have  long  been  accustomed  to  annual  holidays.  It 
is  a  stable  business  since  short  of  a  great  industrial  catastrophe,  these 
vacations  with  pay  are  going  to  continue. 

Vacation  travel  is  principally  of  two  types.  One  is  that  of  the 
motorist  keeping  on  the  move,  making  one-night  stops  and  covering  consider- 
able ground.  The  other  consists  of  families  settling  down  for  a  week  or  two 
in  a  cabin  in  the  woods  or  by  the  shore,  and  keeping  house  in  natural  sur- 
roundings . 

The  bulk  of  vacation  travel  is  by  automobile.  Most  vacationists  do 
not  spend  large  sums;  many  limit  their  expenses  to  two  weeks  pay  of  $100. 
The  vacation  business  is  very  much  a  family  business.  Most  vacationists  do 
not  travel  across  the  United  States.  They  find  their  vacation  in  their  own 
state,  a  neighboring  state,  or  in  their  own  region. 

It  is  commonly  agreed  throughout  the  country  that  the  trend  is  back 
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to  nature;  to  swimming,  fishing  and  in  some  places,  camping  out  in  tents. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  trend  toward  cultural  activities.  The 
summer  theatre  is  extremely  common  in  the  East.  Some  localities  sponsor 
music  festivals  and  pageants,  such  as  Tanglewood  in  the  Berkshires  with  its 
Boston  Symphony  Concerts  and  the  famous  historical  pageants  at  Williamsburg. 

Examples  of  Expenditures 

In  Wisconsin,  housekeeping  cottages  are  available  at  an  average 
price  of  135.00  per  week;  the  more  elaborate  ones  cost  as  much  as  $50,00. 
The  average  tourist  in  New  York  takes  an  eleven  day  vacation  and  spends 
$80,44-.  In  West  Virginia  he  stays  five  days  and  spends  $31.75.  In  Kentucky, 
the  tourist's  dollar,  it  is  estimated,  is  spent  for:  food,  20.5  cents; 
lodging,  17.3;  auto  servicing,  28.7;  merchandise,  25.0;  and  recreation,  8.5 
cents. -^-i' 

Most  tourists  and  vacationists  patronize  businesses  near  urban 
centers  which  are  already  set  up  to  meet  the  normal  requirements  of  the 
public.  -'  This  is  true  for  Garrett  County  where,  as  we  pointed  out,  the 
vacationists  and  tourists  greatly  augment  the  normal  income  of  most  retail 
business.  On  the  other  hand,  certain  new  enterprises  are  rightly  developed 
near  some  outstanding  attraction  such  as  Deep  Creek  Lake  or  the  TVA  Projects 
in  Tennessee.  When  a  cave  with  a  commercial  drawing  power  has  been  opened, 
or  a  road  has  been  built  to  scenic  attractions  such  as  Swallow  Falls,  addi- 
tional service  facilities  are  in  order. 

Serving  the  bulk  of  the  vacationists  and  tourists  are  the  enter- 
prises with  very  moderate  charges,  but  there  are  also  the  private  cottages, 
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medium  priced  lodges  and  inns,  and  the  expensive  resorts  offering  diversified 
activities  iphich,  though  not  numerous,  are  important  in  any  significant 
vacation  region.  The  patrons  of  such  places  are  not  so  numerous  but  they 
have  more  money  to  spend. 

Vermont ' 3  Experience 

The  State  of  Vermont,  which  is  mountainous  and  has,  for  the  most 
part,  a  climate  similar  to  Western  Maryland,  has  been  in  the  vacation  busi- 
ness for  some  time  and  has  been  able  to  gather  information  from  its  patrons 
■which  is  of  interest  in  this  report.  The  Vermont  Development  Commission 
obtained  illuminating  data  on  the  habits  and  expenditures  of  its  1949  vaca- 
tionists through  a  questionnaire  mailed  out  in  November  of  that  year.  To 
the  question  of  what  type  of  accommodation  was  used,  nearly  3A/^  answered 
cabins;  21%   hotels;  23%   tourist  homes;  and  nearly  8^  rented  camps. 

Nearly  one-half  came  in  July  and  August.  The  average  party  was 
2.9  persons,  (in  1950,  3.06).  The  average  stay  was  6.S  days. 

The  expenditure  of  the  average  party  was  $127.39.  This  covered 
lodgings,  meals,  auto  supplies,  clothing,  drugs  and  sundries,  groceries, 
recreation  and  farm  products. 

The  major  factor  influencing  the  parties  to  come  to  Vermont  was  the 
Vermont  scenery,  UU%',  Vermont  publicity,  %',  interest  in  buying  property,  2$; 
and  other  reasons,  36^5 . 

The  main  activities  of  the  respofidents  were  listed  as:  sightseeing 
and  touring,  25.U%°,   resting,  9.1%;  swimming,  8.4%;  fishing,  6.6%;  hiking, 
4..2/0;  boating,  3.1%;  and  others,  17,8%.  The  editors  of  the  report  state, 
"It  is  evident  that  many  of  Vermont's  visitors  are  not  looking  for  organized 
entertainment  but  are  content  to  enjoy  the  many  natural  beauties  of  the  State 
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at  their  leisure," 

Visitors  to  Vermont  were  principally  from  nearby  states:  23.6^ 
came  from  Massachusetts;  2^.%  from  New  York;  U..2^  from  New  Jersey;  9.1^ 
from  Connecticut;  and  5.9^  came  from  Ohio. 

Representative  State  Areas  and  Facilities 

The  purpose  of  this  section  is  to  present  statistics  concerning 
state  park  and  recreation  areas  in  general  and  to  illustrate  the  more  impor- 
tant phases  of  such  development  in  particular  states. 
Number  and  Acreage  of  Areas 

From  a  study  made  in  194-6  by  the  National  Park  Service,  it  was 
learned  that  there  were  3,34-6  state  park  and  forest  areas  of  various  types 
in  the  United  States.  The  total  acreage  was  7,743,4-54.  of  which  381,506  acres 
were  in  water  and  188,015  acres  were  intensively  used.  The  parks  comprised 
1,218  areas  totalling  approximately  four-sevenths  of  the  total  acreage.  The 
average  size  of  the  parks  was  3,800  acres.  The  average  size  of  intensively 
used  areas  was  only  140  acres. 
Facilities 

The  trend  in  the  development  of  the  state  parks  and  forests  is 
toward  a  diversification  of  both  lodging  accommodations  and  use  centers  and 
facilities  for  recreational  activity.  Most  of  the  states  now  provide  camp 
sites  for  family  tent  camping,  housekeeping  cabins  and  lodges  or  inns.  The 
latter  vary  in  numbers  among  the  various  states  and  are  not  universal  in  all 
the  state  parks.  Lakes  for  swimming,  boating  and  fishing,  picnic  centers  for 
both  large  and  small  groups,  trails  for  horseback  riding  and  hiking,  roads 
for  motoring  and  facilities  for  sports  of  the  informal  type,  including 
archery,  badminton,  volleyball,  horse-shoes,  croquet  and  softball  or  baseball 
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are  typical  of  the  state  parks  and  recreational  areas.  Some  parks  have 
swimming  pools  rather  than  lakes  and  many  have  recreation  halls  for  indoor 
games  and  dancing.  Many  have  trails  marked  for  nature  interests  and  nature 
museums. 

It  is  a  general  characteristic  of  state  parks,  as  distinguished 
from  other  types  of  state  areas,  that  they  include  superior  scenic  attrac- 
tions and  unusually  good  recreation  facilities,  or  both. 

Cacapon  State  Park  in  West  Virginia  may  be  cited  as  a  nearby  exam- 
ple of  a  state  park  illustrating  general  trends.  This  park  comprises  some 
5,000  acres  of  which  1,000  are  extensively  used.  Its  facilities  include 
housekeeping  cabins,  an  inn  providing  lodgings  and  meals,  a  swimming  lake  of 
6-^  acres,  boating,  fishing,  picnicking,  horse-back  riding,  a  children's 
playground,  tennis,  croquet,  badminton,  archery,  horse-shoes,  shuffleboard, 
volleyball,  horseback  and  scenic  trails,  and  scenic  views. 
Personnel 

The  organization  of  the  State  for  serving  its  citizens  and  out-of- 
State  visitors  in  its  parks  and  other  areas  is  of  basic  importance.  Many 
states  have  found  it  advisable  to  set  up  special  park  bureaus  within  depart- 
ments and  others  have  established  separate  departments  to  develop  and  admin- 
ister parks.  Personnel  especially  trained  for  park  administrative  work,  for 
nature  education  and  public  relations  have  been  employed. 

Among  other  states.  North  Carolina,  West  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
have  divisions  of  state  parks  in  departments  that  also  include  separate 
divisions  of  forestry.  These  states  report  two  to  four  year-round  profession- 
al park  workers,  seven  to  nine  year-round  employees  at  headquarters,  18  to 
51  year-round  field  workers  and  26  to  178  seasonal  field  workers.  At  Cacapon 
State  Park,  the  personnel  during  the  summer  season  numbers  three  staff  members 
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seven  kitchen  workers  and  fourteen  maintenance  employees;  in  winter,  the 
three  staff  woi-kers  and  four  laborers  are  employed. 
Operating  Costs  and  Income 

State  recreation  areas  are  not  expected  to  be  profit  making  enter- 
prises. However,  many  well  developed  and  popular  parks  have  units  that  are 
more  than  self -maintaining  and  which  help  support  important  activities  which 
yield  very  little  income. 

Comparisons  between  two  parks  in  the  same  state  or  in  different 
states  are  very  difficult  because  usually  they  differ  widely  as  to  facilities, 
administrative  and  operating  costs  and  other  factors.  On  the  other  hand 
comparisons  of  income  to  operating  costs  in  terms  of  percentages  are  informa- 
tive. In  194.8j  the  ratio  of  revenues  from 'operations  to  operating  and 
maintenance  costs  among  29  state  agencies  reporting,  averaged  35  per  cent. 
Several  of  Maryland's  neighboring  states  did  far  better  than  this.  West 
Virginia's  ratio  was  4-9  per  cent, Virginia's,  80  per  centand  Tennessee's,  50 
per  cent.  North  Carolina  fell  below  the  national  average,  having  25  per  cent. 

In  194-8,  Maryland's  ratio  of  revenues  from  operations  to  total 
operating  costs  was  only  8.4.  per  cent,  but  by  1950,  it  had  risen  to  24-. 4-  per 
cent.  Compared  with  most  states,  Maryland  has  spent  little  on  its  State 
recreation  areas.  Other  states  have  spent  more  but  they  have  learned  how  to 
get  back  a  very  substantial  proportion  of  the  outlay  through  their  policies 
and  practices  in  regard  to  income  producing  facilities. 
Attendance 

So  numerous  are  state  recreation  areas  and  so  widespread  is  the 
use  of  the  automobile  and  other  motor  transportation  that  the  great  majority 
of  park  patrons  are  day  visitors.  However  of  105,000,000  attendances  in  194.8, 
5,000,000  or  nearly  4-. 8  per  cent  were  for  overnight  in  housekeeping  cabins, 
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tents  or  lodges.  In  North  Carolina,  the  42,000  overnight  visitors  comprised 
6  per  centof  the  total  attendance,  in  Tennessee,  80,000  or  10  per  cent  of  the 
total  attendance  spent  the  night,  and  in  West  Virginia  the  4.9,000  overnight 
visitors  comprised  4.. 5  per  centof  total  visits.  In  Allegheny  State  Park  in 
New  York,  to  cite  an  individual  park,  the  percentage  was  13  per  cent  of  the 
total. 

Maryland's  9,14-1  overnight  visits  in  194-3  were  2.2  per  cent  of  the 
total  attendance.  The  number  of  overnight  visits  was  three  times  as  great 
in  1950  and  then  represented  3-4-  per  cent  of  the  total.  Only  four  of 
Maryland's  fifteen  areas  have  housekeeping  cabins  and  some  of  these  are  not 
fully  equipped.  There  are  no  lodges  and  tenting  is  not  as  yet  popular  which 
accounts  for  the  low  percentage  for  the  system  as  a  whole.  On  the  other 
hand,  at  New  Germany  and  Herrington  Manor  the  most  highly  developed  of  the 
State's  areas  which  have  fully  equipped  cabins,  the  respective  percentages 
in  1950  were  12  and  9.5.  The  -State  can  expand  its  overnight  accommodations 
extensively  and  still  not  exceed  national  averages  which  are  themselves 
relatively  low. 
Fees  and  Charges 

A  few  state  park  systems  charge  for  admission  to  the  parks  them- 
selves. Kany  more  charge  for  parking  cars.  Other  charges  are  for  the  use  of 
bathhouses,  fuel  for  picnicking,  horseback  riding,  cabins,  tent  sites,  lodges, 
boats  and  the  use  of  equipment  for  sports.  Prevailing  charges  for  selected 
items  in  several  neighboring  states  are  as  follows: 

Housekeeping  cabins:  North  Carolina,  four  persons  or 
less  $28     per  week  plus  |7  for  each  additional  person; 
Tennessee,  four  persons  $4-0,  6  persons,  $60,  8  persons, 
$80;  Virginia,  2  persons,  $24-,  3  persons,  $36,  4-  per- 
sons, $4-8  and  $12  for  each  additional  person;  West 
Virginia,  2  persons,  $34-. 50,  3  persons,  $4.6.25,  4-  persons, 
$54-. 50  and  6  persons,  $72.50. 
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Bathhouse:  The  above  states  charge  25  to  40  cents  for 
adults  and  14.  to  25  cents  for  children. 

Parking:  25  to  50  cents  for  passenger  cars;  $2  for 
buses  or  trucks. 

Boat  rentals:  In  the  above  states  the  charges  run 

25  to  50  cents  an  hour  for  row-boats j  $1    to  $1.50  per 

day  for  row-boats,  canoes,  50  cents  per  hour. 

Lodges:  From  $2  to  $2.75,  single;  H    to  I4..50, 
double.  On  the  American  plan,  without  bath  $3  and 
$3.50  single  and  $5     and  $5.50  double.  With  private 
bath,  $4,. 50  single  and  $6.50  double. 

Camp  grounds:  25  cents  to  $1  per  day  for  a  camp  site; 
tent  rental,  $1  to  $1.50  per  day. 

Horseback  riding:  $1.50  per  hour. 

Maryland,  for  the  1952  season,  has  raised  its  rates  for  housekeep- 
ing cabins  but  even  so  they  remain  well  below  the  rates  of  neighboring 
states.  Maryland's  new  rate  of  $30  per  week  for  a  two  person  cabin  is  $6 
greater  than  that  of  Virginia  but  $4.50  less  than  that  of  West  Virginia, 
The  new  $40  a  week  rate  for  a  four  person  cabin  is  the  same  as  Tennessee's 
but  $8  less  than  Virginia's,  and  $14.50  less  than  West  Virginia's,  while  the 
new  rate  for  a  six  person  cabin,  $50  is  $10  less  than  Tennessee's,  $22 
less  than  Virginia's  and  West  Virginia's.  Maryland's  charge  of  50  cents  a 
night  for  a  tent  site  is  more  within  the  range  of  the  charges  of  nearby 
states . 

Cacapon  State  Park.  West  Virginia 

A  few  facts  about  Cacapon  State  Park,  West  Virginia,  will  serve  to 
tie  together  some  of  the  trends  in  state  park  operation. 

The  park  is  located  on  West  Virginia  State  Highway  512.  Its  recrea- 
tion hall  is  located  above  the  bathhouse.  There  is  a  souvenir  concession  at 
one  end  of  the  hall.  The  lake  is  available  for  day  use  for  a  fee,  but  is 
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free  to  occupants  of  the  lodge  or  cabins.  The  inn  (lodge)  has  a  dining  hall 
with  a  capacity  of  72  persons  and  lodgings  of  ten  rooms.  The  inn  has  a 
second  story  veranda  commanding  a  fine  view  of  lawns  and  of  the  mountains. 
There  is  an  outdoor  dining  terrace.  The  game  court  area  includes  four  tennis 
and  one  badminton  and  one  shuffleboard  court.  The  parking  area  has  a  capa- 
city of  380  cars.  The  picnic  center  will  accommodate  500  persons. 

The  charge  for  swimming  for  day  patrons  is  4-0  cents  for  adults  and 
25  cents  for  children. 

No  person  is  permitted  to  stay  at  the  inn  more  than  three  days  or 
In  the  cabins  more  than  one  week  in  July  and  August. 

The  park  attendance  in  1950  was  92,000  persons,  an  estimated  85^ 
of  them  under  50.  The  superintendent  reports  that  90%  of  the  visitors  are 
from  outsic^  West  Virginia  antl  that  they  include  great  numbers  from  Baltimore 
and  Washington. 

The  park  makes  a  profit  on  the  inn  and  cabins;  it  breaks  even  on 
swimming.  The  riding  program  is  a  co-cperative  enterprise;  the  park  provides 
the  stable  and  makes  special  prices  to  the  riding  personnel  for  lodging  and 
meals.  The  concessionaire  provides  the  horses  and  operates  the  service. 

Trends  in  Private  Lodging  and  Dining  Places 
The  prevailing  type  of  vacationist  and  tourist  has  already  been 
identified  in  this  report.  He  and  his  family  are  not  found  in  the  large  old- 
fashioned  resort  hotels,  some  of  them  with  their  own  golf  courses,  tennis 
courts  and  swimming  pools.  Nor  is  he  to  be  found  in  the  lesser  kinds  of 
resort  hotels  ndiich  themselves  have  limited  facilities  of  this  kind,  but  can 
advertise  their  accessibility  in  the  resort  areas  where  the  hotel  is  located. 
In  the  spring  and  summer,  the  above  types  of  hotel  are  often  very  heavily 
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advertised  in  the  metropolitan  press. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  small  hotels  in  good  locations,  often 
having  a  combination  of  a  general  lodge  or  inn  with  dining  service  and 
recreation  room  and  a  group  of  cottages.  These  are  commonly  available  to 
individual  guests  at  $3 5. 00 -$4-0. 00  a  week  and  up  on  the  American  plan. 

Tilhile  a  good  many  of  the  various  types  of  hotels  survive,  we  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  a  wave  of  motel  building  along  the  highways.  For  the 
motoring  public  bent  on  moving  along  rapidly,  the  modern  motel  is  the  ulti- 
mate in  convenience.  The  larger  motels  with  eighteen  units  or  more  usually 
have  coffee  shops.  The  better  motels  make  the  most  of  scenic  settings  while 
some  have  picnic  centers,  play  apparatus  for  children  and  even  shuffle-board 
courts.  The  motel  is  most  common  in  the  South  and  West. 

Cabins  and  tourist  homes  continue  where  the  competition  from  the 
motels  and  tourist  courts  is  not  too  great.  The  prices  at  a  tourist  home 
run  from  a  third  to  one -half  those  of  a  motel. 

Housekeeping  cabins  are  to  be  seen  along  some  highways,  usually 
crowded  close  together  and  with  the  noisy  traffic  immediately  at  hand  or 
within  view. 

The  vacationing  public  takes  its  food  very  seriously  and  will  beat 
a  path  to  good  places  with  or  without  the  Duncan  Hines  imprimatur.  Nowadays 
you  can  get  good  dinners  tastily  prepared  and  well  served  in  many  vacation 
sections  for  prices  ranging  from  |1.25-$2.50.  A  dining  room  commanding  an 
attractive  view  over  water  or  the  mountains  is  a  drawing  card  with  the  vaca- 
tionist and  terracfe  dining  rooms  are  becoming  increasingly  popular. 

Public  Responsibility  in  Recreation  Services 

In  general,  the  state  governments  undertake  to  provide  the  people 
with  access  to  some  of  the  outstanding  scenic  and  historic  areas,  provide 
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minimum  facilities  for  their  comfort  and  enjoyment,  build  good  road  systems 
in  the  vacation  areas  and  share  in  advertising  the  attractions.  It  is  common 
to  see  impressive  advertisements  in  the  metropolitan  press  paid  for  by  such 
states  £s  Vermont,  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Florida.  The  state  govern- 
ments play  a  vei^'-  important  role  in  bringing  thousands  of  persons  into  the 
vacation  regions  where  at  modest  expense,  they  become  acquainted  with  and  are 
often  captivated  by  the  attractions.  The  great  day  use  areas  of  the  state 
parks  and  forests  are  especially  valuable  in  this  way,  besides  providing  in 
themselves  continucusly  popular  centers  for  the  public  living  nearby. 

The  states  also  have  risen  to  their  responsibility  for  providing 
the  kind  of  accommodations  which  can  be  paid  for  by  that  very  large  percent- 
age of  the  American  people  who  cannot  spend  much  money  on  a  vacation.  With- 
out loss,  the  states  are  able  to  provide  cabins  for  rentals  less  than  private 
enterprises  would  consider  worthwhile.  The  states  also  provide  tent  sites 
so  that  families  may  have  the  privilege  of  an  inexpensive  vacation. 

The  states  vary  in  the  extent  of  their  services  and  facilities.  A 
few  leave  the  provision  of  accommodations  almost  wholly  to  private  interests. 
The  majority  provide  cabins,  and  a  number  have  built  inns  operated  directly 
by  the  state  or  by  concessionaires,  in  which  case  the  state  takes  a  percent- 
age of  the  gross  profits.  West  Virginia  has  cabins  in  six  parks  and  four 
forests  and  operates  two  inns,  Tennessee,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  to  cite  nearby  states,  also  operate  one  or 
more  inns  or  lodges. 

In  some  fields,  the  states  have  set  standards  for  all.  An  example 
is  Jones  Beach,  a  project  of  the  Long  Island  State  Commission.  This  beach 
is  unexcelled  in  the  United  States.  The  states  have  also  set  standards  in 
the  administration  of  programs,  for  example,  nature  appreciation  handled  by 


:-i 


•  •\ i'f.  ■' 


'  '' ,  '.f  ^'."C' 


.'O 


■•I    •■■■ 


■A  lK.!>i-v-r. 


'■,■•.-  *:  r  ^-      nr 


.L'       -i 


■isv  :vt^:' 


;rp^jC      <1«      4V|^      ^*^,<t''^^   '* 


'-•  :^  I  f  I .      -'..•"  -•;  -V     -^  !■•  r  -  •■.  *■,  .V 


■,.»'■-.)«»       »-■•!■.•..( 


'r    'I  "";"•,     ■   '  • 


^\  (*  1  ■  ^  J.- 


.t  x^'i: 


O-' 


■ji,;  -.'    A- 


■-iM^^r 


.  -.'  A 


'  *     '^  ■( ,  •  .-.  ("    f  •rt■■-■ 


IS.-        V.        *'J  ^.rt 


^    •■- :    Or:vt  i.  f^"'?;: 


^■/  :xi^:.i^2:r't:^." 


110 


college  trained  guides  and  through  the  provision  of  trailside  museums. 

It  is  widely  recognized  that  the   development  of  state  parks  and 
recreation  areas  has  stimulated  vacationing  and  touring  for  millions  of 
persons,  which  in  turn  leads  to  the  enormous  expenditures  made  by  vacation- 
ists for  all  the   commodities,  equipment  and  transportation  they  consume. 
Private  enterprise,   on  the   other  hand,  has  laid  out  large  sums  for  advertis- 
ing publications  and  the  expenditures  necessary  to  serve  the  public. 

Economic  Importance  of  the  Vacation  Business  Among  the  States 
The  State  of  Vermont  which  has  done  as  much  as  any  of  the  states 
to  study  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  vacation  business  within  its  bounda- 
ries, provides  an  example  of  the  economic   importance  of  the   industry.     Its 
Development  Commission  reported  an  estimated  expenditure  by  vacationists 
of  $75,000,000  in  19/^9,   seventeen  per  cent  of  the  State's  estimated  income. 
Two  million  persons  visited  the  State  for  recreation  purposes.     The  figures 
include  winter  sports,  but  they  amounted  to  only  one-tenth  of  the  total. 
These  results  have  been  achieved  even  though  Vermont  is  in  immediate  competi- 
tion with  such  great  vacation  states  as  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maine,  all  of  which  are  and  have  equal  attractions.     One  caji 
imagine  how  staggering  if  not  ruinous,  the  financial  blow  v;ould  be  to  the 
Kew  England  states  should  their  vacation  and  tourist  business  suddenly  be 
brought  to  an  end. 
Benefits  of  the  Vacation  Industry  to  Business 

Verjaont's  Development  Commission  report  for  19^9-50  points  out  that 
"the  vacation  dollar  is  of  benefit  not  to  a  few  people   in  the  State,  but 
rather  that  no  section  fails  to  profit,...     The  revenue  goes  into  varied 
channels  in  addition  to  the  hotel,  restaurant,  tourist  home,  overnight  cabin 
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and  housekeeping  cottage  business.     It  provides  summer  employment  for  our 
young  people;  gives  jobs  to  many  local  people  in  related  businesses;   is  of 
value  to  many  retail  and  wholesale  trades;  provides  markets  for  farm  produce; 
increases  gasoline  tax  receipts  and  in  innumerable  ways  is  favorable  to 
Vermont's  economy." 

In  194-7,   the  ratio  of  wages  and  salaries  to  the  total  State  income 
in  Vermont  was  56%.     If  a  percentage  of  but  4-0^  is  applied  to  the  vacation 
business,    it  means  that  business  in  Vermont  channeled  $30,000,000  into  the 
pockets  of  the  wage  earners  of  the  State  in  wages  and  salaries.     Of  every 
dollar  for  hotel  operation,   one   of  the  big  elements  in  Vermont's  vacation 
business,   4-3.5  cents  gees  to  local  payrolls.     The  rest  of  their  hotel  dollar 
is  distributed  as  follows:     five  cents  to  dairy  products,   seven  cents  to 
poultry'  and  eggs,   five  cents  for  vegetables,   fifteen  cents  to  local  services 
and  taxes  and  24-. 5  cents  to  non-local  food. 

These  statistics  on  the  percentage  of  the  income  that  goes  to  local 
enterprises  and  employees  are  part  of  the  measure  of  the  economic  value  of 
the  vacation  business,   not  only  in  Vermont,  but  in  other  states,   although  the 
percentages  vary. 
Real  Estate  Sales 

Another  illustration  of  the  impact  of  the  vacation  business  on  the 
economy  of  a  state  comes  from  Vermont  in  the  effect  on  real  estate  sales  to 
out-of-state  customers.     These  sales  rose  from  f.4.00,000  in  1931  to  $3,4-00,000 
in  1946. 
The  oaturn  from  One  Sport 

The  effect  of  one  sport  in  one  locality  provides  a  further  illustra- 
tion.    In  194-7  skiers  left  one  million  dollars  in  Stowe,  Vermont.     There  were 
100,000  visitors  who  spent  $200,000  at  ski  facilities  and  $250,000  for  housing 
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Youghiogheny  River 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 


Swallows'  Nesting  Rock 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 


Muddy  Creek  Falls 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 
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at  89  lodging  places.  This  business  amounted  to  only  $80,000  ten  years 
before  in  1937.  Everybody  in  Stowe  profits  from  the  skiing  business.  One 
bank  reported  50%  more  business,  another  a  trebling  of  business.  For  the 
most  part,  it  was  the  existing  businesses  that  reaped  the  benefits  of  the 
industry.  However,  three  new  service  stations  were  built,  as  well  as  one 
garage,  one  store  and  one  ski  shop.  Ten  new  tourist  homes  were  built. 
The  assessments  in  the  town  rose  IP%.     The  town  debt  decreased  66  and  2/3 
per  cent.  There  vjas  not  much  gain  in  popiLLation,  The  property  values  of 
28  farms  which  v/ere  replaced  for  recreational  uses  increased  107%.  The 
accommodations  which  had  a  capacity  of  330  in  1932,  rose  to  1,64.8  in  19^7, 
The  average  lodging  cost  per  day  was  $2,05,  with  board,  $6.20  or  $41.75 
a  week. 

From  the  experience  of  Vermont  and  other  states,  it  is  clear  that 
local  businessmen  with  foresight  and  readiness  to  meet  changing  situations 
v;ill  be  able  to  absorb  much  of  the  new  business  that  comes  with  recreation 
development.  As  the  volume  of  visitors  grows,  new  and  more  specialized 
businesses  will  be  developed,  for  example,  motels,  apparel  speciality 
shops,  golf  driving  ranges,  dance  pavilions,  refreshment  stands,  automobile 
tours,  and  water  sports.  There  are  now  a  number  of  states  which  count 
their  visitors  in  the  millions  and  their  revenues  in  a  hundred  millions 
or  more  each  year.  The  vacation  business  has  become  a  major  industry  in 
such  states. 
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CHAPTER  VII 

S-U^a^lARY  APPRAISAL  OF  EXISTING 
AREAS,  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 

It  should  be  obvious  from  this  report  that  nature  has  made  Western 
Maryland,  and  particularly  Garrett  County,  most  inviting.  An  inventory  has 
been  presented  showing  the  existing  facilities  and  services  and  the  prac- 
tices and  assets  of  other  states  have  been  sampled.  It  renains  to  appraise 
the  situation  in  a  general  way  and  then  to  make  recommendations  concerning 
ways  and  means  of  stimulating  the  vacation,  tourist  and  general  recreation 
business  in  'te stern  Maryland, 

Roads  and  Parking 

The  extent  of  the  hard  surfaced,  all  winter  roads  in  the  two 
counties  is  shown  on  the  inventory  map,  and.  these  and  other  roads,  particu- 
larly in  relation  to  recreational  areas,  have  been  characterized.  Good 
roads  are  a  large  part  of  the  success  of  vacation  development  in  other 
states.  No  state  can  expect  to  develop  this  business  on  a  large  scale  if 
it  has  poor  roads.  Unfortunately,  this  is  still  the  situation  in  many 
sections  of  "estern  Maryland, 

The  County  road  department  of  Garrett  County  is  hard  at  work 
widening,  relocating  and  hard-surfacing  a  number  of  its  stoned  roads.  It 
completed  a  hard  surfaced  road  from  Oakland  to  Herrington  Manor  in  1950, 
It  is  said  that  in  1951  the  day  use  at  the  Manor  has  been  doubled  because 
of  this  improvement.  By  next  year  the  stretch  of  road  from  Herrington 
Manor  to  Swallow  Falls  will  be  paved.  The  approach  to  S\-fallow  Falls  from 
Deep  Creek  is  inadequate  since  it  is  only  partially  paved. 

Around  Deep  Creek  Lake  itself,  development  is  being  delayed 
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because  of  the  lack  of  roads „ 

Among  the  State  recreation  areas,  the  situation  at  New  Germany  is 
worst  of  all.  People  in  Grant sville  claim  that  the  bad  roads  keep  many- 
people  away  from  New  Germany.  By  1952  there  will  be  a  hard  road  almost  into 
the  area  from  one  direction.  The  program  of  road  building  should  be  speeded, 
so  that  by  next  year  there  would  be  complete  paving,  at  least  from  one 
direction,  into  the  area.  The  County  road  through  the  New  Germany  Recrea- 
tion Area  is  dusty  and  stony.  The  short  road  leading  to  the  ski  lodge  and 
service  buildings  is  extremely  poor. 

The  road  from  Bloomington  to  Big  Run  is  in  bad  shape  from  slides, 
lack  of  guard  rails  and  numerous  holes.  The  roads  to  the  scenic  rocks  and 
fire  tower  sites  are  also  poor.  The  County  roads  within  the  State  forests 
require  better  maintenance  in  the  Potomac  area  which  is  poor  along  Laurel 
Run, 

Any  recreation  area  set  aside  or  developed  by  the  State  for  public 
recreation,  should  have  a  hard  surfaced  access  road  to  it  connecting  with 
at  least  one  State  or  U.S.  highway. 

As  the  map  shows,  the  western  part  of  Allegany  County  is  well 
provided  with  paved  roads.  There  should  be  a  paved  road  in  the  central  part 
of  the  County  connecting  Routes  4.0  and  50.  Ultimately,  there  should  be  a 
hard  surfaced  road  running  all  the  way  through  Green  Ridge  Forest  to  Route 
50. 

The  present  approach  from  Route  40  into  the  Green  Ridge  Recreation 
Area  is  temporary.  When  Route  40  is  relocated  a  paved  road  into  and  through 
the  recreation  area  following  the  present  Green  Ridge  Road  to  the  top  of 
the  ridge  is  indicated. 

Bridges  should  be  constructed  in  lower  Town  Creek  to  replace  the 
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fords . 

Parking  areas  are  inadequate  in  size  in  all  the  State  recreation 
areas  especial3.y  at  Herrington  Manor  and  Swallow  Falls.  They  are  also 
inadequate  around  some  of  the  major  eating  places  on  Deep  Creek  Lake.  Mo 
charges  are  made  for  parking.  There  is  a  lack  of  turnouts  on  Route  219  along 
the  Lake  for  the  purpose  of  scenic  views  and  more  parking  space  will  be 
required  at  the  rocks  and  towers,  when  the  roads  to  them  are  improved. 
Turnouts  fcr  scenic  views  and  picnic  areas  are  greatly  needed  along  the  prin- 
cipal highways  of  Western  Maryland,  as  the  Baltimore  Sun  has  pointed  out. 

Facilities 

The  cabins  at  Herrington  Manor  are  generally  comfortable,  but  are 
too  shaded  and  far  too  few.  The  picnic  areas  are  one-third  their  desirable 
capacity,  as  is  the  parking  space  and  the  length  of  the  beach.  The  equipment 
and  personnel  for  the  operation  of  the  bathhouse  are  lacking  and  there  are 
no  boats  for  the  general  public.  Game  courts  and  a  ball  field  near  the 
beach  are  needed.  There  is  no  float  or  diving  board  and  the  barn  is  little 
used. 

Swallow  Falls  is  deficient  in  its  sanitary  facilities,  parking  and 
picnic  space.  Its  trails  need  improvement.  This  area  has  a  natural  drawing 
power.  The  maintenance  here  and  at  Herrington  Manor  is  good. 

New  Germany  needs  a  little  more  of  everything.  The  lake  is  small; 
there  is  no  bathhouse;  picnic  and  parking  areas  are  too  small;  access  roads 
are  poor;  there  are  no  boats;  and  floats  or  diving  boards  for  visitors  and 
a  new  site  for  tenting  are  required.  The  beach  is  .inadequate  and  there  is 
no  dock.  The  old  store  building  at  the  edge,  of  the  lake  invites  nuisances. 
Until  adjacent  property  is  acquired.  New  Germany  will  be  inadequate. 
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The  Big  Run  area  lacks  swixaming  facilities,  adequately  equipped 
cabins  and  close  supervision. 

Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area  needs  a  large  shelter  building  at 
the  picnic  center,  extension  of  the  beach  and  improvement  to  create  a  large 
sand  area,  improved  diving  facilities,  and  additional  personnel. 

The  Green  Ridge  area  requires,  among  other  facilities,  a  swimming 
area,  modern  pump  for  its  water  supply,  the  removal  of  a  number  of  former 
C.C.C.  buildings  now  used  for  storage  and  a  general  reorganization  of  the 
area  for  day  use  and  group  camping. 

Deep  Creek  Lake,  which  is  almost  wholly  in  private  ownership, 
lacks  public  access.  It  suffers  from  the  absence  of  a  large  day  use  area. 
It  is  threatened  with  certain  problems  due  to  the  absence  of  planning  and 
zoning  which  are  discussed  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  commercial  enterprises  in  Garrett  County 
have  not  adjusted  themselves  to  the  attitudes  and  the  cooperation  necessary 
for  the  best  advancement  of  the  vacation  business,  especially  on  Route  40 
and  around  Deep  Creek  Lake.  There  is  a  need  to  give  these  establishments 
a  modern  appearance,  to  landscape  the  grounds  and  to  give  them  good  mainten- 
ance in  side  and  out.  Again,  with  some  exceptions,  the  food  is  prepared  in 
accordance  with  local  traditions  and  with  not  much  attempt  to  suit  the 
interests  of  the  more  discriminating  travelling  public.  Many  stores  in 
Oakland  need  to  improve  their  appearance,  and  more  closely  study  the  tastes 
and  interests  of  the  vacationing  public.  More  and  modern  roadside  accomoda- 
tions are  needed. 

Administration  and  Personnel  in  State  Recreation  Areas 

The  annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  for  1949- 
1950,  as  it  appears  in  the  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Maryland  Board  of 
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Natural  Resources,  contains  28  pages,  of  which  five  are  given  to  parks  and 
recreation  and  the  remainder  to  forests  and  forestry.  The  Department  has 
125  regularly  paid  employees.  The  four  executives  at  its  headquarters  are 
the  Director,  State  Forester,  Assistant  Director  and  Assistant  Forester.  The 
field  is  organized  by  districts,  with  four  district  foresters  and  fourteen 
assistant  district  foresters.  The  one  field  title  referring  to  recreation 
is  that  of  "Park  Superintendent."  However,  in  Garrett  and  Allegany  counties 
there  are  today  no  parks  as  such,  except  the  Lonaconing  Park,  which  is  now 
being  constructed. 

The  personnel  in  immediate  responsibility  for  the  recreation  areas, 
are  primarily  concerned  with  maintenance.  Most  of  their  attention  is  closely 
focused  on  providing  for  the  comfort  of  the  cabin  occupants  and  the  super- 
vision of  the  picnic  center,  the  beach  and  swimming  activities.  All  deci- 
sions of  importance  pertaining  to  the  recreation  areas  are  made  at  the 
district  or  State  office.  The  personnel  at  the  recreation  units  are  rarely 
expected  to  organize  or  stimulate  any  group  activity  such  as  evening  camp 
fires,  or  folk  dances.  There  is  little  use  of  the  recreation  building  at  New 
Germany  or  the  second  floor  of  the  barn  at  Herrington  Manor  for  social 
activities.  The  Department  has  no  nature  guide  service  although  the  area 
is  fertile  for  such  an  activity. 

Neighboring  states  and  many  others  in  the  country  have  set  up  the 
park  service  under  a  park  division  in  the  combined  park  and  forest  agency. 
Elsewhere,  the  state  parks  are  administered  under  an  entirely  independent 
state  agency.  In  either  case,  the  intent  has  been  to  give  the  park  and 
recreation  program  its  own  specially  trained  personnel  and  budget  so  that  it 
will  be  in  a  position  to  consistently  move  ahead.  This  is  in  line  with  the 
history  of  the  recreation  and  park  service,  wherever  it  has  been  successful 
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Site  of  Proposed  Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 


Deep  Creek  Lake  looking  from 
Site  of  Proposed  Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 
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at  all  government  levels. 

The  fees  charged  by  the  Department  for  its  cabins  which  are  its 
principal  revenue  producing  facilities,  are  too  low.  The  wegkly  charges 
should  be  increased  by  at  least  $5.00.  The  system  of  reservations  for  the 
cabins  deserves  a  careful  review  and  appraisal  to  make  sure  that  it  is  the 
most  reasonable  and  equitable  that  can  be  devised  in  the  interests  of  all 
the  people  of  Maryland. 

Promotion  and  Publicity 
These  important  elements  are  both  relatively  weak.  This  applies 
to  both  the  State  program  and  the  efforts  of  the  business  community.  As  far 
as  publicity  is  concerned,  there  is  some  excuse  for  it,  since  the  region  is 
lacking  in  two  elements  that  are  essentials  sufficient  lodging  capacity  and 
good  roads.  While  the  promotion  of  patronage  in  Maryland  and  neighboring 
states  must,  for  the  time  being,  be  limited  because  of  the  above  ahortcomings, 
the  type  of  promotion  through  which  facilities  are  created,  roads  built  and 
controls  developed,  should  be  vigorously  prosecuted. 


lif^.  iC-r^JZC'i^U-^r  :'.•' 


v--  =  ;-;Id.-" 


•1    ..r^-S;*       J-" 


121 


CH&PTER  VIII 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recreation,  it  has  been  shown,  is  already  worth  at  least  two 
million  dollars  of  income  to  Western  Maryland,  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
vacation  and  tourist  business  can  be  made  Garrett  County's  chief  industry 
and  can  substantially  supplement  manufacture  and  agriculture  in  Allegany 
County.  As  in  every  state  the  project  has  long  range  aspects  but  the  more 
rapidly  it  is  pushed,  the  earlier  are  gains  from  it. 

Roads  and  accommodations  are  the  worst  needs,  A  goal  should  be 
set  of  double  the  present  housing  accommodations  of  1,137  visitors  in 
Garrett  County  within  three  years.  Hard  surfaced  roads  to  and  within  the 
main  travelled  section  of  every  State  park  and  recreation  area  in  the  two 
counties  and  around  much  of  Deep  Creek  Lake  should  be  built  within  three 
years. 

What  Is  The  Market? 

In  thinking  of  the  potential  patronage  of  the  region,  it  would 
be  unwise  to  exclude  any  element  however  modest  its  esqjenditure  Blight  be. 
The  college  boy  on  his  bicycle  or  the  one-day  or  weekend  tourist,  arriving 
by  train  or  bus,  may  spend  only  a  few  dollars.  But  such  persons  may  develop, 
ultimately,  not  only  into  summer  residents  with  their  own  cottages,  but  may 
make  their  permanent  home  in  the  locality  at  retirement,  having  much  pleasure 
and  spending  thousands  of  dollars  in  the  evolution.  But  even  if  the  tourist 
never  returns,  he  becomes  one  more  medium  of  publicity  for  the  region's 
attractions. 

Western  Maryland  and  particularly,  at  the  present  time,  the  Oak- 
land-Deep Creek-Swallow  Falls  triangle,  has  the  basic  elements  to  make  the 
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above  evolution  entirely  feasible.  As  to  the  retired  families,  it  was  with 
them  largely  in  mind  that  the  report  previously  outlined  the  community 
attractions  of  Oakland. 

The  effort  should  be  made  to  multiply  all  existing  groups,  but 
the  immediate  task  is  to  bring  more  people  into  the  area  so  that  they  may 
become  acquainted  v/ith  it.  It  is,  therefore,  the  tourist,  whether  he  comes 
for  a  day,  weekend,  or  three  to  five  days,  who  is  the  most  important  immedi- 
ate customer. 

Map  A  Indicated  the  cities  of  the  region  from  which  the  great 
bulk  of  the  patrons  is  likely  to  coroe.  This  conclusion  is  based  partly  on 
samplings  of  the  present  patronage,  considerations  of  distance,  a  review 
of  the  trends  in  vacation  travel  which  have  been  summarized  in  this  report 
and  consideration  of  the  attractions  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  and  other 
states.  Due  to  the  iinusual  mobility  of  the  American  vacationist,  competing 
vacation  regions  may  coiant  on  patronage  from  their  neighboring  states  with 
perhaps  equally  good  or  better  facilities,  as  well  as  visitors  from  their 
own  state.  The  tourist  wants  change  and  often  the  grass  seems  greener  in 
the  next  state.  On  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  tourists  will  not  motor 
as  much  as  four  or  five  hundred  miles  for  the  family  vacation.  Usually 
they  stay  within  a  350  or  400  mile  radius. 

The  Attractions  That  Shoixld  Be  Exploited 
Here  too,  the  policy  should  be  an  inclusive  one.  None  of  the 
many  natural  attractions  and  the  cany  potential  activities  that  have  been 
exhaustively  siommarized  in  this  report  should  be  neglected  in  the  promotion 
program.  We  are  told  that  most  of  tl-B  people  who  come  to  Deep  Creek  Lake 
wish,  above  all,  to  catch  a  few  fish.  However,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
portray  Deep  Creek  Lake  as  primarily  a  fishing  paradise  and  then  struggle 
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to  try  and  make  good  on  that  claim  rather  than  to  "sell"  the  Lake  on  its 
£ill  around  attractions  which  include  climate,  magnificent  scenery,  sailing, 
motor  boating,  swimming,  beach  parties,  and  fishing. 

With  the  early  swimming  commencing  the  first  of  June,  spring 
trout  fishing,  climatic  conditions  in  June,  September  and  October,  and 
the  coloration  in  the  forest  in  June  and  the  autumn  months,  the  region 
has  especially  good  opportunities  to  attract  motorists  and  other  visitors 
for  the  lengthened  season.  These  visits  can  be  further  stimulated  by 
special  events.  The  historic  attractions,  the  trips  to  high  elevations, 
and  visits  to  "estern  Maryland's  two  "wonders"  should  be  promoted  in 
spring  and  early  fall. 

Big  and  little  events  of  a  special  character  to  draw  people  into 
the  area  can  be  built  aro;ind  the  history  and  outstanding  personalities  of 
the  two  counties  as  well  as  its  products.  Among  the  special  events  that 
appear  feasible  are  the  following:  festivals  at  sugar ing-off  and  maple 
syrup  making  time;  pageants  built  around  activities  of  George  Washington, 
particularly  in  the  Cumberland  area;  a  bucki'/heat  festival,  water  pageants 
and  aquacades  at  Beep  Creek  Lake;  Meshack  Browning-Bunyan  contest  (shooting 
plus  log  rolling);  motor  boat  racing,  sailing  regattas  and  a  variety  of 
events  such  as  dinners,  benefits  and  fairs  of  one  kind  or  another  which 
involve  both  the  simmer  people  and  the  local  residents.  Depending  upon 
the  time  of  year,  these  dinners  can  feature  foods  that  are  characteristic 
of  the  area,  such  as  turkey.  Certainly  breakfast  could  feature  buckwheat 
cakes  and  maple  syrup.  Since  many  of  the  summer  people  come  from  other 
states,  some  of  the  special  Maryland  sea  food  and  other  dishes  may  be 
served  and  they  can  be  featured  in  restaurants  and  hotels  throughout  the 
season.  In  time,  possibly,  a  summer  theatre,  little  theatre  and  band 
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concerts  and  music  festivals  may  be  developed. 

It  is  important  that  all  the  historic  landmarks,  sites  and  homes 
be  well  marked  and  that  road  markers  be  placed  to  guide  the  puliLic  to  them. 

Constant  effort  should  be  made  in  an  organized  way  to  bring  public 
and  private  institutions,  such  as  hospitals  and  rest  homes,  into  the  region. 

There  is  a  great  opportunity  in  Western  Maryland  to  develop  crafts 
as  a  part  time  employment  for  a  considerable  number  of  people  viith  the 
product  being  sold  to  tourists  and  vacationists  through  local  outlets  such 
as  gift  shops.  The  crafts  may  include  a  wide  range  of  projects  from  in- 
expensive but  useful  souvenirs  to  ornamental  ironwork  and  gariiBnts  and 
other  vroven  products.  There  is  certainly  a  market  for  baskets,  ceramics, 
from  simple  tiles  and  ash  trays  to  more  ambitious  projects,  wood  carving, 
with  an  infinite  variety  of  things  to  be  made  from  buttons  to  furniture, 
products  from  tin  cans  and  other  articles. 

It  is  recognized  that  before  very  many  people  can  adapt  them- 
selves to  these  crafts,  there  must  be  a  training  program.  It  is  possible 
that  the  State  Departrisnt  of  Education  can  send  instructors  into  the  region, 
even  to  crossroad  locations  and  homes  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  this 
training  to  the  people.  All  the  materials  or  most  of  them  could  be  obtained 
id-thin  the  two  counties.  This  Chapter  gives  a  condensed  revieir  of  the 
work  of  the  New  Hampshire  League  of  Arts  as  an  example  of  several  successful 
state  programs. 

Public  And  Private  Responsibilities 
The  following  outlines  will  sximnarize  some  of  the  respective 
responsibilities  of  governmental  and  private  interests. 
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Governmeiits 

Planning  and  zoning. 

Protection  and  regulation  of  uses,  for  example,  road  signs, 

game  protection;  the  uses  of  Deep  Creek  Lake. 
Construction  of  roads  and  parking  areas. 
Training  in  crafts. 
Standard  setting,  for  example,  in  day  use  areas  and  the 

design  of  cabins  and  lodges. 
Promotion,  advertising,  and  research. 
Organized  activities,  for  example,  nature  trips. 
Roadside  scenic  turnouts  and  picnic  areas. 
Historic  markers. 

Private 

Cooperative  activity  in  maintaining  standards. 

Advertising  and  promotion. 

Packaged  automobile  tours  and  other  tours. 

Motels,  hotels,  lodges,  cabins  and  toiirist  homes. 

Residential  development. 

Service  industries,  such  as  gas  stations  and  garages. 

Restaiorants,  snack  bars  and  refreshment  stands. 

Retail  establishments. 

Dairy  products. 

Amuseme  nts . 


Factors  Necessitating  Controls 

In  order  to  make  the  most  of  its  recreational  and  tourist  potenti- 
alities. Western  Maryland  must  prevent  and  correct  those  features  which  are 
unattractive  in  appearance,  which  cause  noticeably  offensive  odors  or  noises, 
or  which  constitute  menaces  to  health  and  safety.  These  factors,  outlined 
in  Chapter  V,  fall  into  three  main  categories:  1.  uses  of  land  surface; 
2.  extraction  of  sub-surface  products;  and  3.  pollution  of  lakes  and  streams. 
Three  Ma.i or  Types  of  Problems 

Uses  of  the  land  surface  that  may  necessitate  public  controls 
include  residential,  commercial,  industrial  and  agricultural  uses,  utility 
lines,  dumps  and  highvrays,  A  group  of  tourist  cabins  may  be  lanobjectionable 
in  appearance  and  arrangement,  but  look  completely  out  of  place  if  located 
prominently  in  front  of  a  fine  view.  Commercial  shopping  facilities  are 
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more  attractive,  convenient  and  profitable  if  concentrated  in  appropriate, 
well-spaced  locations  than  if  strung  out  at  frequent  intervals  along  a 
hight;ay.  In  an  area  that  regards  fine  scenery  as  one  of  its  most  important 
assets,  billboards  are  universally  out  of  place  and  may  cause  driving 
hazards. 

Certain  kinds  of  industries  would  be  desirable  and  appropriate 
in  the  vacation  area.  The  clean,  laboratory  tj^e  of  operation  and  small 
enterprises  such  as  shirt  factories  and  subdivisions  of  the  radio  and 
television  industries  can  be  encoioraged  to  locate  in  this  area  without 
interfering  with  the  recreation  and  tourist  trade.  The  problem  here  con- 
sists of  controls  over  their  location,  prevention  of  nuisances  of  all 
kinds  resulting  from  operations,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  over  the  appear- 
ance of  structures,  and  non-structural  aspects  such  as  parking. 

Old  car  graveyards  have  no  reason  to  be  f oimd  in  the  scenic 
areas  of  Western  Maryland,  and  should  be  excluded  from  lands  adjoining 
any  highways  that  may  be  used  by  tourists  and  vacationists.  The  same 
applies  to  contractors'  and  other  types  of  storage  yards.  If  needed, 
sites  should  be  found  for  such  uses  that  will  not  be  readily  visible  to 
recreational  visitors.  Dumps  for  community  vjastes  including  trash  and 
garbage,  must  be  carefully  controlled  both  as  to  location  and  management. 
Locations  of  high  tension  lines  and  railroads  may  have  considerable  effect 
on  the  desirability  of  areas  for  recitation  and  tourist  use.  No  new  rail- 
roads are  likely  to  be  built,  nor  existing  ones  eliminated.  Gradual 
conversion  to  Diesel  or  electric  engines,  however,  can  mitigate  the  smoke 
nuisance.  New  transmission  lines  are  likely  to  be  built.  In  determining 
their  routes,  due  consideration  of  their  visual  effect  on  their  surround- 
ings may  result  in  the  minimum  necessary  damage  to  scenery. 
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Improveinent,  relocation,  and  nevr  construction  of  highways  must 
be  skillfully  handled,  to  avoid  marring  scenery  through  creation  of  ugly 
scars  in  the  form  of  cuts  and  fills  that  may  be  more  or  less  permanent. 

The  second  category  of  factors  needing  control  involves  the 
extraction  of  sub-surface  resources.  In  Western  Maryland  these  are  of 
three  types:  mining  of  coal,  particularly  through  surface  stripping; 
production  of  natural  gas;  and  quarries. 

The  most  serious  of  the  three  from  the  standpoint  of  its  effect 
on  tourists'  and  vacationists'  use  of  Western  Maryland,  is  strip  mining, 
vrhich  has  increased  in  recent  j^ears  as  sub-surface  mining  has  decreased. 
Some  of  the  stripped  areas  are  highly  conducive  to  erosion  and  Qonsequent 
m.uddying  of  streams  and  lakes.  Acid  effluents  from  mines  are  doing  heavy 
damage  to  trout  fishing. 

Natural  gas  production,  at  least  tenperarily,  involves  ugly 
vertical  structures.  Quarrying  of  stone  may  have  some  objectionable  aspects 
as  noise  from  blasting,  dust  and  traffic  interference  from  truck  operations. 

There  is  need  of  controlling  the  several  kinds  of  pollution  that 
occur  in  the  lakes  and  streams  of  Western  Maryland.  Theso  are  of  four 
types;  acid  mine  wastes,  industrial  wastes,  human  sevrage,  and  sedimenta- 
tion from  soil  erosion. 

Nearly  all  the  above-noted  factors  needing  control  are  legitimate 
in  the  right  location.  Some  are  essential  in  connection  with  provision  for 
recreational  and  tourist  needs.  The  problem  therefore  lies  in  applying 
suitable  techniques  for  control  which  can  prevent  legitimate  uses  from 
becoming  or  involving  abuses  either  through  inappropriateness  of  location 
or  failure  to  take  necessary  steps  to  avoid  or  eliminate  incidental  nuisances 
or  objectionable  aspects  that  may  be  more  or  less  inherent  in  the  type  of  use. 
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Techniques  For  Control 

There  are  nine  or  ten  distinct  types  of  techniques  for  controlling 
the  kinds  of  factors  previously  mentioned.  For  most  of  them  State  enabling 
legislation  is  already  available;  only  local  steps  toward  effectuation  are 
needed.  For  some  types,  State  or  Federal  action  is  required,  or  both. 
In  the  case  of  one  or  two,  controls  are  already  in  effect,  and  need  only 
to  be  continued  or  applied  more  effectively.  Brief  discussion  of  each 
type  follows. 
A  Development  Plan  For  The  Western  Maryland  Region 

Potentially  the  most  important  type  of  control  is  that  which 
would  be  based  on  a  careftilly  studied,  correlated  Master  Plan  for  the 
physical  development  of  the  region.  Such  a  plan  would  provide  a  flexible 
framework  or  pattern  to  guide  both  public  and  private  land  use  and  transpor- 
tation projects.  Under  the  Maryland  State  Enabling  Act  of  193>ir^  certain 
counties  and  their  municipalities  (among  them  are  Allegany  and  Garrett 
counties)  are  authorized  to  set  up  an  official  planning  commission.  The 
act  does  not  specifically  authorize  the  creation  of  regional  planning  com- 
missions through  joint,  cooperative  action  by  counties  and  municipalities. 
Because  of  the  mutual  interests  of  Allegany  and  Garrett  counties,  however, 
and  the  cities  and  towns  therein,  creation  of  a  Western  Maryland  Regional 
Planning  Commission  is  highly  desirable.  It  should  not  be  difficult  to 
secure  brief  additions  to  the  existing  planning  laws  so  as  to  permit  creation 
of  such  a  regional  planning  commission.  The  act  could  be  made  sufficiently 
flexible  so  that  each  county  or  municipality  could  delegate  or  retain  what 
ever  autonomous  aspects  of  planning  responsibility  it  might  consider 

* I   III    II       II     .   II.  II 1 1  I  I  .  I I    II    ■   .1 
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advisable.     Given  the  necessary  enabling  legislation,  a  Western  Maryland 
Regional  Planning  Coramission  could  be  set  up  by  joint  action  of  the  tvro 
counties  and  the   City  of  Ciamberland,     Financisil  support  for  a  planning 
staff  and  its  functions  could  be  provided  through  equitable  contributions 
from  each  constituent,  with  some  participation  by  the  State  Plarjiing 
Commission.     Other  states,  as  well  as  Maiyland,  provide  precedents  for 
such  procedure.     The  Tennessee,  Massachusetts  and  i-/isconsin  planning 
commissions,  for  example,  concern  themselves  with  regional  planning 
activities.     The  joint  planning  commissions  of  Louisville-Jefferson  County 
and  Toledo-Lucas  County,  the  Regional  Planning  Commission  of  Hamilton 
Coionty  (Cincinnati)   and  the  Detroit  Regional  Planning  Commission,  to 
mention  only  a  few,  are  examples  of  cooperative  action  by  two  or  more 
political  subdivisions.     In  Maiyland,  through  special  legislation,  the 
Maryland-National  Capital  Park  and  Planning  Commission  permits  joint 
planning  of  those  portions  of  MontgonEry  and  Prince  George's  counties 
that  compose  the  Maryland  suburbs  of  the  City  of  Washington. 

A  Western  Maryland  Planning  Coramission  would  be  concerned 
primarily  with  preparation  of  a  Master  Plan.     This  woijld   include  a  land- 
use  plan  for  development  of  privately  owned  lands,   recommending  their 
use  for  agriculture,  residence,  business,  industry,  and  for  public  purposes 
such  as  parks,  forests,  watersheds,   highira.ys,  and  airports.     A  Master  Plan 
is  the  key  to  effective  and  efficient  application  of  all  the  types  of 
controls. 
Zoning 

Zoning  is  novr  recognized,  not  as  an  end  in  itself,  but  as  a 
means  of  putting  into  effect,  over  a  period  of  time,  the  lard  use  plan 
prepared  by  the  planning  commission.     Zoning  regulates  the  locations  of 
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different  types  of  land  uses  in  accordance  with  the  land  use  plan.  Zoning 
further  regulates  the  height,  bulk  and  area  of  structures  in  relation  to 
each  other  and  to  their  surroundings.  It  is  potentially  valuable  in  con- 
trolling development  along  the  highways.  This  is  a  matter  of  importance 
for  ^'estern  Maryland  in  respect  to  its  recreational  and  toxirist  development. 
The  subject  of  highway  zoning  has  been  effectively  treated  in  a  recent 
publication  of  the  American  ^utomobile  Association.  This  brochvire,  entitled 
"Roadside  Protection"  gives  detailed  reasons  for  and  summarizes  as  follows 
the  three  things  that  roadside  zoning  should  do: 

"Confine  roadside  commercial  uses  to  designated  commercial  districts. 
The  remainder  of  the  highway  frontage  is  limited  to  uses  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  general  area  through  vrhich  the  highway  passes 
(e.g.  residential  use,  agricultiore ,  forestry,  etc.). 

"Require  that  roadside  buildings  be  set  back  from  outer  boundaries  of 
the  high^^ray  right-of-way. 

"Control  the  appearance  of  certain  aspects  of  roadside  commercial 
development  relating  to  safety,  health,  and  gereral  welfare." 

In  respect  to  the  requirement  of  rural  setbacks  from  the  road- 
side, the  report  states: 

"Roadside  business  should  provide,  on  its  own  property,  sufficient 
space  for  the  stopping,  maneuvering,  and  parking  of  vehicles  doing 
business  there.  To  this  end,  the  roadside  building  should  be  set 
back  far  enough  from  the  higher  ay  to  provide  ample  space  for  these 
purposes  off  the  highvray." 

In  regard  to  control  of  roadside  appearances,  the  report  makes 

the  following  statements: 

"This  type  of  regulation  involves  control  over  the  appearance  of  road- 
side commercial  structures,  including  limitation  of  their  display 
signs 

"Although  regulations  concerning  the  appearance  of  buildings  have 
not  had  a  sufficiently  widespread  use  to  firraly  fix  their  validity, 
the  trend  of  court  decisions  seems  decidedly  favorable ... ."L^/ 

yj   Monterey  County,  California  vs.  Basset,  Et  al.  N0.I6969.  Preferred 
Tires,  Inc.  vs.  Village  of  Hempstead  19,  N.  Y. ,  Supp.(2d),  37^. 
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Application  of  the  esthetic  side  of  zoning  has  not  been  wide- 
spread. In  an  area,  hoX'rever,  where  natural  scenic  beauty  and  general 
attractiveness  of  surroundings  are  recognized  as  important  assets  of  the 
local  econoHy,  coraniercial  structures  which  are  obviously  ugly  and  inharmoni- 
ous with  their  surroimdings  may  vjell  be  regarded  as  contrary  to  the  general 
welfare. 

In  some  parts  of  Western  Maryland,  zoning  could  be  effective  in 
limiting  new  manufacturing  industries  to  light  types  such  as  those  mentioned 
earlier.  The  current  trend  in  new  or  revised  zoning  ordinances  is  to  list 
specifically  the  kinds  of  industries  and  the  operation  characteristics 
that  pertain  thereto  that  are  permitted;  new  industries  of  other  types 
would  be  prohibited,  Baltimore  County  is  now  considering  inclusion  of  a 
Special  Development  Industrial  District,  Such  a  district  may  be  permitted 
in  locations  where  industry  would  be  allowed,  only  after  official  approval 
of  a  site  plan  for  development  and  with  special  requirements  as  to  set- 
backs from  property  lines,  screening,  planting,  approval  of  building 
types,  parking  facilities,  etc. 

Inasmuch  as  zoning  is  of  an  administrative  nature,  rather  than 
predominantly  advisory,  as  is  the  case  with  planning,  it  does  not  lend 
itself  quite  as  well  as  does  planning  to  application  on  a  regional  basis. 
There  seems  little  reason,  however,  why  a  regional  land-iise  plan  could  not 
be  administered  satisfactorily  within  the  several  political  subdivisions 
that  are  found  within  the  region,  particularly  Gsirrett  and  Allegany  counties 
and  the  City  of  Cumberland,  Other  municipalities  within  the  area  are  too 
small  to  make  it  feasible  for  them  to  administer  zoning  regulations  effec- 
tively. It  would,  therefore,  seem  better  for  them  to  delegate  their  zoning 
powers  to  the  counties  in  which  they  are  located* 
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Thei'e  have  been  unsuccessful  efforts  in  the  past  fcy  the  dry- 
land State  Roads  Coirmission  to  secure  passage  of  legislation  for  roadside 
zoning  on  a  State-wide  basis,  with  authority  only  in  those  counties  that 
have  not  put  counter  zoning  into  effect.     The  report  on  Roadside  Protection, 
previously  referred  to,  has  this  to  say  on  the  subject  of  zoning  jurisdic- 
tion;    "The  ansvrer  to  the  State  versus  County  issue,  woiild  seem  to  be  that 
the  State  should  undertake  to  do  the  basic  job  of  roadside  zoning  of  state 
highways  vdth  provision,  if  desired,  that  the  coionties  could  suppleinent 
the  state  regulations  isy  additional  controls,  but  not  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  nullify  any  of  the  state  regulations." 
Subdivision  Regulations 

Under  the  Maryland  enabling  legislation  for  planning,  subdivision 
regulations  are  another  responsibility  of  a  planning  commission.     They 
are  the  means  of  controlling  residential  developments  on  privately-owned 
land,  whether  for  summer  cottages  or  for  year  round  use,  as  regards  site 
planning  design  and  dimensional  standards. 
Health  and  Pollution  Regulations 

In  Maryland  there  can  be  close  cooperation  between  county  and 
State  health  departments  and  the  planning  commission  in  respect  to  requir- 
ing approval  of  sewage  disposal  arrangements  for  residential  developments. 
A  State  law  of  1914  requires  approval  by  the   State  Department  of  Health  of 
the  type  of  sewage  disposal  proposed  in  connection  with  any  residential 
project.     The  head  of  a  County  Health  Department  is  also  an  officer  of  the 
State  Department  of  Health.     Thus  application  of  State-wide  standards  at 
the  county  level  is  facilitated.     The  planning  commission  may  refuse  to 
approve  a  subdivision  if  advised  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  that 
proposed  handling  of  sanitation  is  inadequate  and  impracticable.     The 
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Health  Departments  can  help  also  in  the  abatement  of  existing  sanitary 
nuisances.  The  State  Department  of  Health  has  authority  to  abate  pollution 
where  public  health  is  involved.  The  Maryland  Water  Pollution  Control 
Commission,  however,  may  act  in  cases  where  discharged  wastes  contribute 
to  pollution  of  State  waters.  Authority  to  control  acid  mine  wastes, 
however,  was  specifically  excluded  from  the  Act  creating  this  Commission. 
Subsequent  efforts  to  eliminate  this  exception  have  been  defeated  in  the 
General  Assembly,  Opposition  is  based  on  the  claim  that  no  economically 
feasible  technique  has  been  found  for  eliminating  acid  mine  wastes.  Seal- 
ing has  not  proved  entirely  effective.  Lime  treatment  results'  in  a  lime 
sTilphur  sludge  which  is  no  improvement  over  the  acid  effluent.  The  Water 
'  Pollution  Control  Commission  is  having  success  in  dealing  cooperatively 
with  some  of  the  most  potent  polluters.  Wastes  are  being  diverted  from 
some  of  the  streams  most  inherently  favorable  for  trout.  Thus  piping  of 
acid  wastes  into  certain  less  usable  streams  relieves  some  of  the  head- 
waters but  allows  the  concentrated  effluent  to  pollute  the  major  water 
courses. 

Despite  the  fact  that  complete  solutions  to  pollution  from  acid 
mine  wastes  may  not  have  been  found,  legislation  should  give  the  Pollution 
Commission  authority  to  require  the  full  application  of  such  neasures  as 
are  known  to  be  helpful. 
Building  Codes  And  Permits 

Building  codes,  if  properly  dravm  up  and  enforced,  can  prevent 
construction  or  maintenance  of  shoddy  and  unsafe  buildings.  Issuance  of 
building  permits  should  be  closely  tied  in  with  zoning  and  planning. 
RequireiiEnt  of  "use  and  occupancy"  permits,  among  other  advantages,  provides 
an  essential  check  as  to  vrhether  construction  and  intended  use  coincide  with 
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specifications  shown  on  the  biiilding  permit  and  submitted  plans. 

Special  Easements 

Maryland,  almost  alone  among  the  states,  has  already  adopted 

legislation  (194-1)  to  provide  for  special  easements, 

"In  Maryland  easements  or  interests  for  five  different  kinds 
of  purposes  may  be  acquired  separately  or  in  the  aggregate,  under 
this  statute: 

'"The  State  Roads  Commission  may  acquire,  by  gift,  purchase, 
condemnation,  or  otherwise,  real  property  along  or  near  any  state 
highvray,  parki-ray,  or  freeway,  or  any  interest  in  such  property,  in 
order  to  protect  the  higto?ay,  parki-jay,  or  freeway,  or  scenery  along 
or  near  it,  or  to  provide  parking  areas  along  the  highway,  parkway, 
or  freeway  and  for  similar  purposes.  (Sec.  4A  (a)).' 

"  'Among  the  interests  in  land  which  may  be  so  acquired  are  agree- 
ments or  easements  restricting,  or  subjecting  to  regulations  by  the 
commission,  any  right  of  the  owner  or  other  persons — 

(1)  To  erect  buildings  or  other  structuresi 

(2)  To  construct  any  private  drive  or  road; 

(3)  To  remove  or  destroy  shrubbery  or  trees 5 

(4.)  To  place  thereon  trash  or  unsightly  or  offensive  material; 
(5)  To  display  thereon  signs,  billboards  or  advertisements, 
(Sec.  4A  (b))„< 

"'Where  any  interest  in  real  property  is  acquired  under  this 
section,  the  deed,  agreeiaent,  judgement,  or  other  instrument  shall 
clearly  set  forth  the  specific  restrictions  or  other  interests 
purchased,  condemned,  or  otherwise  acquired  and  any  such  restrictions 
shall  run  with  the  land  to  which  they  apply  and  be  binding  on  all 
subsequent  holders,  except  as  the  deed,  agreement,  judgeirent,  or 
decree  or  other  instrument  otherwise  expressly  provides  (Sec.  4A(c)),' 

'"These  easenBnts,  individually  or  in  the  aggregate,  may  be  used 
either  to  facilitate  future  right-of-way  acqioisitlon  or  to  regulate 
land  uses  along  the  roadsides  in  order  to  improve  highway  transpor- 
tation service,  or  both  such  purposes,...,"'  15/ 

Up  to  this  time  the  Maryland  Roads  Commission  has  used  only  one 

small  phase  of  this  act;  the  right  to  condemn  property  so  as  to  permit 

access  to  abutting  lands.  Fifty  foot  protective  easements  along  important 


15/  American  Automobile  Association,  Roadside  Protection,  1951,  pp,  4.8,  49, 
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higtoays  were  secured  for  a  time.  Such  procedure  has  been  discarded, 

hovrever,  because  it  was  found  that  costs  nearly  as  high  were  involved 

in  such  easements  as  in  outright  purchase  of  the  land.  Although  this 

legislation  provides  tools  similar  to  those  found  in  roadside  zoning, 

the  latter  is  still  sought  by  State  Roads  officials  because  it  utilizes 

the  police  po^^rer,  withotrt  involving  cash  remuneration  as  required  under 

eminent  domain, 

"Federal  Aid  highway  funds  may  be  used  to  finance  roadside  and 
landscape  development  of  highway  roadsides,  including  the  acquisition 
of  adjacent  strips  of  land  for  accommodation  of  the  traveling  public 
and  for  preservation  of  the  natural  beauty  of  areas  which  highways 
traverse.  The  authority  is  based  upon  Section  11  of  the  Federal 
Highway  Act  of  19/VO,  as  follows: 

"'Hereafter  the  construction  of  highv/ays  by  the  states  with  the 
aid  of  Federal  funds  may  include  such  roadside  and  landscape  develop- 
ment, including  such  sanitary  and  other  facilities  as  may  be  deeired 
reasonably  necessary  to  provide  for  the  suitable  accommodation  of  the 
public,  all  within  the  highway  right-of-way  and  adjacent  publicly 
owned  or  controlled  recreational  areas  of  limited  size  and  with 
provision  for  convenient  and  safe  access  thereto  by  pedestrians  and 
vehicular  traffic,  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Public  Roads  Administra- 
tion. Such  construction  likewise  may  include  the  purchase  of  such 
adjacent  strips  of  land  of  limited  v/idth  and  primary  importance  for 
the  preservation  of  the  natural  beauty  through  which  highways  are 
constructed,  as  may  be  approved  ty  the  Public  Roads  Administra- 
tion...'" 16/ 

Thus  far  Maiyland  has  turned  a  rather  cold  shoulder  to  the  idea 

of  matching  Federal  funds  for  such  purposes,  though  it  has  done  so  in  the 

case  of  a  few  "military  access  roads"  such  as  the  lindted-access  Martin 

Boulevard  in  Baltimore  County,  which  was  built  during  ^^orld  War  II  to  take 

care  of  Glenn  L,  Martin  Company  traffic.  In  short,  Maryland  has  preferred 

to  spend  highway  funds  for  utilitarian  purposes,  and  has  shied  away  from 

taking  advantage  of  Federal  funds  for  roadside  improvement.  Effective 

application  of  this  broad  State  law  in  l/estem  Maryland,  however,  appears 

16/  American  Automobile  Association,  Op.  cit.  p.  51. 
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to  have  important  potentialities.  It  could  be  applied,  for  instance,  on 
Maryland  4-2  from  its  intersection  with  Maryland  219  to  Friendsvi].le  and  on 
long  stretches  of  other  State  roads. 
Regulation  of  Strip  And  Pit  Mining 

Unsuccessful  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  legislation  for 
Maryland  comparable  to  laws  passed  by  Pennsylvania  in  the  later  1940' s# 
Under  these  lawSj  an  operator  before  engaging  in  strip  mining,  must 
1.  register  a  form  with  the  Department  of  Mines;  2.  file  a  performance 
bond  with  that  Department;  and  3«  pay  an  annual  operation  fee  to  the  Depart- 
ment, Within  three  years  after  the  operation  is  completed  or  abandoned, 
he  must  regrade,  providing  a  five-foot  covering  of  soil,  and  plant  trees, 
shrubs,  or  grasses.  Similar  laws  should  be  passed  by  Maryland,  and  pro- 
vision made  for  effective  enforcement,  both  regardir:g  grading,  resurfacing 
axid   planting  of  pits,  and  eliminating  pollution  from  acid  wastes.  The 
following  conclusions  are  noted  concerning  tiiis  problem  in  a  recent 
Federal  report,  covering  the  Potomac  Basin; 

"1,  A  research  program  should  be  initiated  at  an  early  date 
to  determine  the  various  causes  of  acid  formation  in  the 
mines  and  economical  methods  of  preventing  it.  Such  research 
should  look  to  the  recovery  and  beneficial  use  of  the  acids, 
if  possible. 

2,  A  definite  program  should  be  undertaken  to  prevent  acid 
waste  from  entering  the  tributaries  of  the  Potomac  River, 

3,  States  should  consider  tte  possibility  of  legislation  to 
require  reduction  in  acid  mine  waste  pollution, 

A:     Responsibility  should  be  placed  upon  the  individuals 
responsible  for  any  continued  contamination."  17/ 


17/  The  President's  Water  Resources  Policy  Committee,  Ten  Rivers  in 
America's  Future,  Number  Eight,  The  Potomac,  1950,  pp.  598,  599, 
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Mult  i-pTjr po  se  Re  s  ervo  ir s 

Construction  of  reservoirs  on  rivers  and  tributaries  in  Western 
Maryland  to  serve  several  purposes  such  as  flood  control,  water  supply, 
recreational  use,  etc,  has  been  proposed,     A  fev;  have  been  undertaken  and 
the  Savage  River  Dam  is  completed.     Construction  of  small,  water  retarding 
reservoirs  on  headwaters  of  tributaries  will  be  helpful  in  reducing  sedi- 
mentation and  floods. 
Organization  of  Private  Interests  for  Mutual  Controls 

Control  techniques,  noted  hitherto,  have  all  involved  use  of 
authority  l>y  public  agencies.     The  application  of  voluntary  controls  through 
mutioal  agreement  and  action  trv-  private  citizens  as  groups  and  Individuals 
is  also  potentially  important,     A  set  of  "Recommended  Minimum  Voluntary 
Standards  for  Roadside  Business  along  Rural  Highways"  was  recently  adopted 
by  the  Conference  of  Roadside  Business  and  Property  Groups,  18/ 

These  standards  cover  such  factors  as  entrances  and  exits  to  ' 
roadside  establishments,  general  appearance,  control  of  lighting  that  might 
confuse  motorists,  provision  of  ample  roadside  setbacks  and  off-street 
parking,  outdoor  advertising,  and  drive-in  theatres.     Recognition  of  the 
need  for  such  standards  and  drawing  them  up  are  forward-looking  steps  on 
the  part  of  such  proprieters  and  indicate  a  proper  recognition  of  some  of 
the  problems  and  abuses  which  have  led  to  the  necessity  of  controls  by 
public  agencies. 

Such  self-imposed  standards  and  restricticfns  might  be  one  activity 
of  a  regional  development  council  to  be  referred  to  later. 


18/    American  Automobile  Association,  Roadside  Protection,  1950,  p.   8  and 

Appendix  E, 


..■7D-1--      it^' 


■OO 


li'- 


138 


Correlation  of  Agencies 

The  correlation  of  the  work  of  governmental  agencies  principally 
must  be  made  at  the  State  level.  This  applies  to  policies  and  procedures 
concerning  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads,  regulations  for 
himting  and  fishing  and  other  interests.  However,  there  are  a  few  questions 
which  at  least  at  the  present  time  have  emerged  only  in  Western  Maryland, 

The  Board  of  Natiiral  Resources  should  determine  whether  there 
is  duplication  in  the  land  acquisition  programs  of  the  Department  of  Game 
and  Inland  Fish  and  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks, 

With  respect  to  recreation  other  than  hunting  and  fishing,  there 
should  be  a  unified  policy  under  which  the  public  could  hike  into  and 
picnic  at  vantage  points  such  as  the  high  elevations  on  which  the  fire 
towers  are  located.  Where  the  refuges  are  acquired  surroionding  such 
locations,  it  seems  to  be  practical  to  designate  their  boundaries  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  towers  so  that  visitors  will  not  disturb  the 
game.  Examples  of  locations  are  at  the  towers  in  the  Thayer  Game  Refuge 
near  Deep  Greek  Lake  and  at  Warrior  Mountain, 

Another  question  is  whether  the  State  should  acquire  and  develop 
a  desirable  park  area  adjacent  to  the  boundaries  of  a  city,  in  this  case 
Cumberland,  Since  the  proposed  park  is  potentially  of  State-wide  and 
regional  interest,  it  appears  to  be  a  proper  responsibility  of  the  State, 
even  though  definite  advantages  of  prestige  and  commercial  income  may 
accrue  to  the  City, 

At  the  present  time,  the  three  major  recreation  areas  in  Garrett 
County  receive  a  Isirge  day  use  principally  from  residents  of  Garrett  County, 
However,  these  areas  are  maintained  Tigr  State  agencies*  It  appears  logical 
that  the  County  have  some  financial  responsibility  in  relation  to  these 
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areas.  The  County  appears  to  be  discharging  this  tlirough  the  construction 
of  all  important  hard  surfaced  roads  to  the  areas.  It  is  a  question 
whether  the  covmties'  program  will  proceed  fast  enough  and  the  State 
should  supplement  the  counties'  efforts. 

For  any  extensive  use  by  vacationists,  the  present  County  or 
Forest  Department  roads  to  the  high  rocks  and  fire  towers  must  be  greatly 
improved  and  better  maintained.  This  appears  primarily  to  be  a  State 
responsibility  except  where  the  roads  also  service  farms  or  urban  estab- 
lishments, in  which  case  the  County  should  share  in  the  cost. 

The  Cities  of  Frostburg  and  Cumberland  permit  fishing  and  picnick- 
ing on  the  reservoir  and  watersheds.  Naturally,  those  most  entitled  to 
use  the  facilities  are  the  citizens  of  these  cities.  However,  it  appears 
reasonable  for  others,  including  non-resident  vacationists,  to  be  permitted 
also  to  use  such  facilities. 

On  Deep  Creek  Lake,  it  is  reasonable  that  the  State  should 
finance  the  access  roads  to  the  proposed  beach  park  to  be  developed  and 
operated  by  the  State,  The  County  is  in  the  process  of  developing  roads 
around  the  Lake,  thereby  stimulating  residential  and  other  development. 
The  advantages  of  this  development  are  more  directly  to  the  County  than 
to  the  State.  The  State,  however,  is  concerned  indirectly  with  steady 
additions  to  the  ratables  in  Western  Maryland  and  thus  has  a  stake  in 
road  development. 

It  is  important  for  the  State  and  the  two  counties  to  cooperate 
closely  in  developing  a  program  of  guidance  and  regulations,  for  example 
in  zoning,  prevention  of  pollution  and  the  control  of  strip  mining  and 
billboards . 
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Master  Recreation  Plan 

In  its  broadest  sense,  the  Master  Plan  for  Western  Maiyland 
covers  the  proposals  for  concerted  action  b]r   both  governmental  agencies 
and  private  interests.  In  a  strict  sense,  however,  the  specific  phases 
of  the  Master  Plan  in  terms  of  locations  and  structures  will  be  confined 
to  the  role  of  governmental  agencies.  The  proposals  fcsr  private  enter- 
prise will  be  detailed  in  terms  of  types  of  developments  but  not  precise 
locations. 

It  should  be  said,  of  course,  that  the  term  "Master  Plan"  is 
not  used  in  the  sense  of  a  strait  jacket.  It  must  be  flexible  and  subject 
to  changing  conditions.  Further,  it  is  a  long  range  plan  to  be  carried 
out  over  a  period  of  years. 

In  the  plan,  the  two  counties  are  considered  as  a  unit  in  only 
a  general  way.  The  greater  part  of  the  western  section  of  Allegany  Coionty 
is  highly  industrialized.  On  the  other  hand,  Garrett  County  is  industrial 
only  to  a  limited  degree  and  in  a  few  locations,  Garrett  County  is  far 
more  appropriate  for  exploitation  as  a  vacation  land.  For  more  immediate 
purposes  the  focus  of  this  developuBnt  is  in  the  area  comprising  Deep 
Creek  Lake,  Oakland,  and  the  recreation  areas  of  the  Sr^allow  Falls  State 
Forest.  Oakland  is  the  urban  hub  of  the  development,  retiorning  to  its 
earlier  role  in  such  a  capacity  in  the  days  when  the  hotels  were  flourish- 
ing at  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Deer  Park,  and  Oakland  itself. 

There  are  several  secondary  focal  points,  already  partly  developed 
and  others  to  be  developed.  These  include  the  other  existing  recreation 
areas  operated  by  the  State,  the  City  of  Cumberland  vdth  nearty  Wills  and 
Dans  Mountains,  route  4.0,  including  the  Grantsville  section  and  the  Cassel- 
man  River,  the  Green  Ridge  State  Forest  and  particularly  the  recreation 
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MAP  C 

MASTER  RECREATION    PLAN 

MARYLAND     STATE    PLANNING     COMMISSION 

B4SE      MAP     PREPARED     ST     MASYLAND    STATE     ROADS      COMMISSION 
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area  near  Route  ^^.0,  and  the  valley  of  Town  Creek,  particularly  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  County, 

The  recoiBmendations  in  the  Master  Plan  extend  to  the  possibilities 
of  developing  new  communities  of  suTTimer  residences  and  attracting  retired 
people  to  the  region  for  their  permanent  homes. 

Goals  sind  Proposals 

Map  C  shows  primarily  through  symbols,  the  proposals  contained 
in  the  Master  Plan  for  government  action.  This  includes  proposed  parks, 
the  expansion  of  existing  recreation  areas,  proposed  all-vreather  roads, 
scenic  turnouts  on  highways,  and  picnic  centers  on  roadsides  and  within 
State  areas. 
Two  State  Parks 

It  is  proposed  to  combine  Herrington  Manor  and  the  Swallow  Falls 
recreation  area,  with  some  additional  land  in  the  State  Forest,  to  comprise 
a  State  Park,  As  the  detailed  schematic  plans  in  this  report  will  indicate, 
the  accent  in  the  Swallow  Falls  area  is  to  be  placed  heavily  on  the  exist- 
ing spectacular  attractions,  xd.th  developments  restricted  to  expanded 
picnic  facilities,  parking,  trails,  and  improved  sanitary  facilities. 
Here  nature  speaks  for  herself  so  all  that  is  required  is  to  provide  good 
access  and  comfortable  facilities  for  visitors.  On  the  other  hand, 
Herrington  Manor,  already  an  activity  center,  is  designed  for  additional 
features.  Thus  the  two  areas  supplement  each  other, 

A  small  State  park  is  proposed  in  part  of  the  Little  Snaggy 
Mountain  section  on  Deep  Creek  Lake.  Not  only  is  the  public  deserving 
of  a  beach  park  of  high  standards  for  their  enjoyment,  but  the  whole  Deep 
Creek  area  requires  the  kind  of  advertising  that  such  a  popular  area  will 
achieve  among  thousands  of  visitors  at  very  little  expense  to  them.  This 
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investment  by  the  State  is  an  illustration  of  the  State's  important  role 
in  helping  to  build  up  business  by  creating  a  facility  through  which 
thousands  of  people  will  be  introduced  to  the  Coionty' s  attractions,  A 
good  public  beach  will  also  stimulate  sales  of  property  nearby,  but  not 
fronting  on  the  Lake, 
Jwo  Inns 

With  the  completion  of  the  dam  in  the  Savage  River,  a  stellar 
attraction  has  been  created  which  will  bring  numerous  visitors  into  the 
beautiful  Savage  River  valley,  both  below  and  above  the  dam*  This  creates 
an  opportunity  for  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks,  which  controls  most 
of  the  land  in  the  valley,  to  improve  and  further  develop  this  Big  Run 
recreation  area  for  cabin  use  and  picnicking,  and  1;o  construct  additional 
picnic  centers  and  develop  turnouts  from  which  to  take  advantage  of  the 
splendid  scenery.  The  Ifester  Plan  introduces  a  new  feature  into  the  County 
In  the  form  of  an  inn  of  iihe  lodge  type,  commanding  a  vievj  of  the  reservoir 
lake  and  its  surroundings.  Another  such  inn  appears  in  the  proposals  for 
Herrington  Manor, 

It  is  recommended  that  the  State  double j  and  in  time  triple,  the 
Cabins  it  has  available  at  Herrington  Manor  and  Swallow  Falls*  It  is  very 
clear  that  existing  cabins  have  a  distinctive  place  in  the  developnsnt  of 
the  County's  vacation  attractions,  and  that  they  set  a  -standard  of  location, 
spacing,  and  seclusion. 
Two  Historic  Parks 

Parks  are  proposed  at  tx-'o  historic  locations^  the  fine  old  store 
bridge  over  the  Casselman  River,  just  east  of  Grantsville ,  and  the  summit 
and  slope  of  ^'ills  Mountain  comm^ding  a  view  of  the  Narrows  at  Cumberland, 
It  is  logical  that  these  two  locations  be  made  historic  parks  featuring 


ri-K'bffed?-' 


.•.!.j;-^   il:-;  :  ■    ■  .  .'. 


'.t!; 


■,;.::cr^T;>   ;in 


'.""fiV  ^        -  ^'  ,' 


.•".0  !...,t,  :T.'^-5'T; 


D/n:':. 


*-;lv.''*  *  -.  ■ 


^,;-Jc£!i.ii 


s'-.^:M:r:-.C.Vj:i.; 


n-  '•.''.^^i••^• 


Ti:'l'v;^t:v;r:iI:     ■: 


'■'"     i'     ^'tf .»»  •IJi-ii.El'''' 


146 


U7 


both  scenic  views  and  pj.cnicking. 

The  lovrer  sections  of  Town  Creek  and  adjacent  lands  are  thou.ght 
of  as  potential  recreation  developments  try  private  interests.  There  are 
already  some  beginnings  in  that  direction. 

As  pointed  out  in  this  report,  the  opportunities  for  horseback 
riding  and  hiking  are  unusually  abundant.  Relatively,  there  is  little 
development  of  either  as  yet,  although  some  special  hiking  groups  visit 
the  area  and  there. is  considerable  informal  hiking  by  the  occupants  of 
the  cabins  and  by  campers. 

In  concluding  this  general  introduction  to  the  Master  Plan  it 
should  be  said  that  the  potentials  for  profitable  development  along  many 
lines  are  apparent.  One  line  is  expansion  of  private  and  agency  youth 
camps.  Another  is  the  construction  of  motels  and  other  types  of  accommoda- 
tions. Another  is  the  introduction  of  certain  types  of  recreation  and 
amusements,  particularly  on  State  highways,  A  foiirth  is  the  development 
of  small  lake  communities,  that  is,  summer  colonies  developed  around 
artificial  lakes  built  on  a  niimber  of  the  beautifvtl  streams  particularly 
north  and  south  of  Route  ^0  in  Garrett  County. 

■  Estimated  Costs  of  Accuisition^  Development  and 
Construction  of  State  Areas  and  Facilities 

Acquisition 

The  acreages  given  in  the  following  estimates  are  approximate 
while  the  prices  are  based  upon  current  trends  in  the  region, 
Garrett  County 

Additional  areas  proposed  for  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks 
are  described  in  the  following  paragraphs. 
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V.ev  Germany.     The  Department  proposes  the  acquisition  of  fam 
lands  totalling  approximately  100  acres,  and  has  reqtiested  f 25, 000  for  this 
purpose.     It  is  proposed  to  acquire  an  additional  50  acres  of  wooded, 
sloping  land  on  the  southeasterly  botmdary  of  the  present  New  Gemany 
property.     The  purpose  of  these  acquisitions  is  to  provide  necessary 
additionsuL  space  for  the  expanding  activities  and  to  protect  the  area  from 
the  encroachnBnt  of  private  developB^nt  that  xjould  interfere  with  the 
efficient  operation  of  the  recreation  program.     The  estimated  cost  of 
the  wooded  area  at  f50  an  acre  is  $2,500,  a  total  of  $27,500. 

Casselman  River  Historic  Bridge  Area.     This  proposed  acquisition 
comprises  approximately  four  acres  as  a  picnic  site.     The  property  lies 
principally  between  the  present  Route  4.0  and  the  old  national  pike  and 
includes  the  historic  bridge  and  some  level  land  leading  to  the  cliffs 
on  the  north.     About  two  acres  of  it,   including  a  portion  of  the  river, 
lie  south  of  Route  4.0.     Part  of  the  property  woxild  be  transferred  from 
the  State  Roads  Commission  and  the  remainder  would  be  purchased.     The 
estimated  cost  is  "^1,000, 

Deep  Creek.  Little  Snaggy  Mountain  Area.     The  proposed  area 
as  sho^,^^l  on  the  Master  Plan  map  is  approximately  200  acres.     It  should  be 
noted  that  the  acquisition  is  to  include  both  sides  of  the  access  road, 
now  a  Co;mty  road,   leading  to  the  site  through  the  so-called  "thousand 
acres."     This  land  is  understood  to  be  held  at  high  prices  but  it  is 
assumed  that  the  ov/ners  will  make  a  special  concession  to  the  State  in 
view  of  the  expected  benefits  to  them  and  to  all  the  other  owners  around 
the  Lake  in  the  development  of  this  park.     The  estimated  purchase  price 
at  $250     an  acre  is  $50,000, 

A  roadside  picnic  area  of  five  acres  is  proposed  on  the  Lake 
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alongside  Route  219  at  Thayerville,  This  is  on  tfas  point  of  land  which 
is  well  identified  on  the  map.  The  estimated  cost  is  |5pOOO. 
Areas  to  be  Acquired  ty  the  State  Roads  Commission 

A  number  of  turnouts  on  State  roads  at  scenic  location^  are 
proposed  for  acquisition  and  development  by  the  State  Roads  Commission, 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  necessary  land  is  $6,650.  An  additional 
picnic  site  is  also  proposed  at  a  cost  of  4^^.00,  or  a  total  of  ;ii)7,050 
in  Garrett  County  for  the  State  Roads  Commission. 

Proposed  County  Acquis itipns.  It  is  suggested  that  the  County 
acquire  roadside  lands  on  County  roads  as  indicated  on  the  Master  Plan 
map  at  a  cost  of  1^750  and  a  picnic  site  for  1^50.  The  total  for  Garrett 
County  would  be  |?800, 
Allegany  County 

Wills  Moxmtain.  This  acquisition  is  for  an  historic  park  and 
picnic  grounds  preserving  for  the  public  the  magnificent  heights  anfi  views 
overlooking  the  Narrows  at  Cumberland,  The  summit  is  a  generally  level 
and  partly  open  plateau  providing  ample  space  for  picnicking  and  parking, 
A  part  of  the  land  is  a  steep  and  rugged  slope,  I'ising  from  Wills  Creek 
and  the  ^'estem  Maryland  railroad  to  Lovers  Leap  and  the  crest  of  the 
Mountain  above  it  which  it  is  believed  may  be  acquired  for  a  nominal  sum. 
It  is  estimated  as  200  acres  at  $10  an  acre  or  02,000.  There  is  a  good 
sprir^  as  well  as  city  water  on  the  Mountain.  The  rolling  and  nearly 
level  land  on  the  crest  is  estimated  at  a  price  of  SlOO  an  acre  or  $20,000, 
making  a  total  for  the  park  of  $22,000, 

Dans  Mountain,  For  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  more  adequate 
picnic  site,  it  is  proposed  to  acqioire  50  acres,  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  present  quarter  acre  ovmed  by  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks, 
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and  lying  on  the  westerly  slope  of  the  ridge.     The  estimated  cost  is  ^5 
an  acre  or  $250. 

Town  Hill.     For  a  similar  pxirpose  the  purchase  of  25  acres  is 
recomnended  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25  an  acre  or  -1^625. 

Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area.     To  protect  the  future  of  the 
recreation  area,   it  is  proposed  to  acquire  approximately  5  acres  of  the 
Poffenburger  property  including  both  sides  of  Fifteen  Mile  Creek  stretch- 
ing from  the  present  boundary  of  the  recreation  area  to  the  right-of-way 
of  Route  ^0.     The  estimated  cost  is  |100  an  acre  or  a  total  of  $500. 

Lonaconing  Recreation  Area.     For  the  purpose  of  securing  a  spring 
as  an  additional  source  of  water  supply  and  bringing  into  the  area  a  large 
number  of  big  trees  exceeding  in  interest  any  tjrees  now  in  the  area,  the 
acquisition  of  an  additional  125  foot  strip  is  proposed.     Four  acres  for 
a  ball  field  are  suggested.     The  estinated  cost  is  $1,000. 

This  makes  a  total  for  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  of 

^24,375. 

Proposals  for  the  State  Roads  Coromisaion 

Turnouts  on  Routes  4.0  and  709, to  give  the  motorist  benefits  of 
splendid  viexrrs,  are  proposed,  to  cost  $2,500,  and  additional  picnic  centers 
at  KOO,  or  a  total  of  §2,900.  The  details  are  given  on  the  map. 

County  Acquisitions.  Turnouts  on  County  roads  are  estimated 
to  be  purchasable  for  04-50. 

The  above  acquisitions  for  the  two  counties  are  summarized 
in  the  following  table. 
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StiTiraary  of  Estimated  Acquisition  Costs 

Garrett  County  Allegany  Coimty 

Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  ^  83,500  $  2^,375 

State  Roads  Commission  7,050  2,900 

County  Commissioners  SOO  -^50 

TOTAL  $  91,350  $  27,725 

Including  legal  and  other  fees,  the  total  estimated  cost  of  the 
land  purchase  vrould  te  $130,000. 
Development  and  Construction 

The  proposals  for  development  and  construction  are  shovm  princi- 
pally In  the  functional  plans  for  parks  and  recreation  areas  reproduced 
in  this  report.     These  plans  should  be  studied  in  relation  to  the  tabulation 
of  estimated  costs  and  the  priority  schedtile  to  follow.     V.o  schematic  plans 
have  been  prepared  for  proposals,  the  requireirents  for  which  are  fairly- 
simple,  excepting  the  falls  area  of  the  proposed  Swallow  Falls  State  Park, 

Where  accommodations  are  proposed,  the  recommended  facilities 
are  ainsd  at  variety  in  preferences  and  expense,  thus  reaching  practically 
all  elements  of  the  public.     For  this  reason,  tent  areas  at  minimum  costs 
are  shoxm  at  Herrington  Manor,  New  Germany  (relocation),  and  Green  Ridge, 
and  bunk  houses  at  Green  Ridge,  as  well  as  inns  with  some  private  baths  at 
Herrington  Manor  and  near  the  Savage  River  Dam. 

The  recommendations  are  inclusive,  and  indicate  what  is  feasible 
and  desirable   in  the  respective  locations.     The  costs  may  be  reduced  at 
many  points  by  ingenuity  in  the  use  of  materials  already  stoi^d  by  the 
Department  of  Forests  and  Parks.     Some  proposals,  for  example,  the  full 
number  of  cabins,  picnic  facilities  and  parking  at  the  principal  centers 
should  be    paced    in  accordance  i-dth  the  developing  voluuB  of  demand  and 
the  availability  of  other  facilities.     The  desirability  of  certain  proposals. 
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the  inn  near  the  Savage  River  Rerservoir  is  an  example,  as  compared  with 
the  necessity  of  other  developments  is  reflected  in  the  priority  schedule. 

The  estimates  for  the  different  jurisdictions  are  given  separately. 
The  detailed  calculations  for  the  following  summaries  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

TABLE  11 

ESTDIATED  DFVELOPMEIIT  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COSTS 
OF  AREAS  AND  FACILITIES 

Department  of  Forests  and  Parks 


Swallow  Falls  State  Park 

Herrington  Manor 

Roads 

$   52,^50 

Parking 

35,^00 

Picnic  center 

16,175 

Cabins 

169,000 

Tent  area 

13,750 

Boat house,  boats  and  canoes 

10,500 

Game  areas  and  float 

2,600 

Lodge 

99,720 

Landscaping 

2,750 

Beach  extension 

3.500 

$A05,8/i5 

Falls  Section 

Parking 

21,000 

Picnic  center 

6,975 

Landscaping 

1,500 

Softball  field 

500 

29,975 

$   4.35,820 


Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 

Roads  125,000 


Parking 

A6,A^5 

Picnic  center 

57,900 

Boat house  and  boats 

19,250 

Pavilion 

60,000 

Bathhouse 

75,000 

Superintendent's  house 

12,000 

Game  areas 

15,000 

Utilities 

50,000 

Beach 

10,000 

Miscellaneous 

11.000 

481,595 
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ESTIMATED  DEVELOPI'IEKT  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COSTS 
OF  AREAS  AND  FACILITIES 
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Department  of  Forests  and  Parks. 


Mew 

Germany  Recreation  Area 

Roads 

Parking 

Cabins 

Tent  camping 

Boat house  and  boats 

Picnic  area 

$  42,000 

16,725 

162,500 

13,000 

8,375 

17,225 

GanB  area,  apparatus  area 

&  float       4,350 

Remodelling  recreation  building 

2,500 

Bathhouse 

35,000 

Enlarging  lake 

15,000 

Landscaping 

5,000 

Ski  tow 

3,500 

$  325,175 

Big 

Run  Recreation  Area 

Parking 

Picnic  area 

Game  area 

Dam 

Trails 

Cabin  improvements 

Lodge 

4,590 

14,675 

800 

15,000 

250 

8,000 

113.630 

156,945 


Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area 


Roads 

46,900 

Parking 

6,000 

Reconstruction  of  buildings  for 

barn,  bumkhouse  and  hall 

41,500 

Remove  old  garage 

1,500 

Tent  sites 

3,000 

Picnic  area 

25,750 

Garas  courts  and  beach 

3,850 

Bathhouse 

35,000 

Dam 

25.000 

Wills  Moxmtain  Park 


188,500 


Roads  50,000 

Parking  5,850 

Protective  wall  40,000 

Picnic  area  (concession  included)  20.500 


116,350 
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TABLE  11  (Contd.) 

ESTIMATED  DEVELOPMENT  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COSTS 
OP  AREAS  AMD  FACILITIES 

Department  of  Forests  and  Parks 

Mill  Run  Picnic  Center 

Road  improvement  I     5,000 

Parking  2,4-00 

Picnic  center  13^600 


Casselman  Picnic  Park 

Parking  800 

Picnic  center  5,500 

Water  supply  2.000 


Selbysport  Picnic  Center 

Roads  5,000 

Parking  2,4.00 

Picnic  center  13.600 


21,000 


8,300 


21,000 


Miscellaneous  Development 

Garrett  County 
Picnic  facilities  2,050 

Road  improvements  20,000 

Allegany  Coionty 

Picnic  facilities  2,525 

Road  improvements  10,000 

Turnouts  4.. 000 

38.575 

TOTAL  -  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks  $  1,793,260 

University  Of  Maryland 

Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area 

Beach  extension  2,500 

Picnic  area  13,050 

Miscellaneous  500 

TOTAL  -  University  of  Maryland  I  16,C50 
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TABLE  11  (Contd.) 

ESTIMATED  DEVELOPMEtlT  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COSTS 
OF  AREAS  AND  FACILITIES 


State  Roads  Commission 


Turrouts  and  Picnic  Centers 

Garrett  County 

11  tiurnouts 

1  5,500 

4-  turnouts 

8,000 

16  picnic  tables  and  benches 

800 

8  grilles 

200 

Grading,  landscaping, 

miscellaneous 

3,000 

Allegany  County 

1  turnout 

500 

1  tiornout 

1,500 

12  picnic  tables  and  benches 

600 

6  grilles 

150 

Grading,  landscaping, 

miscellaneous  2.000 

TOTAL  -  State  Roads  Commission  $  22,250 


County  Roads 

Turnouts  and  Picnic  Centers 

Garrett  Co-ijnty 

2  picnic  tables  and  benches        100 

1  grille  25 
Miscellaneous  200 

Allegany  County 

2  turnouts  500 

TOTAL  -  Counties  ^       825 

GRAND  TOTAL  -r.  ESTIMATED  DEVELOPMENT  Md  CONSTRUCTION  COSTS         $1,832,385 


The  combined  estimated  costs  of  acquisition,  development  and 
construction  Isy  areas  and  jurisdiction,  but  not  including  proposed  county 
or  State  road  improvement  to  areas,  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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TABLE  12 
ESTIMA.TED  TOTAL  CAPITAL  COSTS  OF  RECOMMENDED  IMPROVEMEMTS 


Garrett  County 


Area 


Land 


Swallow  Falls  State  Park  None 

Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park  $55,000 

New  Germany  Recreation  Area  27,500 

Big  Run  Recreation  Area  None 

Pleasant  Valley  None 

Casselnan  River  Historic  Park  1,000 

Mill  Ri;in  Picnic  Center  None 

Selbysport  Picnic  Center  None 
Miscellaneous  Picnic  Centers  and 

Road  Improvements  None 
Picnic  Centers  and  Turnouts,  State 

Roads  Coinmission  7,050 
Picnic  Centers  and  Turnouts,  Garrett 

County  Commissioners  800 

TOTALS  -  Garrett  County  $91,350 


Improvements 

%    435,820 

481,595 

325,175 

156,945 

16,050 

8,300 

21,000 

21,000 

22,050 

17,500 

325 


Total 

435,820 

531,595 

352,675 

156,945 

16,050 

9,300 

21,000 

21,000 

22,050 

24,550 

1.125 


$1,505,760      $1,597,110 


Allegany  County 


Area 


Land 


Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area  $       500 

Wills  Mountain  Historic  Area  22,000 

Lonaconing,  Dans  Mountain  etc.  1,875 
Picnic  Centers  and  Turnouts,  State 

Roads  Commission  2,900 
Picnic  Centers  and  Turnouts,  Allegany 

County  Commissioners  450 


TOTALS  -  Allegany  County 
GRAND  TOTAL 


$27,725 
$119,075 


Improvements 


Total 


$     188,500       $     189,000 
116,350  138,850 


16,525 
4,750 

500 


18,400 
7,650 
950 


$    326,625      $    354,350 
$1,832,835      $1,951,460 


County  Road  Improvements 

The  Master  Plan  Map  shows  proposed  County  road  improvements  in 
addition  to  the  County  and  State  roacjs  now  under  improvemsnt.  The  estimated 
costs  are  nearly  $850,000,  The  basis  of  costs  is  the  expenditure  now 
required  for  the  County  road  improvement  now  underway  in  Garrett  County. 
The  proposed  mileage,  types  of  improvement  and  estimated  costs  are  shown 
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in  the  folloving  table, 

TABLE  13 

ESTIMA.TED  COSTS  OF  DIPROVE^G  SECLECTED  ROADS 
IN  IaJESTERN  MARYLAND 

Gsirrett  Cormty 

20  miles  bituminous  paving  of  metal 

surfaced  roads  @  $25,000  $  500,000 

1.18  miles  of  new  bituminous  road  @  fp60,000       70,800 

3.75  miles  bituminous  paving  of  dirt 

roads  @  $50,000  187,500 

7,375  miles  improving  metal  surfaced 

roads  @  !iAO,000  73,750 

Allegany  County 

3.5  miles  improving  dirt  roads  17.500 

TOTAL  $84.9,550 

TABLE  U 
RECAPITTJIATION  OF  CAPITAL  COSTS 

Land  Costs,  Development  and  Improvement  1,951,460 

Legal  and  Engineering  Fees  in  acquiring  land  15,425 

Road  Improvement  8A9,550 

TOTAL  $2,816,435 

Recoinmendations  on  Administration 
The  subject  of  the  organization  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and 
Parks  for  the  purpose  of  the  efficient  administration  of  its  expanding 
park  and  recreation  system,  id.ll  be  presented  among  the  recomnendations 
for  the  State  park  system  for  the  State  as  a  vjhole,  which  will  appear  in 
a  separate  report.     The  recommendations  given  here  will  be  confined  to 
Western  Maryland, 
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The  designations  proposed  for  new  areas  have  already  been 
indicated.     It  is  recommended  that  Lonaconing  area  be  known  as  a  recreation 
area  and  not  as  a  State  park  on  the  grounds  that  its  use  will  be  primarily 
local  and  that  while  it  is  very  attractive,   it  will  have  neither  the  spec- 
tacular natural  features,  the  historic  importance  nor  the  superlative  rec- 
reational facilities  of  a  State  park. 

The  recommendations  in  this  report  are  confined  to  the  properties 
and  the  operations  that  in  a  strict  sense  aare  recreational.     Recommendations 
on  the  forests  and  on  the  forestry  program  as  such,  do  not  fall  within  the 
scope  of  this  study. 
Pers'^nnel 

It  is  aisumed  that  the  headquarters  for  the  reorgamized  park 
and  recreation  prcgraun  would  be  located  with  the  forestry  department  in 
Cumberland. 
Regional  Park  Superintendent 

A  regional  park  superintendent  who  would  have  equal  authority 
with  the  regional  director  of  forests,   is  recommended  to  have  charge  of 
all  park  and  recreation  operations  and  programs,     A  salary  of  $5,500  to 
$6,000  is  indicated.     A  full  time  naturalist  or  nature  guide  to  have  charge 
of  developing  aj^reciation  of  all  the  natural,  historical,  and  other  special 
features  of  the  region,  to  direct  the  work  of  three  summer  nature  guides, 
£ind  to  carry  on  a  program  throughout  the  year  of  education  on  rature 
and  conservation,   is  recominended  at  a  salary  from  !'M-,500  to  $5,000,     Besides 
directing  the  work  of  other  naturalists,  he  would  persor^lly  handle  the 
field  v;ork  in  the  greater  Ciimberland  area  including  ^'ills  Mountain  and 
Dans  Mountain.     A  secretary  would  be  required  at  ''11,900. 


;.;■?;■ 


:iy-' 


;     :'i 


:fr<:^C''i^C  ■:,;,;?•?•  ■"^-    ■  ■'• 


i..L-^T  .t^.4  ..; 


V  J'''  iy,;r 


-.1,  rf  ■'./>  !  :j*-\w  ■ 


:>i..'iJ 


162 


Naturalists 

For  the  sunmBr  season  trained  naturalists  are  proposed  for  work 
with  all  groups,  both  public  and  private,  in  various  sections,  among  them 
covering  both  counties.  These  men  would  be  trained  in  the  biological 
sciences  and  would  be  either  college  graduates  or  at  least  seniors  in 
college.  One  would  have  his  headqxiarters  in  ST-rallow  Falls  State  Park, 
another  at  New  Germany,  and  a  third  in  the  Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area. 
Their  services  as  nature  guides  would  be  extended  freely  to  all  on  a  regional 
basis,  no  matter  whether  their  patrons  were  visitors  to  State  parks  and 
recreation  areas  or  the  commercial  centers.  The  summer  naturalists  would 
be  responsible  to  the  regional  naturalist  but  would  work  in  close  coopera- 
tion with  the  superintendents  of  the  various  parks  and  recreation  areas. 

All  superintendents  or  managers  of  major  parks  or  recreation 
areas  would  be  directly  responsible  to  the  regional  park  supeidntendent 
at  Cumberland,  who  in  turn,  would  be  responsible  to  a  director  of  parks  and 
recreation  in  the  State  office  at  Annapolis,  The  heads  of  all  major  State 
parks  and  recreation  areas  should  be  university  or  college  gratuates  with 
special  training  and  experience  in  some  form  of  public  recreation.  All 
should  be  skillful  in  dealing  with  the  public  in  a  public  relations  and 
promotional  capacity. 
Maintenance 

For  the  most  part,  a  clear  line  of  responsibility  between  park 
and  recreation  duties  on  the  one  hand  and  forestry  responsibilities  on  the 
other,  can  be  drawn.  However,  it  is  not  obvious  in  the  case  of  naintenanee 
responsibilities.  In  the  budgets  which  are  set  up  in  this  report  for  the 
operation  of  all  the  recreational  areas,  a  limited  number  of  maintenance 
and  caretaking  personnel  are  shown  in  the  park  and  recreation  organizations. 
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Most  of  these  personnel  are  seasonal.  There  is  no  intention  to  build  up 

a  separate  or  duplicate  maintenance  organization.  If  considered  desirable, 
the  forestry  department  can  release  certain  of  its  own  personnel  who  have 
the  proper  qualifications  to  seasonal  maintenance  work  in  parks  and  rec- 
reation areas  and  have  them  charged  to  that  budget.  However,  when  working 
in  the  parks  division  they  must  be  responsible  to  the  respective  park 
superintendents.  Further,  no  duplication  of  maintenance,  materials, 
machinery,  or  heavy  equipment  is  intended.  Major  maintenance  work,  such 
as  road  building  may  be  done  by  the  forestry  division  ^^;hich  already  has 
the  bulldozers  and  trucks,  and  the  cost  charged  to  the  park  and  recreation 
division  budget,  but  the  work  must  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
park  division. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  maintenance  work  at  picnic  areas,  such 
as  Mill  Run,  Dans  Rock,  and  small  centers  and  forests,  be  handled  by  roving 
crews  consisting  of  a  foreman  and  two  iron.   There  would  be  four  such 
crews;  one  working  out  of  Svrallow  Falls  State  Forest,  another  out  of  New 
Germany,  a  third  out  of  the  regional  office  in  Cumberland,  and  a  fourth  out 
of  the  Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area,  Their  deployment  as  to  territory 
would  be  decided  by  the  regional  office. 

Estimated  Operating  Costs  of  Western  Maryland 
State  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas 

The  following  stateitents  are  svmimaries  of  the  detailed  estimates. 
They  are  based  on  the  full  development  of  the  area. 
Swallow  Falls  State  Park 

The  recreation  facilities  and  activities  at  both  Herrington 
Manor  and  the  Falls  area  are  incorporated  in  this  summary,  A  4-0  vfeek  season 
for  the  inn  and  12  weeks  for  the  cabins  is  assumed.  Five  of  the  personnel 
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wo^old  be  full  time  and  year  round  employees. 

Estimated  Operating  Expense 

Personnel: 

Administration  and  office  $  11,800 

Hature  guide  550 

Maintenance  and  other  personnel  1^,070 

General  expenses,   including  commodities  6,S50 

Cabin  expenses  5,000 

Miscellaneous  2,000 

Inn  personnel  11,5A0 

Inn  expenses,   including  food  12 ^000 

Total  $  63,810 

Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 

This  is  primarily  a  beach  park.  The  superintendent  would  be 

needed  for  6  months,  the  maintenance  man,  A-  months  and  the  other  employees, 

11  or  12  weeks. 

Estimated  Operating  Expenses 

Personnel: 

Administration  and  office  $  5,100 

Maintenance  4-, 000 

Attendants  and  guards  8,162 

.  Expenses  21,650 

Total    $   38,912 

Hew  Germany  Recreation^ Area 

New  Germany  will  be  an  important  day  use  center  as  it  is  now, 

as  well  as  a  popular  cabin  colony.  Facilities  will  be  on  a  larger  scale 

than  at  present.  It  is  a  summer  operation  except  for  some  activity  during 

the  hunting  season  and  skiing  vrhen  conditions  are  favorable. 

Estimated  Operating  Expenses 

Personnel; 

Administration  and  office  $■  4,800 

Maintenance  6,920 

Attendants,  lifeguards,  etc.  1,760 

Fature  guide               •  550 

Expenses: 

Cabin  supplies,  equipment,  utilities,  etc,  4,000 

Snack  bar  commodities,  etc,  2,000 

Contractual  and  other  expense  „    4^,200 

Total  24,230 
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Big  Run  Recreation  Area 

The  budget  includes  a  reconditioned  Big  Run  Recreation  Area  and 
operation  of  an  inn  near  the  Savage  Reservoir  Dam,  The  recreation  area 
would  be  a  summer  operation;  the  inn  would  be  open  for  4-0  weeks.  The  inn 
manager  would  have  charge  of  both  centers.  Until  the  inn  is  built  a  resi- 
dent assistant  can  supervise  Big  Run. 


Personnel: 

Administration  and  office 

$  10,300 

Maintenance,  attendants,  general 

6,086 

Expenses 

4,300 

Inn  personnel 

10,^00 

Inn  food  and  other  expenses 

12.000 

Total    $  4.3,086 

Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area 

Green  Ridge  will  be  open  approximately  3  to  4-  months  and  will 

provide  chiefly  swimming,  picnicking,  tenting  and  organization  camping 

in  bunk  houses. 

Estimated  Operating  Expense 


Personnel; 

Administration  and  office 

$  2,500 

Nature  guide 

550 

Maintenance,  lifeguards,  etc. 

9,870 

Expenses: 

Snack  bar  commodities,  etc. 

2,500 

Building  expenditure 

3,000 

Contractual,  pool,  etc. 

3.500 

Total    %   21,920 
Wills  Mountain  Historic  Park 

This  park  will  be  open  for  8  months  with  an  emphasis  on  sight 
seeing  and  picnicking.  The  maintenance  work  will  be  done  principally  by 
a  travelling  crew. 
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Estimated  Operating  Expense 

Custodian  I  1,750 

Concession  attendant  1,000 

Expenses  4-. OOP 

Total    $   6,750 

Mill  Run  Picnic  Center 

This  picnic  center  will  be  open  for  U  months  and  the  maintenance 

will  be  carried  out  by  a  travelling  crew. 

Estimated  Operating  Expense 

Supervisor  $  1,000 

Expenses  1«500 

Total  I  2,500 

Selbysport  Picnic  Center 

This  picnic  center  will  be  open  for  4  months  and  the  maintenance 

will  be  carried  out  Irf  a  travelling  crew. 

Estimtated  Operating  Expense 

Supervisor  I  1,000 

Expenses  1,500 

Total  $  2,500 

Regional  Park  Budget «  Cumberland 

The  regional  park  budget  includes  the  costs  of  regional  adminis- 
tration and  promotion  and  of  maintenance  for  small  picnic  and  other  units, 
including  the  salaries  of  the  full  time,  year  round  park  superintendent; a 
naturalist;  vrages  of  travelling  maintenance  crews;  and  regional  expenses, 

EgtlEated  Budget 


Personnel: 

Administration  and  office 

$   12,300 

Maintenance  crews  {A  months) 

6,600 

Expenses: 

Contractual,  travel,  etc. 

/^,800 

Material 

2,000 

Miscellaneous 

1.000 

Total       $  26,700 
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Resvme  of  Estimated  Operating  Costs  of  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas 

Estinated  Operating;  Costs 

Department  of  Forests  and  Parks; 

Swallovf  Falls  State  Park  $     63,810 

Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park  38,912 

New  Germany  Recreation  Area  2U,230 

Big  Rtin  Recreation  Area  k3}086 

Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area  21,920 

VJills  Mountain  Historic  Park  6,750 

Mill  Run  and  Selbysport  picnic  Centers  5,000 

Regional  office  26,700 

Total         $   230,U08 

Pleasant  Valley  Recreation  Area  5,000 

Grand  Total    $   235, UoB 

Estimated  Yearly  Income  From  Operations 
At  Parks  And  Recreation  Areas 

The  following  are  estimates  of  income  from  park  and  recreation 

area  operations  a  They  are  based  on  full  operation  of  recommended 

facilities.  F^all  operation,  however,  vrould  not  be  attained  for  a  few  years, 


TABLE  15 
ESTII14TED  INCOIiS  FROM  STATE  PARKS  Al^D  RECEEATION  AREAS 


Swallow  Falls  State  Park 

Estimated  day  visitors           132,500 

Housekeeping  cabins 

$ 

18,360 

Inn 

Ui,o55 

Tent  area 

1,755 

Bathhouse 

3,560 

Parking 

6,500 

Refreshment  stand 

12,750 

Boat  hire,  games  and  riding  concession 

3,700 

Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 
Estimated  visitors 
Bathhouse 
Parking 
pavilion 

Refreshment  stands 
Boats  and  game  equipment 


150,000 


^ 


10,000 
10,200 

5,270 
18,000 

ii,800 


$    89,680 


$  U8,270 
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TABLE  15     (Contd.) 

estH'Iated  bicome  from  state  parks  and  recreation  areas 

New  GeriDany  Recreation  Area 

Estimated  day  visitors  50,000 

Bathhouse  $     3,500 

Parking  2,900 

Cabins  (35)  16,100 

Snack  bar  6,000 

Boats,  game  equipment,  miscellaneous  1.700 


Big  Run  Recreation  Area  and 

Savage  : 

River 

Inn 

Est ,i rated  day  visitors 

20,000 

Inn 

37,500 

Cabins 

2,500 

Bathhouse 

1,500 

Miscellaneous 

100 

Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area 

Estimated  day  visitors 

65,000 

Bunkhouses,  kitchen  and 

dining 

hall 

1,960 

Tent  area 

2,2^0 

Bathhouse 

4.,  500 

Parking 

A,150 

Refreshment  stand 

7,800 

Riding  and  game  equipment 

750 

Wills  Mountain  Historic  Park 

Estimated  visitors  27,000 

Picnic  parking  1,250 

Concession  (souvenirs,  etc.)  2,700 

Mill  Run  Picnic  Center 

Estimated  visitors  10,000 

Parking  2.500 

Selbjrsport  Picnic  Center 

Estimated  visitors  10,000 

Parking  2.500 


$  30,200 


4-1,600 


21,4-00 


3,950 


2,500 


2.500 


GRAND  TOTAL  -  Estimated  InconB  from  Operations 

of  State  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas  %  24,0,100 
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Operating 

Net  Incoice 

Costs 

Income 
$  89,680 

or  Expense 

$  63,810 

$  25,870 

38,912 

48,270 

9,358 

24,230 

30,200 

5,970 

A3, 086 

41,600 

-    486 

21,920 

21,400 

-     520 

6,750 

3,950 

-2,800 

2,500 

2,500 

— 

2,500 

2,500 

— 

26.700 



-26.700 

TABLE  16 

SIMMARI  OF  EST  ELATED  OPERATING  COSTS  AMD  INCOME 
FROM  OPERATIONS  OF  STATE  PARKS  AND  RECREATION  AREAS 


Area 

Swallow  Falls  State  Park 
Deep  Creek  Lake  State  Park 
New  Germany  Recreation  Area 
Big  Run  Recreation  Area 
Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area 
Wills  Mountain  Historic  Park 
Mill  Run  Picnic  Center 
Selbysport  Picnic  Center 
Regional  Office 

Total      $230,408     ^240,100     $  9,692 

Priority  Schedule  of  Acquisition, 

Development  and  Construction 

In  the  following  suggested  schedule,  the  total  estimated  costs 
of  acquisition,  development  and  construction  including  roads,  $2,816,435, 
is  distributed  over  seven  years.  However,  most  of  the  program  is  suggested 
to  te  completed  within  five  years  and  the  most  important  land  acquisition 
is  suggested  to  take  place  in  the  first  year.  Special  emphasis  is  given 
to  road  building  and  park  development  in  the  Deep  Greek  area  to  expedite 
the  flow  of  visitors.  The  construction  of  cabins  and  inns  T:y  the  State, 
while  not  neglected,  is  subordinated  in  priority  to  other  developments. 
Depending  on  private  enterprise,  it  may  prove  \mnecessary  for  the  State  to 
complete  the  construction  of  all  the  cabins  indicated  in  the  total  plan. 
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Acqviisition 

a.  Deep  Creek  Park 

b.  Picnic  area  near  Thayer sville 

c.  Small  tract.  Green  Ridge 

Recreation  area  near  Rt.  4-0 

d.  Wills  Mountain  tract 


Developments 

a.  Beach,  Deep  Creek  Park 

b.  Eeach  and  Float,  Herrington  Manor 

c.  Parking,  Swallov;  Falls  Area 

Second  Year 

Acquisition 

a.  Land,  not  already  authorized, 

New  Germany  Recreation  Area 

b.  Casselman  River  Bridge  picnic 

sites 

c.  State  Road  turnouts  and  picnic 

sites 

d.  Lonaconing  addition 

e.  Dans  Mountain  and  Town  Hill 

picnic  areas 


Construction 

a.  Black  top  route  from  Route  4-95  to 

Beach,  Few  Deep  Creek  State  Park 

b.  County  Road  from  Cherry  Creek  to 

Meadow  Mountain  Run  plus  bridges 

c.  5  cabins,  Herrington  Manor 

d.  5  cabins,  Few  Germany  Recreation 

Area 


Development 

a.  Picnic  Center  No.l,  Green  Ridge 

Recreation  Area 

b.  Picnic  centers  at  Big  Run  and 

New  Herrington  picnic  areas, 
Casselman  Bridge  and  State 
road  picnic  sites. 

c.  Tent  area,  Herrington  Manor 

d.  Parking  for  new  picnic  center 

Herrington  Manor 

Third  Year 


Construction 

a.  Road  improvement,  Bloomington  to 

Big  Run  Recreation  Area 

b.  Dam,  Big  Run  Recreation  Area 

c.  Complete  hard  road  Route  4.0  to 

New  Germany  Recreation  Area 
d«  5  cabins,  Herrington  Manor |  5 

cabins.  New  Germany  Recreation 
Area 

e.  Hard  road.  Green  Ridge  Recreation 

Area  proper, 

f .  Picnic  shelter,  Herrington  Manor 

g.  Roads,  cabin  area  and  tent 

section,  Herrington  Manor 
h.  Toilet  biiilding,  tent  area, 
Herrington  Manor 


Develcpirent 

a.  Tent  area,  LTew  Germany  Recreation 

Area 

b.  New  parking  area,  New  Germany 

Recreation  Area 

c.  Picnic  area.  Deep  Creek  Park 

d.  Parking  areas.  Deep  Creek  Park 


a. 
b. 

c. 

d. 


f. 


g. 
h. 


Construction 
Utilities,  Deep  Greek  Park 
Bathhouses,  Deep  Creek  Park  and 

New  Germany  Recreation  Area 
Toilet  building,  tent  area.  New 

Germany  Recreation  Area 
Hard  surfaced  roads  to  Turkey 

Neck,  etc.,  Deep  Creek  Lake 
Ski-tow,  New  Germany  Recreation 

Area 
Black  top,  main  roads,  Herrington 

Manor  and  New  Germany  Recreation 

Area 
Picnic  shelter.  Deep  Creek  Park 
Inn  and  driveviay,  Herrington  Manor 


L:cs.r:..   ,. 
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Development 

a.  Tent  area,  Green  Ridge  Recreation 

Area 

b.  Picnic  facilities  at  "Rocks"  and 

fire  towers,  Swallovr  Falls  and 
Deep  Creek  Park 


Construction 

a.  Green  Ridge  Recitation  Area, 

swimming  lake 

b.  Roads,  Deep  Creek  Park 

c.  Rebuild  C.C.C,   buildings  at  Green 

Ridge  Recreation  Area  for  hall, 
barn  and  bunkhouses 

d.  Superintendent's  house,  Deep  Creek 

Park 

e.  Road  to  tent  area.  Green  Ridge 

Recreation  Area 

f .  5  cabins,  Herrington  Manor,  New 

Germany  Recreation  Area 

g.  Re-condition  cabins.   Big  Run 

Recreation  Area 


Fifth  Year 


Development 

a.  Parking,  bathhouse.  New  Germany 

Recreation  Area 

b.  Parking,  Herrington  Manor  near 

dam 

c.  2  picnic  areas.  Deep  Creek  Lake 

d.  Parking,  Big  Run  Recreation  Area 

e.  Picnic  centers,  Mill  Run  and 

Selbysport  Picnic  Centers  and  on 
"Rocks"  and  tower  locations 


a. 


b. 


Construction 
Hard-surfaced  coionty  road.  New 

Germany  to  Meadow  Mountain 
5  cabins.  New  Germany  Recreation 

Area;  5  cabins  Herrington  Manor 

c.  Boathouse  and  dock.  New  Germany 

Recreation  Area 

d.  Enlarge  lake  and  dam.  New  Germany 

Recreation  Area 
Build  protective  wall.  Wills 

Mountain 
Herrington  Manor  boathouse 
Big  Run  Recreation  Area  picnic 

shelter 
Inn,  Savage  River,  drive  and 

parking 


e. 


f. 


h. 


Sixth  Year 


Development 

a.  Game  courts,  landscaping  Deep 

Creek  State  Park 

b.  Game  courts,  ball  grounds, 

Icindscaping,  New  Germany 
Recreation  Area,  Deep  Creek 
Park,  Swallow  Falls  State  Park 
and  Big  Run  Recreation  Area 


Construction 

a.  Road  construction,  boathouse. 

Deep  Creek  Park 

b.  Wills  MoTontain  picnic  shelter 

c.  Pavilion,  Deep  Creek  Park 

d.  Picnic  shelter.  New  Germany 

Recreation  Area 


Seventh  Year 


Construct ion 
Remodel  recreation  building.  New 

Germany  Recreation  Area 
Build  5  cabins.  New  Germany  Recre- 

at ion  Area 
Build  5  cabins,  Herrington  Manor 
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If  needs  at  this  time  so  indicate,  the  cabin  construction  program 
of  5  more  at  New  Germany  and  6  at  Herrington  Manor  can  be  completed. 

Recommended  Program  Under  Private  Sponsorship 
While  it  is  appropriate  for  the  State  to  provide  appropriate 
facilities  that  will  greatly  augment  the  flow  of  dollars  into  Ifestem 
Maryland  in  the  tourist  and  vacation  business,  private  enterprise  must 
perform  most  of  the  development  of  the  region.  For  it  is  the  private 
interests  that  will  reap  the  harvest.  Existing  businesses  and  available 
capital  in  Western  Maryland  must  be  ready  to  share  in  the  cost  of  this 
development  and  promotion. 

Operators  are  advised  to  fix  their  charges  on  the  basis  of  their 
long  range  interest,  as  opposed  to  making  a  "killing"  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  In  spite  of  the  present  short  season,  it  is  better  to  depend 
^pon  the  continuing  returns  from  a  reputation  for  service  and  honesty. 
FiWther,  it  is  the  jnoderate  spending  public,  not  the  rich,  on  whom  Western 
Maryland  must  depend  for  its  ;*©creation  business. 
Promotion  Oounoil 

While  the  larger  communities  in  th8  area  have  their  Chambers  of 
Qommerpe  and  Deep  Creek  Lake  has  both  a  property  owners'  and  an  operators' 
association,  there  is  need  for  a  promotional  council,  covering  the  interests 
of  bpth  Garrett  and  Allegany  eoiinties,  to  work  in  cooperation  with  a  State 
promotion  and  development  council  to  be  referred  to  later.  Such  a  regional 
council  way  incdude  businessusn,  officials  and  citizens  at  large.  Its 
functions  would  include  promotional  plans,  the  organization  of  special 
events,  legislation,,  raising  funds  for  advertising,  safeg-uarding  health, 
pollution  prevention,  highway  and  otter  beaut if^icati on,  advancement  of 
residential  and  other  architecture  in  cooperation  with  architects,  the 
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promotion  of  comiBrcial  and  industrial  developments  appropriate  to  the 

region  and  other  activities. 

Lodgings 

Motels  or  modern  tourist  courts  are  appropriate  in  Garrett  County 
on  Route  219  in  the  Deep  Creek  area,  at  least  one  on  Route  ^0,  another  on 
Route  50,  and  one  in  or  near  Oakland.  Another  hotel  or  an  addition  to  an 
existing  one  is  desirable  in  Oakland,  These  suggestions  are  made  for  a 
two  year  period.  Later,  additional  motels  might  te  appropriate  depending 
upon  tourist  demands. 

As  of  1951,  motels  are  being  constructed  at  a  cost  of  about 
S4,000  a  unit  and  some  for  less.  Ten  unit  projects  \:7ith  ainple  space  for 
expansion  are  a  logical  size.  According  to  the  Tourist  Court  Journal, 
vrhich  makes  an  annual  survey,  the  average  net  profit  realized  out  of  each 
dollar  received  ty  tourist  courts  in  1950  was  thirty  cents.  Measured  by 
the  rate  of  income  on  the  investment,  courts  realized  an  average  of  8.04^ 
in  1950  compared  x^ith  an  average  net  profit  in  194-9  of  1*1%,     The  average 
investment  per  court  was  approximately  -p2,000  higher  in  1950  than  in  194-9, 
but  there  appears  to  be  some  tendency  toward  smaller  courts.  A  comparison 
of  costs,  profits  and  average  investment  for  motels  ty  numbers  of  units 
appears  in  the  following  table. 

TABLE  17 

TOURIST  COURT  OPERATIOFS  3Y  SIZE   11^  1950 

Number  of  Units 
1  to  10  Units  11  to  20  Units 

Total  Operating  Expenses                   32^60^  U2.,U1% 

Gross  Operating  Profit                       67.^0  57.53 

Capital  Expenses                                    28.11  29.32 

Met  Profits                                               39.29  28.21 
Average  cost,   building, 

furniture,  fixtures  |25,891.38  157,44-5.50 
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TABLE  17  (Contd.) 
TOURIST  COURT  OPERATIONS  BY  SIZE  IN  1950 


Number  of  Units 
1  to  10  Units       11  to  20  Units 


Land 

$  6,635.82 

5  9,629.37 

Total  Investment 

32,527.20 

67,084.87 

Average  number  of  rooms 

per  court 

8 

16 

Per  cent  Occupancy- 

64..  23^ 

69.59^ 

Average  Daily  Rate  per 

rented  room 

1  ^.3A 

1  4.31 

Average  Daily  Rate  per 

Guest 

1  1.89 

$  2.66 

Average  Number  of  Guests 

per  room 

2.29 

1.62 

Source:  Tourist  Court  Journal 


19/ 


The  above  averages  are  based  upon  the  survey  of  motels  in  all 
parts  of  the  United  States, 

At  the  present  time,  elaborate  hotels  are  not  recommended  in 
Western  Maryland,  but  a  limited  number  of  small  hotels  or  lodges  in  scenio 
locations  near  State  highways  v;ith  such  facilities  at  tennis  courts  and 
putting  greens,  should  pay.  The  region  around  Cove  is  suggested  as  suitable, 

Until  more  motels,  hotels,  lodges  and  cabins  are  built,  it  is 
urged  that  home  ovmers  in  Oakland  and  other  localities  be  persuaded  to 
make  available  rooms  for  the  travelling  public. 
Restaurants 

In  an  article  on  Western  Maryland  in  the  New  York  Tines  on 
September  16,  1951,  the  food  seirved  in  restaurants  was  characterized  as 


19/  Pemiission  has  been  granted  for  the  use  of  this  copyrighted  material 
by  Tourist  Court  Journal,  Temple,  Texas,  from  the  August,  1951  issue. 
Further  use  of  this  material  in  its  entirety  or  in  parts  cannot  be 
made  except  by  written  permission  from  copyright  owners. 
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as  good  but  "undistlngtiished."  Modernization  is  called  for  in  the  appear- 
ance of  restaiirants  and  more  attention  to  tourists'  preferences  in  the  food 
is  recommended,  Garrett  County  undoubtedly  would  benefit  from  the  competi- 
tion of  about  three  high  class  modern  establishments. 
Summer  Residential  DevelopnBnts 

The  greater  part  of  the  shore  line  of  Deep  Creek  Lake  remains  to 
be  developed  for  summer  or  year  round  homes.  However,  this  far  from 
exhausts  the  possibilities  of  lake  summer  residential  development.  There 
are  numbers  of  locations  within  a  mile  or  mile  and  a  half  of  State  high- 
ways in  Garrett  County  where  small  laJces  could  be  built  on  motmtain  streams 
and  lots  could  be  sold  for  summer  homes.  There  are  a  number  of  such  loca- 
tion near  Route  4-0,  Elsewhere,  swamps  might  be  converted  to  lakes  as  was 
done  at  Lake  Louise,  It  is  important  in  such  projects,  that  lots  be  large 
so  that  irhen  the  development  is  built  up,  no  problems  of  septic  tank  over- 
flov;  and  lake  pollution  will  be  encountered  because  of  overcrowding.  If 
the  lots  are  small,  deed  restriction  or  official  restriction-by-occupancy 
permits  will  be  required  to  prevent  converting  homes  bioilt  on  small  lots 
for  year  round  use.  In  the  mountain  regions  of  northern  New  Jersey,  there 
are  niacerous  such  lake  developments. 
Home  Development 

Rock  House,  a  private  home  overlooking  Deep  Creek  Lake,  is  an 
example  of  an  expensive  kind  of  summer  home  which  is  still  rare  in  the 
Deep  Creek  area.  However,  such  homes  are  practical  in  other  locations 
near  Deep  Creek  Lake,  Oakland,  Grantsville  and  in  central  and  eastern 
Allegany  County,  although  it  would  not  be  possible  to  locate  them  all  near 
an  existing  lake.  It  is  suggested  that  a  part  of  the  function  of  the 
regional  promotion  council  vrould  be  to  interest  families  in  this  type  of 
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home  construction. 

However,  cottages  of  all  sizes  and  degrees  of  cost  have  a  place 
in  the  region.  It  is  desirable  that  whatever  their  scale,  they  be  attrac- 
tively designed  so  as  to  contribute  to  the  charm  of  the  region.  Examples 
of  this  are  to  be  foimd  in  the  small  cottages  in  New  England  v:here  good 
design,  good  maintenance,  landscaping  and  flowers  achieve  a  very  pleasing 
effect.  Even  houses  without  much  attractiveness  architecturally  can  be  a 
credit  to  the  commvmity  if  they  are  kept  in  repair  and  nicely  painted  and 
attractively  planted  with  shrubs  and  flowers.  Garden  clubs,  chambers  of 
commerce  and  the  promotional  council  can  do  a  great  deal  to  enhance  the 
appearance  of  the  whole  region  within  all  the  towns  and  also  in  connection 
with  new  construction. 
Private  Camps 

A  recently  completed  business  survey  of  New  England  pointed  out 
that  youth  camps  are  one  of  the  principal  foundation  stones  of  the  huge 
structure  of  vacation  business  in  Few  England,  It  was  found  that  not  only 
the  direct  expenditure  within  the  states  and  the  emplojnnent  provided  were 
significant,  but  equally  important  was  the  inculcation  of  a  love  for  the 
region  among  the  children  attending  camp,  giving  promise  of  their  coming 
back  later  as  adult  vacationists. 

Despite  one  or  two  conversions  of  youth  camps  on  Deep  Creek  Lake 
to  lodges,  the  commercial,  practicality  of  private  camps  has  been  proven 
in  Western  Maryland,  The  way  is  open  for  many  more  camps,  possibly  as 
many  as  15  additional  ones  on  Deep  Creek  Lake  alone.  Besides,  the  practi- 
cality of  constructing  camp  lakes  has  been  shown  in  both  Garrett  and 
Allegany  cotmties.  In  addition  to  private  camps,  the  way  is  open  for 
agency  and  church  sponsored  camps,  both  of  them  already  exemplified  in  the 
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home  construction. 

However,  cottages  of  all  sizes  and  degrees  of  cost  have  a  place 
in  the  region.  It  is  desirable  that  whatever  their  scale,  they  be  attrac- 
tively designed  so  as  to  contribute  to  the  charm  of  the  region.  Examples 
of  this  are  to  be  found  in  the  small  cottages  in  New  England  where  good 
design,  good  maintenance,  landscaping  and  flowers  achieve  a  very  pleasing 
effect.  Even  houses  without  much  attractiveness  architecturally  can  be  a 
credit  to  the  community  if  they  are  kept  in  repair  and  nicely  painted  and 
attractively  planted  with  shrubs  and  flo-v^ers.  Garden  clubs,  chambers  of 
commerce  and  the  promotional  council  can  do  a  great  deal  to  enhance  the 
appearance  of  the  vihole  region  within  all  the  towns  and  also  in  connection 
with  new  construction. 
Private  Camps 

A  recently  completed  business  survey  of  New  England  pointed  out 
that  youth  camps  are  one  of  the  principal  foundation  stones  of  the  huge 
structure  of  vacation  business  in  Few  England,  It  was  found  that  not  only 
the  direct  expenditure  within  the  states  and  the  emplojnaent  provided  were 
significant,  but  equally  important  was  the  inculcation  of  a  love  for  the 
region  among  the  children  attending  camp,  giving  promise  of  their  coming 
back  later  as  adult  vacationists. 

Despite  one  or  two  conversions  of  youth  camps  on  Deep  Creek  Lake 
to  lodges,  the  commercial,  practicality  of  private  camps  has  been  proven 
in  Western  Maryland,  The  way  is  open  for  many  more  camps,  possibly  as 
many  as  15  additional  ones  on  Deep  Creek  Lake  alone.  Besides,  the  practi- 
cality of  constnicting  camp  lakes  has  been  shoim  in  both  Garrett  and 
Allegany  counties.  In  addition  to  private  camps,  the  way  is  open  for 
agency  and  church  sponsored  camps,  both  of  them  already  exemplified  in  the 
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region.  Locations  north  of  Route  4-0  in  both  counties  and  in  the  Town  Creek 
Valley  are  examples  of  appropriate  sites. 
Packaged  Tours 

In  October  1950,  a  chartered  bus  service  in  Baltimore  wrote  the 
district  forest  department  office  in  Cumberland,  "A  group  of  approximately 
50  persons  from  Baltimore  is  interested  in  visiting  Swallow  Falls  Park 
near  Oakland,  Maryland,  during  late  spring  or  early  summer  of  1951.  They 
have  requested  that  we  contact  your  office  for  information  on  the  park's 
facilities  and  lodging  arrangements  for  large  groups." 

Statistics  for  1951  reveal  that  the  popularity  of  vacationing  by 
bus  is  rapidly  increasing.  Bus  companies  are  offering  packaged  tours. 
For  a  given  sum,  long  or  short  tours  are  offered  which  include  all  expenses. 
Western  Maryland  is  a  logical  destination  for  such  tours  from  Pittsburgh, 
Baltimore,  Washington,  and  even  Philadelphia  and  Few  York.  Thousands  of 
people  potentially  are  interested  in  a  tour  that  would  include  historic 
Cumberland,  Wills  Mountain  Park  with  its  spectacular  view  of  the  Narrows, 
views  of  the  Potomac  and  the  picturesque  mountain  and  farm  scenery  visible 
from  many  vantage  points.  Deep  Creek  Lake  and  Swallow  Falls  where,  besides 
the  spectacular  falls  and  virgin  pines  and  hemlocks,  one  can  observe  the 
site  where  the  famous  trio,  Henry  Ford,  Thomas  Edison  and  Harvey  Firestone 
camped  for  two  weeks.  Many  short  tours  could  originate  in  Cumberland  and 
Oakland, 

The  bus  tour  offers  a  very  important  neans  of  lengthening  the 
season  of  profitable  income  since  such  tours  can  begin  in  May  and  June  and 
continue  to  the  end  of  October,  taking  advantage  of  the  special  attractions 
of  the  coloration  in  the  spring  and  fall  and  of  a  considerable  number  of 
holidays.  Here  again,  the  fundamentals  of  good  roads  and  adequate  accommo- 
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datxons  play  an  important  part. 
Crafts 

A  non-profit  league  or  association,  which  the  promotional  council 
could  set  up,  is  recommended  to  sponsor  the  development  of  crafts  as  a  neans 
of  profitable  employment  and  income.  To  a  large  extent,  the  materials 
required  are  found  among  the  minerals  and  forests  of  the  region.  Such 
projects  have  proved  very  profitable  in  several  states,  including  Kentucky, 
North  Carolina,  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire.  This  is  especially  important 
for  communities  v;here  decline  in  industrial  employment  has  created  acute 
needs.  It  has  been  found  that  whatever  one's  previous  employment  or  degree 
of  education,  he  can  be  taught  some  type  of  craft  i^hich  will  be  a  means  of 
income  as  well  as  satisfy  the  vdde-spread  urge  to  create.  One  reason  why 
art  and  craft  projects  have  been  so  successful  in  vacation  states  is  that 
a  prosperous  market  is  brought  by  the  vacationists  to  the  very  doorstep 
of  the  producers.  New  Hampshire,  like  Western  Maryland^  a  mountainous 
region  with  available  native  materials,  provides  a  good  example  of  possibili- 
ties in  Western  Maryland,  The  New  Hampshire  League  of  Arts  and  Grafts,  a 
private  agency  made  up  of  citizens  and  producers,  trains  the  people  of  the 
state  in  the  craft  skills  and  distributes  their  work.  The  training  program 
is  carried  on  in  cooperation  mth  the  state  board  of  education  which  is 
able  to  draw  on  funds  provided  by  the  federal  government  under  the  Smith- 
Hughes  Act  and  the  George-Barden  Act,  The  state  provides  teachers  working 
under  the  League's  general  guidance  for  classes  of  ten  or  even  fewer  persons 
meeting  at  central  locations  near  the  people's  homes,  such  as  a  covmtry 
school,  grange  hall  or  even  a  crossroads  store.  Class  members  pay  only 
seventy-five  cents  a  lesson  and  there  are  scholarships  to  subsidize 
individuals  vrho  cannot  pay  even  that  much. 
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The  League  has  a  dozen  or  more  local  comrsunity  units  throu^out 
the  state  to  vihich  producers  or  interested  citizens  may  belong.     These 
units  have  juries  to  pass  on  the  quality  of  the  products  and  most  of  them 
have  shops  for  the  sale  of  the  goods.     Some  ovm  their  own  kilns  and  looms. 

The  League  has  a  large  distributing  store  at  its  state  headquarters 
has  a  jury  to  review  articles  referred  to  it  ty  the  local  juries,  and  engages 
in  the  purchase  of  some  material  for  re-sale  at  cost  to  producers,  for 
example,  clay  in  biilk. 

The  League's  income  in  the  year  194.9-50  was  $35,4-00  and  its 
expenses  vrere  $38,500.     Its  net  worth  at  the  end  of  its  fiscal  year  was 
133,000.     The  principal  source  of  the  League's  incone   is  a  commission  of 
twenty-five  per  cent  on  all  the  work  of  its  producers  x.'hich  it  sells  direct. 
It  talces  five  per  cent  on  all  articles  sold  through  local  shops;  the  local 
shops  take  twenty  per  cent.     A  portion  of  its  income  is  a  state  appropri- 
ation of  ^3,000.     This  appropriation  was  formerly  $10,000.     There   is  also 
some  income  from  the  dollar  dues  of  individuals  whose   interests  are  purely 
civic.     The  demand  for  the  League's  products,  which  are  all  stamped  with 
the  organization's  insignia,  exceeds  what  is  being  produced.     Sales  in  1950 
were  *;i92,000  and  will  exceed  ^100,000  in  1951.     Everything  produced  is  sold 
in  the  state  to  summer  visitors  or  local  residents.     Special  craft  fairs 
lasting  five  days  have  proved  very  successfuli  a  recent  one  sold  <i?17,000 
worth  of  goods.     The  League  sales  are  only  a  small  part  of  the  state  total 
production  as  its  program  has  stimulated  the  making  of  quality  products  of 
which  the  League  has  no  record.     As  the  materials  cost  is  relatively  small, 
the  labor  involved  is  rewarded  with  the  bulk  of  the  income. 

An  inexpensive  training  program,  good  teachers  and  designers,  and 
a  soimd  distributing  ^stem  are  cardinal  elements  in  this  program.     The 
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variety  of  products  and  the  possible  kinds  of  materials  are  large.  The 
income  to  a  family  or  individual,  once  they  are  on  a  producing  basis, 
varies  according  to  the  industry.  One  man  and  his  wife  makes  $3,000  in 
ceramics  in  addition  to  his  income  from  his  regular  job.  Another  man 
supports  his  family  on  the  manufacture  of  baskets  alone.  A  community 
pottery  shop  in  which  six  to  twelve  potters  vrork  costs  $1,500  or  $2,000 
to  equip,  including  the  clay  processing  equipment. 

The  above  detail  is  given  because  so  much  of  it  is  applicable 
to  Western  Maryland.  Such  a  project  should  start  with  a  nucleus  of  a 
local  League  made  up  of  interested  citizens  and  craftsmen  whether  their 
interest  in  crafts  is  as  a  hobby  or  as  a  soiirce  of  income. 
Maple  Sugar  Industry 

Instead  of  sending  their  maple  sjn^up  by  the  carload  to  Vermont, 
where  it  is  sold  at  "^'V.SO  a  gallon,  nearly  twice  what  it  commands  in  Western 
Maryland,  the  maple  syrup  producers  of  Garrett  County  should  promote  the 
syrup  and  maple  sugar  as  a  local  product.  The  only  way  one  can  buy  maple 
sugar  in  Western  Maryland  is  in  the  form  of  a  big  cake  which  with  others 
stands  in  a  glass  jar  on  the  counter  of  a  gift  shop  or  restaurant.  There 
is  no  reason  why  Western  Maryland  should  not  become  famous  for  its  maple 
syrup  and  maple  sugar,  if  the  product  is  properly  packaged,  labeled  and 
promoted.  There  is  an  enonnous  market  in  the  Pittsburgh,  Baltimore  and 
Washington  region.  There  is  some  irony  in  the  fact  that  when  one  goes 
into  a  gift  shop  or  restaiu^ant  in  Western  Maryland,  a  nice  display  of 
attractive  looking  boxes  of  apple  candy  from  Virginia  is  found. 
Gift  Shops 

It  is  suggested  that  the  merchants  of  Oakland  and  other  centers 
review  their  stocks  of  goods  with  reference  to  the  normal  buying  interests 
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of  tovirists  and  vacationists.  Some  of  the  goods  commonly  foimd  in  gift 
shops  in  summer  resorts  ares  paintings  of  local  scenes,  knitted  goods, 
rag  dolls,  handbags,  baskets,  jewelry,  china,  cookies,  jellies,  trays, 
children's  beach  toys,  glass  and  copper  ware,  ceramics,  lamps,  illustrated 
books  about  the  region.  Its  attractions,  history  and  personalities,  and 
books  on  fishing  and  hunting. 

Retail  shops  display  children's  and  youth's  sweaters  and  jackets 
bearing  local  insignia,  swim  suits,  shorts,  well  displayed  dry  goods  of 
all  kinds,  lightweight  charcoal  grills,  beach  and  lawn  chairs  and  umbrellas, 
and  nautical  caps  and  hats. 
Roadside  Stands 

The  small  roadside  refreshnBnt  stand  catering  to  the  tourist  is 
still  rare  in  Garrett  Countjr,  if  it  is  attractive  and  has  sufficient 
parking  space,  it  can  be  a  credit  to  the  region.  With  a  reasonable  volume 
of  trade,  such  a  stand  is  a  good  money  maker. 
Miscellaneous  Amusements 

Amusements  are  perhaps  not  the  most  important  feature  in  an 
area  where  there  are  moimtains,  lakes,  and  woods.  However,  the  visiting 
public,  particularly  that  part  of  it  coming  for  more  than  just  a  few  days, 
patronizes  amusements  freely.  Certain  ones  are  appropriate  if  they  are 
located  in  the  right  place  and  well  managed.  It  is  better  to  have  a  few 
permanent  amusements  than  to  encourage  the  travelling  carnivals  which  some- 
times have  a  bad  moral  atmosphere,  and  in  any  case  take  money  out  of  tha 
town.  Amusements  should  be  within  or  near  urban  centers  in  order  to  get 
a  long  season  and  trade  from  local  residents  as  well  as  from  summer  visitors i, 
Cumberland  has  a  number  of  amusements  on  Route  4.0  or  within  town.  Oakland 
has  enough  traffic  now  to  justify  a  limited  development.  Individual  projects 
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might  te  a  roller  skating  rink,  a  carousel,  pony  rides,  miniature  golf, 
baseball  machine,  short  range  archery,  and  a  miniature  train.  The  carousel, 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  "rides,"  remains  a  leader  in  popularity  at  all 
amusement  centers  and  is  one  of  the  least  expensive  to  operate  and  most 
profitable o  From  a  social  viewpoint,  amusements  vrhich  offer  either  pure 
entertairjuent  or  require  skill  such  as  those  in  the  above  list,  are 
desirable.  Games  of  chance  and  luck  are  not  recommended. 

One  company  should  set  up  an  over-all  project  including  all  of 
the  above  or  similar  attractions  in  a  location  that  would  not  in  any  way 
injure  residential  values.  The  acreage  should  be  ainple  to  permit  a  proper 
buffer  and  screen,  there  should  be  a  deep  setback  frcsn  the  highway,  ample 
parking  space,  and  safe  approaches.  Food  and  refreshment  stands  would  be 
a  profitable  adjunct.  The  project  mentioned  above  would  require  $125,000 
or  more  to  install,  plus  the  land.  A  carousel  alone  could  be  set  up  for 
around  $14,000.  Baseball  machines  cost  about  $1,000.  A  miniature  train 
installation  would  cost  about  '^4,, 200  for  the  engine  and  "5^660  each  for  the 
cars  plus  the  cost  for  the  tracks. 

Golf  driving  should  also  be  profitable  in  the  Deep  Creek,  Oakland 
and  Mountain  Lake  Park  region.  An  investment  of  $3,500  or  more  would  be 
required  for  the  land  plus  equipment  and  several  thousand  balls.  Twelve 
acres  of  land  woxild  be  necessary.  One  very  simple  installation  on  a  not 
very  busy  county  highway  in  one  of  the  vacation  states  nets  three  thousand 
dollars  in  two  months.  The  proprietor  also  has  one  baseball  machine  of 
his  own  design. 

Horseback  riding  should  do  well  in  both  counties.  The  few 
proprietors  who  have  tried  the  business  complain  of  the  high  insurance 
rates.  The  quotation  on  public  liability  insurance  in  Maryland  calls 
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for  an  annual  amount  of  fifteen  dollars  per  animal  with  the  rate  of  one- 
half  that  for  a  half  year  or  less.  This  would  cost  seventy-five  dollars 
for  ten  horses  and  ponies  for  as  much  as  six  months,  which  while  rather 
high  is  not  so  heavy  as  to  prevent  a  profit  if  the  stables  have  any  kind 
of  volume.  There  are  many  farm  stables  near  resort  centers  in  Garrett 
County  and  near  the  City  of  Cumberland  where  riding  academies  should  be 
feasible. 

With  the  increase  in  hard  surfaced  roads,  bicycle  concessions 
should  be  profitable  in  Oakland.  From  Oakland  there  are  many  short  trips 
vrhich  would  attract  bicyclists. 
Bus  Service 

A  shuttle  bus  betvreen  Oakland  and  Deep  Creek  Lake,  terminating 
at  McHenry,  is  needed.  This  service  might  be  extended  to  include  two  or 
three  other  points  on  the  Lake  and  Sx<fallow  Falls  State  Park.  V/ith  such 
a  service  and  a  big  public  beach  on  the  Lake,  the  region  can  begin  to 
entertain  individuals  and  groups  arriving  by  train  and  inter-city  buses. 
Furthermore,  regular  bus  service  should  be  extended  from  Oakland  to  Keyser 
Ridge  in  Grantsville.  • 

Landing  Fields 

There  are  small  laniing  fields  off  Route  LB5   near  Jennings  and 
off  Route  219  near  Oakland.  A  class  1  recreational  flight  strip  on  U.S.  219 

near  Deep  Creek  Lake  between  Oakland  and  McHenry  has  been  recomicended  in 

20  f 
a  report  on  the  State's  airport  long  range  program.-^  This  report  states 

that  a  pasture  near  McHenry  has  been  extensively  iised  on  summer  weekends 

by  planes,  indicating  a  promising  demand  for  a  strip.  Such  a  strip  near 

20/  Maryland  State  Aviation  Commission,  A  Maryland  Airport  Program,  1951. 
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the  highway  is  needed  as  an  emergency  facility  due  to  the  terrain,  the 
report  states.  Land  is  estimated  to  cost  $6,400  and  the  first  stage  of 
development,  !$71,000,  There  has  also  been  some  demand  for  permission  to 
land  hydro-planes  on  the  Lake.  The  latter  proposal,  with  proper  safe  guards, 
appears  practical.  Since  the  great  majority  of  the  patrons  of  the  Western 
Maryland  vacation  area  including  Deep  Creek  Lake  are  not  likely  to  own 
planes  or  arrive  in  planes,  the  provision  of  airfields  appears  to  be  a 
proper  function  of  private  enterprise. 
Youth  Hostels 

Both  counties  provide  ideal  country  for  youth  hostelers.  Youth 
hostels  wotild  be  appropriate  in  Green  Ridge  Forest,  the  Cumberland  area, 
and  the  northern  and  southern  sections  of  Garrett  County,  There  are  enough 
old  CCC  buildings,  idle  barns  and  abandoned  houses  to  provide  the  centers. 
The  hostelers  are  not  wealthy  but  they  eat  heartily  and  they  help  to 
advertise  the  region  effectively.  The  promotional  council  should  get  in 
touch  with  youth  hostel  offices  in  order  to  foster  the  formation  of  local 
youth  hostel  organizations  who  will  be  responsible  for  selecting  hostels 
and  installing  supervisory  personnel. 
Dinners.  Sales  and  Benefits 

The  right  time  for  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  Legion  Auxiliary  or 
Grange  to  replenish  its  treasury  is  when  the  summer  people  are  around. 
Clam  bakes,  fish  fries,  rummage  sales  and  fairs  are  pleasant  ways  to  Itore 
the  dollars.  In  Western  Maryland,  churches  and  other  groups  could  do 
well  for  themselves  by  serving  special  dinners  once  a  week  featviring 
Maryland  foods.  During  the  1951  season  one  little  church  in  Hew  England 
netted  ^^500  on  ten  ham  and  bean  suppers  on  Saturday  nights. 
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Open  air  barbecues  and  clam  bakes  on  a  commercial  basis  thrive 
in  Rhode  Island.  One  well  knoxm  place  has  all  the  business  it  can  handle 
with  clam  bakes  at  $3»00  a  plate,  Turkey  dinners  might  be  appropriate  in 
Western  Maiyland, 
General  Promotion 

The  operators  and  producers  along  special  lines  should  cooperate 
with  the  promotional  council  in  sponsoring  special  events  connected  with 
their  products,  as  well  as  cooperating  in  ger^eral  events.  A  maple  sugar 
festival  in  Spring  would  be  practical  in  the  Bittinger-Grantsville  section. 
There  might  be  some  inconsistency  in  the  season  but  possibly  a  combination 
of  buckwheat  flour  and  maple  syrup  products  could  be  publicized  through 
a  special  festival.  Certainly  an  Indian  Summer  Festival  which  has  not 
been  very  much  exploited  elsex'/here,  would  be  appropriate  during  the  Fall 
when  the  colors  and  the  forests  are  at  their  best.  There  are  many  attrac- 
tions in  the  region  at  this  season  around  which  to  build  the  advertising. 
The  possibilities  in  historic  pageants  have  already  been  suggested. 

Sooner  or  later  the  artists  seem  to  discover  the  choice  vacation 
spots,  TJhen  they  do,  their  work  and  that  of  photographers  helps  immensely 
in  advertising  and  promoting  the  resort.  Western  Maryland  provides  just 
as  choice  subject  matter  for  the  artist  and  photographer  as  any  section  of 
the  country.  Their  interests  should  be  developed.  The  artist  is  said  to 
be  a  rather  shy  individual  and  not  subject  to  direct  promotional  effort. 
Newspaper  publishers  and  reporters  do  not  mind  being  taken  on  xreekend  tours 
and  shovm  the  local  attractions,  but  it  is  said  this  would  not  work  with 
artists.  It  is  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  friends  of  Western  Maryland 
to  bring  notice  of  its  beauties  to  the  artists.  There  should  be  photography 
contests  which  would  produce  pictures  worthy  of  wide  publication. 
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General  State  Promotion 

Beyond  the  big  job  to  be  done  by  the  regional  promotional  council 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  State  government  in  advertising  the  region. 
This,  of  course,  is  a  part  of  its  general  publicity  in  relation  to  the 
entire  State,  Maiyland's  task  in  this  respect  is  similar  to  that  in 
several  other  eastern  states  in  that  it  has  both  ocean  resorts  and  the 
mountainous  hinterland  to  advertise,  with  other  features  of  interest  in 
between, 

A  number  of  the  states  have  come  to  realize  that  they  anist  set  \sp 
special  development  and  promotion  organizations  to  exploit  their  recreation 
resources,  as  well  as  their  attractions  for  industry.  In  New  England,  not 
only  is  there  a  New  England  Council  which  is  interstate  in  its  character 
but  individual  states  have  their  own  commissionso 

Virginia  advertises  extensively  in  the  metropolitan  press  through 
its  Department  of  Conservation  and  Development,  One  of  its  advertisements 
in  the  New  York  Times  of  September  16  featured  its  autumn  weather,  shore 
and  mountain  attractions,  Williamsburg  and  other  historic  spots,  geological 
wonders,  good  food  and  accommodations,  and  reduced  rates  to  resorts. 

It  is  recommended  that  Maryland  create  a  special  bureau  for  pro- 
motion and  development  to  give  due  attention  among  other  interests  to 
Western  Maryland  and  other  vacation  areas.  It  will  be  responsible  for 
research,  advertising,  preparation  and  distribution  of  literature,  magazine 
articles,  radio  and  television  programs  and  photographic  contests. 

An  examination  of  the  beautifully  illustrated  and  colorful  publi- 
cations and  of  the  advertising  program  of  several  competing  states,  will 
reveal  how  much  is  being  left  undone  by  the  State  of  Maiyland  in  this  field. 
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APPENDIX  I 
GAIE  KILL  STATISTICS 

The  Natiiral  Resources  Inventory  of  the  Department  of  Research  and 
Education  made  calculations  of  the  State  game  kill  in  1950-195l  on  the  basis 
of  samplings.  The  figvires  for  Region  Number  1,  Allegany,  Garrett  and 
Washington  counties;  Region  Number  2,  Frederick,  Carroll,  Calvert,  St,  Mary's 
and  Charles  counties^  and  the  State  totals  are  shovm  below, 

TABLE  18 

FOREST  GAJilE  KILL 
1950-1951 

Gray  Ruffed 

Deer*      Fox      Sqiiirrel     Raccoon     Opossum     Turkey     Grouse 


Region  No,  1 
Region  No,  2 
Maryland 


66U         l,liOO       56,000         2,800  800 

Ih        1,900      66,000        7,600        9,100 

889        7,600    339,000      36,900      23,000 


130 


3^0 


li,i;00 

li5o 

5,250 


•»•    These  figures  are  the  actual  checked  kill  in  each  region. 


TABLE   19 

FARM  GMffi  KILL 
1950-1951 

Rabbit 

Vfoodchuck       Fox  Squirrel 

Ring  Neck 
Pheasant 

Quail 

Region  No,  1 
Region  No,  2 
Maryland 

12U,000 
95,000 

551,500 

18,000                 2,700 
21,200                 1,200 
87,300               16,800 

TABLE   20 

600 

800 

itjilUO 

7,300 

8,000 
125,000 

Region  No,  1 
Region  No,  2 
Maryland 


MORATORY  GAME  BIRDS  KILL 
1950-1951 

Dove  Duck 

U,200  900 

2,000  6,200 

liU,600  IU,600 


Goose 


300 
lii,200 
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APPENDIX  II 
MINERAL  RIGHTS 

Privately  retained  mineral  rights  in  State-owned  forests  in 
Garrett  County  total  approximately  l6,000  acres,  according  to  the  records 
of  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Parks,  Their  distribution  is  shown  in  the 
table  below  o 

TABLE  21 

MINERAL  RIGHTS  IN  STATE  FORESTS 

Forest  Acreage 

Swallow  Falls  3^528,6 

Coal,  only  56.2 

Savage  9, 6$ 6.0 

Potomac  2,811,0 


Total  16,051.8 
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APPENDIX  III 

DETAILED  ESTII.IATES  OF  COST  OF  IlIPROVEilENTS 
IN  MAJOR  PARK  AlflD  RECREATION  AREAS 


Swallow  Falls  State  park,  tterrington  Manor  Section 

Roads 

06  mile  stoned  road  @  siil2,000  per  mile  $  7,200 
06  mile  cabin  area  road  @  |!i3 0,000  per  mile  18,000 
o85  mile  hard  topping  existing  road  @ 

$25,000  per  mile  21,2^0 

«1  mile  new  hard  top  @  vp6o,000  per  mile  6^000 

Total,  Roads  $  52,Ii50 

Parking  area  near  dam 

7,800  sqoyds.  capacity  200  cars  ©  '^IcSO 

per  sq.yd.  11,700 

Grading  3,000 

Parking  area  near  picnic  site 

6,500  sqoyds.  capacity  200  cars  (angular 

parking)  @  $1.50  per  sq.yd,  9,750 

Grading  3, 5 00 

Parking  area  near  boathouse 

2,300  sq.yds.  capacity  60  cars  C  •;;>1.50  per 

sq.ydc  3,ii50 

Grading  1,000 

Parking  area  near  headquarters 

2,000  sq.yds.  capacity  50  cars  ©  !|le50  per 

sq»yd',           ,                                                                                    3,000 
Grading  -  no  cost  .  

Picnic  shelter  with  toilets  and  fireplace  70'xU0'  12,000 

26  cabins  with  toilets  and  baths  ©  $6,500  169,000 

Tent  camping  area 

25  tents  with  wood  floors  &  3'  sides  ©  $l50  3,750 

Toilet  building  with  showers  and  toilets  10,000 

Boathouse  and  dock  9,000 

Five  boats  @  |175  875 

Five  canoes  ©  5fl25  625 

Picnic  area 

50  tables  and  benches  ©  .1p50  2,500 

25  grills  ©  125  625 

5  horseshoe  courts  ©  ri;50  250 

1  apparatus  area  ©  ^80Q  8OO 


"lon  Uv.i.i 


■ '  ■.  J 
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Game  areas 

Softball  field,  grading,  backstops,  etc. 

Badminton,  volleyball,  etc. 

Float 

Beach  Extension 


Lodge  ^ 

30  double  bedrooms,  I5O  sq.ft. 
20  baths,  each  U8  sq.ft. 
30  closets,  each  12  sq.ft. 
U  corridors,  each  300  sq.ft. 
1  dining  room,  100  diners 
1  kitchen 

1  lotinge,  20'x30' 

2  rest  rooms,  each  l50  sq.ft. 
Storage  and  service 

Cost  ©  !!p6  per  sq.ft. 
Dining  terrace 
Furnishings 

Total,  Lodge 


U,500  sq.ft, 

960 

360 
1,200 
1,500 
1,200 

600 

300 
1,000 


11=620  sq.ft. 


$  69,720 
10,000 
20,000 


Landscaping 

Total,  Swallovj-  Falls  State  Park,  Herrington  Manor 


1,500 
750 
350 

3,500 


99,720 

2,750 

$Uo5,8U5 


Swallow  Falls  State  Park,  Falls  Section 

Parking  area  11,667  sq.yds.  ©  .f?1.50  capacity 
300  cars 

Grading 

Softball  Field,  grading,  seeding,  backstops 

Picnic  facilities 

50  tables  and  benches  @  $50 

25  grills  e  025 

5  horseshoe  courts  ©  ^50 

2  apparatus  areas  @  $800 

U  toilets  and  buildings  (chemical) 

Landscaping,  etc. 

Total,  Swallow  Falls  State  Park,  Falls  Section 


$   17,500 
3,500 

500 


2,500 

625 

250 

1,600 

2,000 

1,500 

$   29,975 


',-j  !!'*^>«  j     .':'. 
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Deep  Creek  State  Park,  200  acres 

Roads  rt.    ^O  nr^r^ 

1,3  miles  ©  !&6o,000  «>  78,000 
.U  mile  ©  $30,000  12,000 

.8  mile  e  5p25,000  20,000 

.$  mile  e  ?>30,000  _l2>022 

Total,  Roads  *  l^b,OUU 

Parking 

l6,888  sq.yds.  near  bathhouse,  capacity  500 

cars 

7,777  sq.yds.,  picnic  area,  200  cars 

U,666  sq^yds.,  picnic  area,  120  cars 

1,633  sq.yds  o,  picnic  area,  50  cars  ,  ^  ,,  r^ 

Total,  30,96U  sq.yds.  ©  $1.^0  U6,UU5 

Picnic  Centers  -,o  nnn 

VJest  shore,  shelter  70'xhO»  12,000 

Central,  near  bathhouse  90x50«  18,000 

South  shore,  20'xii0'  12,000 

200  tables  and  benches  @  ■;i60  10,000 

100  grills  ©  425  2,500 

20  horseshoe  courts  ©  ^i^^O  1,000 

3  apparatus  areas  ©  $800  2,U00 

Beach  10^000 

Miscellaneous  11,000 

Boathouse  (boat  storage,  toilets) 

30  boats  storage  capacity  ^  o^n 

30  boats  e  |a75  5 '2^° 

Pavilion,  v:ith  snack  bar,  dance  floor  80'X60' , 

toilets,  etc.  60,000 

Bathhouse:  dressing  rooms,  showers,  toilets, 

storage,  first  aid,  guards  rooms,  etc.  75,000 

Game  courts,  300'x70«  for  volleyball,  badminton,  etc.  12,000 

Softball  field  3,000 

Utilities:  water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  etc,  50,000 

Superintendent's  house  12,000 

Total,  Deep  Creek  State  Park  $  U8l,595 
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Nevf  Germany  Recreation  Area 

Roads 

1,1;  miles  @  $30,000  $     h2,000 

Parking  Areas 

Near  bathhouse,  100  cars,  3,900  sq.yds.  ©  $1.50  5,850 
Near  picnic  site,  200  cars,  7,250  sq.yds.  © 

:&.50  10,875 

Cabins,  25,  with  toilets,  showers,  complete  with 

water  and  sewage  system  @  $6,500  l62,500 

Tent  camping  area 

20  tents  with  wood  floors  &  3'  sides  @  ;::)l50                3,000 

Toilet  building,  showers  10,000 

Boathouse  and  dock  6,000 

Ten  boats  e  .1?175  1,750 

Five  canoes  e  $125  625 

Picnic  area 

Shelter  70'x60'  12,000 

50  tables  and  benches  @  I50  2,500 

25  grills  €  .1225  625 

10  horseshoe  courts  ©  $50  500 

2  apparatus  areas  (2  -iJiBOO  1,600 

Bathhouse,  capacity  300  '  35,000 

Enlarging  lake,  (raising  dam)  15,000 

Remodeling  recreation  building  2,50O 

Game  courts  and  float  1,850 

Softball  field  .             2,500 

Landscaping  cabin  area  5,000 

Ski  Tow  3.500 

Total,  New  Germany  Recreation  Area  |  325,175 


;  or 


.J.j,  >;, 


;:..  i^i-^.'L.: 


193 


B±g  Run  Recreation  Area  and  Savage  River  Inn 

Parking  area,  3,o6o  sq.yds,  @  $1.$0  $     U,590 

Cabin  improvements,  toilets,  etc,  8  @  $1,000       8,000 

Picnic  shelter  v^ith  fireplace  &  chemical 

toilets  10,500 

Dam  for  sivimming  pond  l5,000 

Softball  field,  grading  &  backstop  800 

Picnic  area 

50  tables  ©  .^0                                                                         2,500 

25  grills  Q  $2S                                                                          620 

5  horseshoe  courts  g  $$0                                                          2^0 

Apparatus  800 

Clearing  trails  2^0 

Total,  Big  Run  Recreation  Area  $     l;3,3l5 

Irji 

20  double  bedrooms  (10xl5)  3,000  sq.ft. 

20  baths  (6x8)  960 

20  closets  (3x1;)  2U0 

h   linen  closets  60  sq.ft.  2ii0 

2  corridors  375  sq.ft.  750 

Dining  room  (5Qx30)  100  cap.  1,500 

Kitchen  (30xi|0)  1,200 

Lounge  (20x30)  60O 

2  restrooms  (I0xl5)  300 

Manager's  quarters  (20x30)  60O 

2  dormitories  for  help  (l5x30)  900 

2  baths  for  help  (8xl5)  2U0 

Storage  and  service  700 

11,230  sq.ft. 
Cost  ©  ^6,00  per  sq.ft.  $   67,380 

Furnishings,  entire  (kitchen  equipment,  beds, 

linen,  silver,  china,  etc.)  25j000 

Drive,  I/6  mile  at  $6o,000  per  mile  10,000 

Parking  area,  1,500  sq.yds,  (cap.  50  cars)  @ 

$1.50  2,250 

Grading  and  landscaping  7,500 

Game  areas  at  lodge  1,500 

Total,  Savage  River  Inn  .^l  113,630 

Total,  Big  R\m  Recreation  Area  &  Inn         $   l56,9U5 


■nui 
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Green  Rid,qe  Recreation  Area 

Roads 

Black  top  stoned  county  road  -  2/lO  mile 
Vifiden,  regrade,  guard,  a  section  of  Green 

Ridge  Road  -  5/10  mile 
Improve  road  to  bathhouse  -  ,l5  mile 
Improve  road  from  picnic  center  #2  to  bridge  - 

1  mile 
Build  tent  area  road  -  2/lO  mile 

Parking  areas 

2  picnic  centers,  lijOOO  sq.yds.  £  $1.50 

Reconstructing  CCG  building  for  a  stable 

Moving  &  reconstructing  2  CCC  buildings  as  bunk 
houses  and  one  as  recreation  hall 

Removing  old  gara^-e  building 

20  tent  sites  E  #l50 

■ 

2  picnic  centers  @  '410,^00 

Game  court,  play  apparatus  &  float 

75  picnic  tables  and  benches 

UO  grills 

Beach  development 

Bathhouse,  300  capacity 

Dam 

Total,  Green  Ridge  Recreation  Area 


$     5,000 

30,000 

li,5oo 

5,000 

2,U0O 


6,000 

6,500 

35,000 
1,500 

3,000 
21,000 

1,350 
3,750 

1,000 

2,500 

35,000 

25.000 
$   188,500 


^ 


